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Foreword

daniel im
lead pastor 

Stories, at their worst, can inflame a dangerous prejudice or 
advance an untruth. At their best, they can transform hearts, 
souls, and minds. More specifically, stories have the power 
to grow faith, inspire hope, and deepen love. Through stories, 
we are able to place ourselves in a future that does not yet 
exist, and then rally others to turn that future into reality. And 
that’s why I’m so excited for you to embark on this journey of 
reading stories from Beulah’s past 100 years. 

I heard it once said that the past is the best predictor of the 
future. Personally, both in life and in leadership, I’ve seen 
that to be true over and over again. So, if Beulah’s past 100 
years are the best predictor for her next 100 years, then 
we are in for an exciting adventure! As you read page after 
page, my prayer is that you will be inspired—not just with an 
appreciation for what was, but for a vision of what will be, 
as we continue to awaken Greater Edmonton to King Jesus.

Let’s be inspired!
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Introduction

keith taylor
lead pastor (1991-2021)

Since its founding 100 years ago, Beulah Alliance Church has experienced a God-inspired 
passion to make Jesus known. At the very heart of Beulah is a devotion to reach, teach, and 
equip men and women, boys and girls to know, love, and serve Jesus. Beulah was founded 
with a vision to share Jesus first in Edmonton, but also throughout Alberta, Western Canada, 
and across the globe.

Few churches employed so many innovative ways to reach out. In the 1920s, Beulah was 
clearly on mission, sending out pastors on horseback, by dog sled, or holding tent meetings 
by preaching from the side of a Ford truck. In the 1930s, they broadcast Sunday evening 
services over the airwaves, owning one of Edmonton’s first radio stations. In the 1970s, a 
fleet of repurposed school buses brought hundreds of children to Sunday School, and in the 
1990s, thousands attended Christmas “outreach” musicals. We moved beyond our buildings 
to serve in prisons, sharing love and compassion with those in greatest need, and sharing 
the Alpha course in the most unexpected places (including a casino and tattoo parlour)! 

Beulah shifted and changed with the times, while maintaining an unshakable devotion to 
the truth of salvation in Jesus Christ. The church is anchored to the Bible yet was willing to 
adapt its methods. A deep commitment to being on mission always took precedence over 
simply maintaining the styles and preferences of the past. Just imagine all the changes in 
worship and programming over these decades! 

A verse that wells up within my heart is Romans 1:16, which says, “For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation.” The gospel still changes 
hearts and lives! We have been passionate to challenge people towards spiritual maturity 
and full participation within the life of the church.

The most important story of Beulah is about people. Over these 100 years, multiple 
generations have discovered what it means to know and follow Jesus. We have a dream of 
being a church where the hurting and the searching can discover love, acceptance, health, 
hope, forgiveness, encouragement, and guidance through a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and by the guidance of God’s Word. 

Beulah has been writing an amazing story! It has been observed that life is a story to be 
lived. May the individual stories that follow inspire your heart to greater devotion to Jesus, 
to give Him thanks for his faithfulness, and to be truly thankful for the Church, the visible 
expression of the living Christ. Beulah is still writing its story, and we have no idea what 
wonderful things God has in store in the future! 

God is so amazingly faithful! As the old hymn declares, “To Him be the glory, great things 
He has done!”



1st quarter century

1921-1946
2nd quarter century

1946-1971

O u R  P A S T
O u R  H I S T O R y



3rd quarter century

1971-1996
4th quarter century

1996-2O21
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1st Quarter Century

When Rev. John H. Woodward first agreed to come to Edmonton in 1921, his predominant vision 
was to bring the message of Christ to the lost millions of the world, not necessarily to be the 
pastor of a local congregation. Virtually every heartbeat and thought was missional, focused 
on bringing Christ to the lost; in this case, the lost just happened to be in Western Canada. The 
Canadian Superintendent Rev. A. W. Rolfe was in alignment with Woodward’s vision. In fact, the 
picture we have of the dog sled is that of Rev. Roffe test driving the sled.

Beulah Tabernacle, as it was known until 1953, remained a relatively small congregation with 
a full range of ministries. Beulah was home base for the Great West Mission with its Saddlebag 
Missionaries, the Gospel Car, the Great West Bible Institute, and Radio Station CHMA. All of these 
initiatives were headquartered and found their motivation within Beulah Tabernacle. 

Over the next number of years, Beulah was directly or indirectly responsible for the planting of 
over 30 churches through the early work of the Great West Mission. In 1925, the Western Canadian 
District of the C&MA was established. This involved Rev. John Woodward leaving Beulah to become 
the first District Superintendent. Rev. Woodward was succeeded by Rev. Charles Jackson, whose 
tenure was short but included the launch of Radio Station CHMA on Easter Sunday of 1927. These 
broadcasts placed Beulah’s fingerprints on the religious landscape of Northern Alberta. Through 
CHMA, Beulah became the home church to thousands of isolated people, providing programming 
for adults, children, and teenagers. Even communion was offered on designated Sundays as 
listeners were encouraged to prepare the elements by Beulah’s ad in the Saturday edition of the 
Edmonton Journal.

Reverend Gordon Skitch, one of the first two missionaries on the Gospel Car, became the next key 
leader at Beulah Tabernacle. Rev. Skitch, known to all as a deeply kind and generous man, led 
Beulah through the turbulent years of the Great Depression. The forced closure of the Great West 
Bible Institute occurred in 1929, and much of the work of the Great West Mission was eliminated. 
However, the CHMA still managed to survive, and the Gospel Car was still traveling the prairies. In 
1930, mere months after the crash of the New york Stock Exchange, Beulah approved an addition 
to the Tabernacle facility. The number of people seeking spiritual sanctuary and community 
continued to grow. 

Rev. J. D. Carlson became the next pastor, and he was first and foremost an evangelist and a gifted 
musician. Wherever Rev. Carlson was preaching, the church was full and gospel meetings were 
well attended. When Rev. Carlson was on the air, the radio ministry was always well funded. A 
challenge to his ministry arose due to the fact that his travelling meetings meant he was rarely 
available for the day-to-day shepherding required in the local congregation. Rev. Carlson left 
Beulah in 1944.

O u R  P A S T — O u R  H I S T O R y
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The beginning of the second quarter century of Beulah’s history was a stark contrast to the start 
of the first 25 years. The years 1946 through 1953 were marked by fragmentation and general 
lack of direction. There was a succession of five pastors marked by conflict, controversy, and 
short tenure.

In His time, the Lord picked up a hurting congregation and set them back on a positive spiritual 
journey as they stayed true to their calling and humbled in His service. Rev. Paul Currie accepted 
the Senior Pastor position in 1953. He had been affiliated with and had a dynamic ministry with 
youth for Christ. Rev. Currie correctly identified a spirit of stagnation and of “marking time” in 
Beulah. One of the conditions of his accepting the call to Edmonton was that the congregation 
commit to relocating to a new community with a new church building. This was unanimously 

2nd Quarter Century 1 9 4 6

1 9 7 1
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agreed to by the congregation in December 1953 as they purchased three empty lots on 124 Street. 
The construction of the new church commenced in 1955 and was completed in 1956. 

Dedication Sunday was celebrated on May 6, 1956. Shortly after the dedication service, the name 
of the church was changed from Beulah Tabernacle of the Christian and Missionary Alliance to 
Beulah Alliance Church. Beulah had a new face and a new name; therefore, it was time to move 
ahead with a renewed vision.

Beulah’s Winter Conference featured Dr. John R. Price, a world-class speaker. Sunday School 
promotions reached throughout the city, inviting children and subsequently their parents to 
Beulah. Additionally, extension Sunday Schools were launched into other neighbourhoods of the 
city. By 1959, Beulah had become a vital hub of ministry, energy, and activity. Rev. Currie believed 
that the church was now on track and therefore his calling to Beulah was complete.

Rev. David T. Anderson was called to be Lead Pastor and commenced his ministry at Beulah in 
October 1959. Beulah soon embraced the concept of a full-time Christian Education Director, 
with Bill Goetz, Harvey Schroeder, and Dave Tjart each filling this role. Over the next several 
years, Sunday School, Vacation Bible School (VBS), and the Bus Ministries defined much of what 
happened at Beulah. By 1964, VBS enrollment soared to 1,045, with 82 professions of faith being 
recorded. Church classrooms and even the lobby were overflowing with children being taught 
about Jesus. During Rev. Anderson’s tenure, the annual Missionary Convention was always a 
highlight of the year. 

Beulah assisted in the development of new congregations in the Edmonton area with the start of 
Sherwood Park, Richmond Park, Beverly, and Southgate. 

Beulah was planning for a building expansion to accommodate a larger congregation. Even though 
parking was an ongoing issue, the church continued to grow. 

until his resignation in 1973, Rev. Anderson provided long-term, stable leadership at Beulah for 
almost 14 years, which was the longest tenure of any pastor until that time.
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Beulah continued its pattern of growth from the first 50 years. 1971 marked the completion 
of another building program, with expansion of the Christian Education wing of the church on 
124 Street making it possible to accommodate 850–900 people in classes. Beulah was nearing 
capacity for people and parking. Rev. David Anderson, having provided solid leadership for nearly 
14 years, moved on in 1973 to commence a ministry in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Rev. Anderson was succeeded by Rev. Raymond Schenk. Beulah focused on the possibilities of 
hosting a television ministry with a program called Turning Point running for a 13-week trial. 
In 1975, under the leadership of Rev. Harvey Town, Beulah took on another television outreach 
program, Breakthrough Ministries, which was locally produced and ran for two seasons until the 
cost was determined to outweigh the benefits.

It was increasingly evident that the 124 Street location was inhibiting increased growth. In January 
of 1980, a study recommended that a new location and facility be investigated. A 40-acre parcel 
of land in the Winterburn district of Edmonton was located. At the time, the price of land was 
escalating rapidly, so the church moved ahead with the purchase despite some uncertainty within 
the congregation. Soon after the vote to proceed with the purchase of this property, Rev. Town 
received and accepted a call to become the new District Superintendent for Alberta.

Complicating matters, the Winterburn property was annexed into the Edmonton city limits. 
Necessary approval for a church building within Parkland County no longer existed and would 
have required City of Edmonton approval, which was a complicating factor for being able to move 
forward. In spring 1981, Beulah extended a call to Rev. Albert Runge to be their next Senior 
Pastor; he had successfully led his former pastorate through a building program. Pastor Runge, 
in conjunction with the Board of Elders, decided to put Beulah’s project on hold for two years. 

During the next couple of years, Rev. Runge came into contact with an Edmonton businessman 
and landowner. A conversation led to a friendship, which led to the extraordinary purchase of 
property at 98A Avenue and 178 Street. Construction commenced in 1988, and the congregation 
moved into its new facility in May 1990. 

Beulah continued to extend its growth initiatives internally and externally. In 1978, an East 
Indian work was started in the Southgate area of Edmonton with support from Beulah. Ventures 
were also started in St. Albert, Korean, and First Nations congregations. Beulah’s congregation 
continually supported its foreign missionaries with prayer, generous regular giving to the Global 
Advance Fund of the Christian & Missionary Alliance, and special offerings. Congregants were 
often supported by the church for short-term missions endeavours. 

In 1991, the Lord called Pastor Runge to a position at Seven Oaks Alliance. He was succeeded 
by Rev. Keith Taylor, who had grown up in Beulah and would lead the congregation in this 
new building.

O u R  P A S T — O u R  H I S T O R y

3rd Quarter Century 1 9 7 1

1 9 9 6
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you might think that by the last quarter century of Beulah’s first hundred years, beginning 
in 1996, she had the “right” to legitimately and comfortably “rest on her laurels.” Several 
major changes had recently been made, including the move to a new campus on 178 Street 
and welcoming a new young pastor, Rev. Keith Taylor. The move meant the congregation had 
taken on significant debt. So, with a new building and a new Lead Pastor, Beulah’s leadership 
team, the Board of Elders, was concerned that the high spirit of unity that enabled these 
significant changes would need to continue. A generous and God-focused congregation would 
be necessary to sustain and help bring Beulah into the next century.

So, how long did Beulah “rest on her laurels”? About the same amount of time that it took you 
to read the last paragraph! The new campus and pastor were the right combination to bring 
about an excitement and challenge in gathering, giving, growing, and going! Moving to a new 
location was a stark reminder of just how fast Edmonton was changing. And with this came a 
new vision to embark on “one church in multiple locations.” In the last quarter century, three 
campuses have arisen. 

O u R  P A S T — O u R  H I S T O R y

4th Quarter Century 1 9 9 6

2 0 2 1



There’s the Beulah campus now known as the West Campus. Architect David Schaefer, a 
member of our congregation, not only designed the campus but also built in “expansion” 
phases. In the last quarter century, the West Campus has expanded its walls to build a much 
bigger Children’s Ministry, expanded youth Ministry facilities, and more office space.

The Southwest Campus, formerly known as Whitemud Creek, offers a mix of live and video 
teaching on weekends and is a seven-days-a-week ministry. The Lighthouse Campus reaches 
out to the Hispanic population in Edmonton. This location in Bonnie Doon is a perfect central 
location to help Hispanic people all over the city to know the love Jesus has for them. So, no 
matter which campus you attend, you will find people seeking to connect with God in deeper 
ways and to grow in their relationships with Him and with one another.

Besides campus growth, there has also been ministry growth in the last quarter century. New 
initiatives included partnership with the Arabic Evangelical Church and assisting the launch 
of Crosspoint Church. During this time, Beulah adopted a focus on Small Group Gatherings 
and Mid-Size Communities. Groups are optimal places where members can meaningfully 
know and care for one another, study the Bible together, apply its teachings to their lives, 
pray together, be increasingly transparent, and exercise faith with one another. Add to this 
the addition of a Saturday night service at the West Campus and live streaming services 24/7, 
which was a Godsend in light of the COVID-19 crisis. Alpha was embraced as a significant 
evangelistic tool, and through this ministry, many have come to faith in Christ.

All of this activity is focused on one mission: to reach, teach, and equip one percent of 
Edmontonians to know, love, and serve Jesus.
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reverend John WoodWard
With Miss Chatham’s departure from Beulah Mission in 1919, the congregation remnant 
was left without pastoral leadership. The core families sent a letter to Rev. A. W. Roffe, the 
Superintendent of the Canadian District of the Christian and Missionary Alliance (C&MA), as 
a possible source for a pastor.

In Hamilton, Ontario, a young John H. Woodward and his wife, Flossie, were preparing to go 
to South Africa as missionaries. They were also being recruited for a pastoral opportunity in 
Bellville, Ontario. Rev. Roffe presented them the letter written by the Edmonton group with the 
instruction, “Think about it.” Mr. Woodward recalled, “When we prayed about Bellville, Ontario, 
it began to fade out, and when we prayed about South Africa, it began to fade away. The more we 
prayed, the more clear it came to us that Western Canada was being forced upon our attention.” 

In 1921, the 26-year-old Rev. Woodward boarded a cattle train bound for Edmonton, hiring 
on as a cattle caretaker in order to pay for his fare. His wife and young child in Hamilton were 
unable to join him until seven months later.

For the first three months, the fledgling congregation met under the banner of Beulah Mission. 
In November of 1921, they confirmed their affiliation with the C&MA. During those early days, 
Pastor Woodward spent time assessing the spiritual needs in Western Canada. In his research, 
he came to understand that there were 2,500 identifiable school districts between Alberta and 
Manitoba with no church, no Sunday School or religious activity of any kind. The lack of gospel 
awareness was punctuated one day as Pastor Woodward was riding his horse and came across 
a group of children who had just been dismissed from school. He asked them if they knew 
Jesus. One of the children responded, “No sir, he doesn’t live in these parts.”

O u R  P A S T — O u R  H I S T O R y
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This spurred Pastor Woodward to action. His philosophy 
of missions was as follows: “Every sound, reasonable 
method that could be used ought to be used, even 
though looking at the difficulties one could say, ‘It cannot 
be done, we have no money, we do not have any way of 
getting it done!’ yet and against that there is ‘IT MuST 
BE DONE.’ Therefore every possible effort and method 
that we could devise to get the message out to those in 
need, we had to use those methods.”

In 1922, John Woodward introduced his vision of the 
Great West Mission, using various methods to reach out 
with the message of Christ. The first method was known 
as the Saddlebag Preachers. Four students from the 
Missionary Training Institute in Nyack, New york, paid 
their own way to Edmonton to be sent out on horseback 
to surrounding communities. They were paid no salary. 
They were only given a horse, a saddle, a map, a Bible, 
and a blanket and were sent out onto the vast prairies.

Meetings were held in fields, schools, and dance halls. 
Missionaries were expected to sleep in whatever 
accommodations were available, be it a bed or a hay loft. 
The objective was that every family in their territory be 
contacted and the gospel shared with them. Fortunately, 
many were receptive to the message. Over 200 men, 
plus women and children, professed faith as a result of 
that first summer’s work.

Recruiting missionaries for his Saddlebag teams from 
the Missionary Training Institute in New york resulted 
in frustration, extra cost, and a huge time commitment. 
The solution was to train up local young men and women, 
people who understood the rigours of Canadian prairie 
life both geographically and culturally. In September 
1924, the Great West Bible Institute was launched. Rev. 
Woodward served as Dean of Students with Margaret 
Connor as Dean of Women and Instructor in Evangelism. 
Ten students initially enrolled; however, it ballooned to 
18 students once fall harvest was completed. 

In winter, when the snow depth would not allow the 
Saddlebag mission to move forward, Woodward’s Great 
West Mission came to include the only missionary dog 

O u R  P A S T — O u R  H I S T O R y

sled team known in the world. Teams often traveled 
in extremely cold weather with communities great 
distances apart. The formation of a church in 
Beaverlodge was a welcome result of this mission 
endeavor.

In 1924, Woodward’s attention was directed towards 
the Gospel Car. The acquisition of the Ford truck 
involved an act of faith in which final payment 
on the vehicle was received minutes before the 
commissioning. The Gospel Car allowed for travel 
of greater distances, provided sleeping quarters, 
carried a portable organ for music, and a carrying 
rack for transporting a tent where meetings could be 
held. The first stop was Gwynne, Alberta, a notorious 
town controlled by bootleggers. A crowd gathered 
and surprisingly listened intently to the music and 
sermon delivered by Ed Cross. Miraculously, what 
was planned as a stopover turned into a revival 
which lasted six weeks and included three baptismal 
services. The Gospel Car traveled the prairies for 
numerous years.

The final component of the Great West Mission was 
the introduction of a radio ministry. Reuben Pearson, 
who accepted Jesus during the Gwynne revival, 
shared his passion for the emerging radio technology 
with Rev. Woodward, who had a common vision but 
not the needed expertise. A radio workshop was set 
up and Reuben laboured with basic equipment on 
a shoestring budget for over two years. Through 
a series of miracles, on Easter 1927, Beulah 
Tabernacle’s morning service became the first 
program broadcast. This paved the way for people 
in remote locations to hear the Good News of Jesus. 
The eternal outcomes of the radio ministry are many 
and far reaching.

Fruits of the mission work became evident with 
new congregations being established, and in 1926, 
Rev. Woodward left his role as pastor to become the 
District Superintendent. He was truly a visionary with 
an undeniable passion for lost souls!
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maude Chatham
beuLah mission founder

In 1907, Maude Chatham, a mission-minded lady in 
her mid-thirties, and her assistant Clara (Schafer) 
Price, both part of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ 
on leave to establish a mission, found in Edmonton a 
city with a great spiritual void.

These are her words describing her initial impression: 
“These first days in Edmonton will always have a vivid 
place in my memory: a slim purse, a few friends, and 
nothing great about us save a 
‘big motive’ to serve God and our 
fellowmen to the utmost that in us 
lay. There was the conviction that 
God’s hand was upon us for some 
special thing we had to do. Squalid 
rooms were taken on Peace 
Avenue (10135 – 101 Ave.). We 
spread a newspaper on the floor 
and knelt down amid old clothes, 
bottles, decks of cards, etc., and 
solemnly covenanted with God that 
He should have all there was of us, 
if He would make us a blessing in 
this place. There was a vision as 
we scrubbed and cleaned, of the 
sick cared for, the hungry fed, the stranger welcomed, 
and lost men and women redeemed from sin. All this 
pressed upon us as a need to be met in this young 
growing city.”

Beulah Mission firstly ministered to men who were 
homeless, who struggled with addictions, and who 
were generally wayward in their lives. Maude and 
Clara set to the task of cleaning, cooking, and serving 
in the daytime. In the evenings, they held gospel 

O u R  P A S T — O u R  H I S T O R y

services. God blessed them “above their asking and 
above their thinking.”

In its first two years, Beulah Mission provided 
roughly 13,000 meals, and 5,600 men had been 
lodged. Shortly after opening, a baby boy was left 
abandoned on their steps. The mission staff accepted 
this calling openly and cared for this little one until 
an adoptive family could be secured. In October of 

1910, the mission branched 
out to women in peril in 
Edmonton, establishing 
Beulah Home. This ministry 
was established to care for 
single mothers, for destitute 
and abandoned women. At 
the time, there was no other 
such assistance available 
in Edmonton! Maude also 
established the Edmonton 
Bible Institute in 1915.

After Maude struggled 
through the hardships of 
World War I, inadequate 

funding, and long hard hours, the toll on her physical 
health forced her to step back from her role in 1919. 
During this time, the Bible Institute and Mission 
floundered and eventually closed, but a small group 
of worshippers and supporters turned to the Christian 
& Missionary Alliance as a source of leadership.

Maude’s big vision to serve God and her obedience to 
do so was the beginning!



c
e

n
t

e
n

n
ia

l
 |

 b
e

u
l

a
h

 1
0

0
 y

e
a

r
s

23

muriel (oWen) moffat
saddLebaG missionary

Born into a Christian Science family, Muriel Owen found the preaching at Beulah 
Tabernacle strange at first. She had come to Edmonton from Toronto to live with 
her aunt, Olive Chapman, the church organist. On October 16, 1921, Muriel’s aunt 
literally grabbed her by the arm and virtually dragged her to the altar so that she 
would meet Jesus there—Beulah Tabernacle’s first convert. Despite her aunt’s 
coercion, Muriel took her newfound faith seriously and soon found herself on her 
way to the Missionary Training Institute in Nyack, New york. In the summer of 
1923, Muriel was selected as one of the first female horseback missionaries in 
the Great West Mission. With only a horse, a saddle, a blanket, and a map of her 

designated territory, Muriel risked life and limb riding out into the countryside of 
Alberta alone. 

She recalls: “The homesteads were sometimes separated by such great distances 
that one might ride for hours on end without seeing anything but vast stretches 
of prairie. On occasions I was very lonely, and even fearful. I had to learn step-
by-step, to trust my heavenly Father” (reference the book Rebirth, by Reynolds).  

Rev. Woodward’s assessment of Muriel’s work after that summer stated: “Muriel 
was not afraid of difficulty and entered into her labours with zeal and energy. She 
has an ideal spirit and would be a good worker in some new field.”

She would need training, as she and her soon-to-be husband, George Moffat 
(another saddlebag missionary), were to become the first foreign missionaries 
sent from Beulah Tabernacle. Together, they spent more than 40 years in Ecuador.

O u R  P A S T — O u R  H I S T O R y
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margaret Connor

Miss Margaret Connor arrived in Edmonton in the summer of 1924, having planted 
four churches in midwestern Saskatchewan. She had just negotiated their affiliation 
with the Christian & Missionary Alliance (C&MA) with Rev. A. W. Roffe, the District 
Superintendent of the C&MA in Canada. Rev. Woodward, in launching the Great 
West Bible Institute, had recruited Margaret as the Dean of Women and a lecturer 
in Evangelism at the school; she was raring to go.

Serving overseas as a missionary was Margaret’s dream and passion; however, the 
Missions Directors of numerous societies deemed her too old and too physically 
frail. They truly failed to see how deeply strong and capable she was.

In time, Margaret became the Assistant 
Pastor to Rev. Woodward in Beulah 
Tabernacle. She undertook pastoral 
visitation, led women’s Bible Studies, and 
demonstrated herself to be more than a 
capable preacher during Rev. Woodward’s 
frequent absences. Known as a woman of 
prayer, Margaret would stop a conversation 
in mid-sentence to say, “Let us bring this 
request before the Lord in prayer.” It is 
reported that she walked miles all over 
the city of Edmonton alone, visiting people 
who were going through difficult times or 
who had recently been converted, bringing 
cheer, comfort and encouragement to them.   
(reference the book Forgotten Voices, by 
Barbara L. Howe)  

upon Margaret’s departure after many years of service, Rev. J. D. Carlson praised 
her missional heart in the following words: “As we think of her work, the souls that 
have been saved, the people that God has allowed her to lead into a closer walk with 
Him, we say, ‘Praise God for allowing her to come into our midst.’”

Margaret did a lot of visitation work, and when anyone was passing through deep 
waters, Miss Connor was there!
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Jul Bratvold

Jul Bratvold came to Edmonton when he became employed by the Canadian 
Northern Railway.  In 1923 he was saved as a result of the Dr. Charles Price Crusade 
and through this he became affiliated with Beulah Tabernacle.

As a Norwegian immigrant, Jul never fully commanded the English language, but his 
love for Jesus and consistent testimony came through time and time again.  He was 
consistent, if not persistent, in his witness to his fellow railway workers.  He regularly 
visited the sick in hospitals and would hand out gospel tracts in his journeys.  Jul was 
also a generous man.  Numerous times, as a church board member during the Great 
Depression, he donated personal funds in order to make up for a budgetary shortfall.  

Over time the board declined his 
benevolence because of its frequency.  

He was a man sensitive to the Spirit 
of God. Once, he wrote to Sir Henry 
Thornton, President of CN Railways.  
He confessed to Mr. Thornton that he 
had come to possess some money 
(details were not revealed) somehow 
through his work, dollars that he had 
not earned.  He returned the money 
in full and asked for forgiveness.  Mr. 
Thornton personally replied to Jul, 
accepting his apology and affirming 
his appreciation of Jul’s integrity.  

Mr. Thornton concludes his 
correspondence to Jul:
“I congratulate you upon the decision 

you have reached, and I trust you will find peace and tranquility in the knowledge 
of a fine act well performed.”

Jul’s wife, Eleanor, summed up his life in a letter in 1961 to a friend:
“Jul could never be a preacher as he has no gift whatever for public work, or as a 
student in any sense of the word but he is a witness and is very faithful, and has 
won a good many souls.”
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reuBen Pearson
christian and missionary 
aLLiance (chma)

In 1924, radio was in its infancy. Edmonton had only three 
radio stations: CJCA (Edmonton Journal), CKuA (u of 
A), and another independent station. They all broadcast 
under one band, 580kHz, and thus had to divide up 
broadcast time. Rev. Woodward was intrigued by this 
new technology as a huge step forward in reaching the 
prairies with the gospel. However, he lacked the time, 
money, and expertise required to execute his vision.

Rueben Pearson stepped into the picture as an 18-year-
old high school graduate who had recently been saved 
during the Gwynne revival and had begun attending the 
Great West Bible Institute. He and Rev. Woodward shared 
their interest and passion for radio, and in short order, a 
radio workshop was set up in Woodward’s basement. For 
2+ years, Reuben laboured away with basic equipment 
and supplies, operating on a shoestring budget and 
often paying for necessary items from his own pocket. It 
eventually became evident that professional equipment 
would be required to keep pace with the increasing 
demands of government regulations for broadcasting.

Three applications for a radio license were rejected 
as there was a discernible resistance towards 
religious broadcasters. Enter Archie Carmichael. He 
had been elected the Progressive MP for Kindersley, 
Saskatchewan. Archie came west as an adventurer/
missionary/farmer in the early 1900s. He had been 
ordained in 1910 with the Brethren Church, but then 
took a bid into the political arena in 1921, where his 
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integrity and charisma endeared him to his constituents. 
As a Member of Parliament, he embraced Beulah’s vision. 
With his governmental encouragement, license approval 
was achieved in late 1926. Miraculously, a farmer from 
Kindersley would be found in the courts of government for 
such a time as this!

The necessary professional radio equipment was ordered, 
and Beulah’s congregation trusted God to supply $1,150 
to secure the equipment. On Easter Sunday of 1927, Radio 
Station CHMA launched its first program, broadcasting the 
morning service from Beulah Tabernacle. CHMA was the 
only exclusively religious radio station in its time, and it 
paved the way for remotely situated people to hear the good 
news of Jesus throughout Alberta, Saskatchewan, B.C., and 
beyond.

Reuben Pearson, a bit of a techno-nerd, would become 
known for using his gifts in electronics to share Jesus with 
thousands of people at the touch of a dial. 

For the next five years and beyond, Beulah Tabernacle was 
able to reach out to even greater distances. In conjunction 
with radio broadcasts by William Aberhart and Ernest 
Manning, the Alberta prairies transitioned from a spiritual 
wasteland into a Bible Belt in a matter of 25 years. CHMA 
and Beulah Tabernacle played more than a small part in the 
transformation!
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effie Pugh

The music would sound, and Effie Pugh would step up to the 
microphone. “When the Roll Is Called up yonder, I’ll Be There” 
announced the commencement of the Sunday evening service 
from Beulah Tabernacle.

Effie had come to Edmonton to teach at the Great West Bible 
Institute and had subsequently been hired by Beulah Tabernacle 
as Choir Director and Sunday School Director. Blessed with an 
amazing singing voice, she became a focal contributor to the 
spreading of the Good News of Jesus over the radio waves. 
Thousands of people would hear the gospel through CHMA 
broadcasts with Effie leading the congregational singing and the 
Fireside Hour after the service. People from out of town would 
come to Beulah Tabernacle to see the face of the woman behind 
the voice.

Many women also grew in their faith through the large Bible Study 
class she taught. But Effie was much more than that. Orphaned 
as a child. Raised by relatives. Trained in the Missionary Training 
School. Surrogate mother to her own orphaned niece. Living in 
the basement of a rescue mission. Effie was so much more than a 
voice—she was a totally devoted, humble servant of Jesus Christ!
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Perry van doorn
beuLah buses

There was a time when Beulah buses would travel 
nearby streets, bringing kids of all ages to learn about 
Jesus at Sunday School. Such excitement surrounded 
these buses as they’d pull into neighbourhoods and 
kids would pile on! For me as a young guy, it was an 
awesome experience, and after training, I was ready to 
hit the streets behind the wheel of those yellow beasts.

At one time, there were five buses in the Beulah 
fleet. Bus drivers covered a large route. Mine went 
as far northeast as 66 Street and 153 Avenue, all the 
way west to Winterburn Road. Other drivers covered 
similar ground going north and south of the church. 
Each bus had a supervising caregiver who would meet 
any needs that arose among the children and provide 
a welcoming heart, smiles, and listening ears.
 
Once the kids were dropped off at Beulah, that’s where 
my real story with Jesus begins. When I started driving 
the bus, I wasn’t a Christian, but the drivers would 
gather and have their own Sunday School. I fondly 
remember Max Runions, our teacher. God’s handiwork 
was at play, and I believe He laid it on the hearts of Max 
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and his wife to be my spiritual parents. Everything 
they taught was so relevant to me, which I now 
realize was all part of God’s design.

Each week as I drove the children home, I would 
hear, in excited voices, about what they learned in 
their Sunday School class. The Bus Ministry ran 
from the mid-1960s to the early 1980s. So many 
children heard the good news of Jesus.
 
I never expected that what started out as an 
adventure, driving buses through the streets of 
Edmonton, would lead to where I am today in my 
journey with Jesus. But then again, I shouldn’t be 
surprised that God was working behind the scenes 
all along!
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reverend david Belsey
buiLdinG project

I was Executive Pastor of Administration at Beulah 
from 1986–98. My ministry consisted of managing 
all support functions including support staff, 
overseeing finances, and maintaining the facility, 
among other duties.

In addition, I provided leadership in the design and 
construction of the new church on 98A Ave. One of 
my first functions was to sign the cheque for one 
million dollars to purchase the land where the 
church now stands. To move forward, I assembled 
a Building Committee consisting of five leaders in 
the church that met every week for over two years. 

A key component of my role was to secure the 
funding necessary to build and pay for the new 
church. We organized three major fundraising 
campaigns during my tenure, and I worked with the 
Royal Bank to arrange all financing. The Northern 
Alberta’s corporate manager at the bank was named 
Fred. He and I spent a lot of time together, since 
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it was necessary to keep him apprised of our building 
progress and fundraising as well as to provide financial 
updates. We often met at his office or, at times, mine 
at the church. I was able to share my faith journey with 
him, and over time, connecting with other Christian 
businessmen, he came to faith in Jesus. He invited me 
to his retirement dinner in the penthouse offices of the 
Royal Bank, where I said the blessing. 

After his retirement to the Kelowna BC area, he returned 
to visit one Sunday and shared how he and his wife were 
attending a Baptist church in Kelowna, where he taught 
Sunday School. It is amazing that along with arranging 
financing, blueprints, and building our facility, God also 
included plans to change a life and build His Kingdom!
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reverend gordon skitCh

Gordon Skitch came into contact with Beulah 
Tabernacle as a result of a tragedy in his life. He had 
been studying to become a Methodist clergyman 
when, in the summer of 1922, he was present 
on a camping trip where a young man drowned. 
This event profoundly affected young Gordon as it 
caused him to have a nervous breakdown. While in 
hospital in Edmonton, he met his future wife, Mabel 
Railton, and upon his release, they decided to attend 
Beulah Tabernacle.

A strong bond was formed between Rev. Woodward 
and Gordon, resulting in 
Gordon filling the pulpit 
for consecutive Sundays 
in the fall of 1922. In 
the summer of 1924, 
the Gospel Car had just 
been completed. Gordon 
Skitch and Ed Cross were 
appointed to be the first 
missionaries sent out 
with the Car!

Gordon graduated from 
the Missionary Training 
Institute in Nyack and 
pastored the Alliance 
Tabernacle in Ontario 
for 2 years. When he 
returned to pastor 
Beulah Tabernacle in 
1928, there were already 
signs on the horizon of 
downturns in the economy. There was increasing 
pressure from the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
headquarters in Nyack because the Bible Institute, the 
Great West Mission, and the Western Canadian District 
were generating less in resources for international 
missions than they required for adequate funding. 
The radio station, although it had significant reach 
throughout the prairies, also required increased 

funding in order to remain technically viable and 
cover operating expenses.

In the midst of it all, Gordon Skitch arrived in 
Edmonton, a breath of fresh air. Gordon was a jovial 
man, known to be of good cheer and generous to a 
fault. His wife describes times when she had sent 
him to the store with the last of their family cash 
in order to purchase bread and meat for supper. 
Gordon, she tells, returned home with no meat, 
no bread, and no money. He had met someone 
along the way whose need was greater than his 

own, and he had given 
away their groceries. 
Another time, he went 
out on a cold day and 
returned home without 
his coat, as he had given 
it to someone in need. His 
response was always “the 
Lord will provide,” and 
according to Mrs. Skitch, 
the Lord always did. 
Gordon preached, held 
street meetings, and did 
hospital and jail visitation, 
always with a smile on 
his face and a song in his 
heart.

Gordon walked through 
the Great Depression with 
Beulah Tabernacle. Hard 
times brought people to 

the Tabernacle in search of answers and spiritual 
solace. The Tabernacle executed a building 
expansion in 1930 in order to add more Sunday 
School space and a choir loft. When Gordon left the 
Tabernacle and Edmonton in 1937, the Edmonton 
Police Department honored him with the citation, 
“Edmonton’s Best Loved Man.”
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reverend J.d. Carlson

Joseph Carlson, or J. D. as he was commonly known, arrived at Beulah in November 
1939. The Carlsons were not unknown to Beulah at the time of their calling, as they had 
visited the Tabernacle back in February of 1939.

If Beulah had a strong emphasis on music at that time, and it did, that emphasis was 
heightened under the leadership of Rev. Carlson. He was an accomplished pianist, and 
his wife, June, was equally gifted on the marimbaphone. He had been a bandleader who 

had moved “from the jazz hall to Jesus.” A charismatic personality who possessed sharp 
communication skills, he quickly endeared himself to the Tabernacle’s congregation. 
These attributes also proved to be invaluable assets for the building and maintaining of 
a vibrant radio ministry, a forte of the Carlsons’. 

The Carlsons obtained an almost celebrity status, travelling to outlying communities 
for evangelistic meetings and packing out community halls as well as the Tabernacle 
on any given Sunday. Rev. Carlson went under the banner of “evangelist” as opposed to 
“pastor.” This strongly reflected the nature and direction of his ministry in his time as 
pastor of Beulah Tabernacle. 

After a very successful ministry reaching into countless homes via the radio, in 1947, 
Reverend Carlson took leadership of a church in Toronto, which eventually affiliated 
with the Christian and Missionary Alliance under the name of Avenue Road Alliance.
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reverend Paul Currie

The arrival of Rev. Paul Currie to Beulah 
Tabernacle in 1953 would not traditionally be 
considered a revival; however, in the truest sense, 
it sparked one.
 
He came to Beulah from the youth for Christ 
ministry, one of the cutting-edge Christian 
organizations of the time. Baby Boomers 
demanded church with more fresh and 
contemporary methods. One of the conditions 
of his accepting the call to Beulah Tabernacle 
was that the church agree to move and build a 
new facility. 

One of the latent benefits of Rev. Currie’s 
youth for Christ days included his exposure 
to some of the world’s preeminent speakers 
and Christian thinkers of the day. Mission 
conventions, evangelistic outreaches, and 
prophetic conferences included speakers such 
as Dr. Tenney, Dr. Rice, and Dr. Johnson. 

Much of Rev. Currie’s tenure focused on building 
the new Tabernacle on 124 Street and 108 Avenue. 
This endeavor was not without challenges, 
punctuated by the bankruptcy of the general 
contractor. Despite these obstacles, the church 
grew, with people coming to know the Lord and 
Sunday School attendance more than doubling. 
Sunday School initiatives were launched in the 
High Park and Sherwood Park communities. 
Sunday School attendance contests were all 
the rage, resulting in Sunday School classes 
bursting at the seams. It echoed back to Rev. 
Woodward’s principle: “Therefore every possible 
effort and method that we could derive to get 
the message out to those in need, we had to use 
those methods.”
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reverend david anderson

During Pastor Anderson’s ministry in Ottawa, Pastor 
Brooks of 10th Avenue Alliance, Vancouver, came to 
preach.  After the service, Pastor Brocks invited the 
Anderson family out for dinner.  At the dinner table, 
discussion took place about Edmonton which was the 
start of Pastor Anderson’s journey to Beulah Alliance 
Church (Beulah) in 1959.

Pastor Anderson displayed his love for ministry; the 
key words would be “compassion for people” and to see 
people discover Jesus Christ as Saviour. He also loved 
to share the pulpit with excellent speakers, particularly 
for the Sunday night services such 
as Premier E.C. Manning, Major Ian 
Thomas (founder of Capernwray 
schools), Sidlow Baxter, the Satura 
Twins and the Palermo Brothers.  He 
was known to often compare notes 
with Lowell young, First Alliance, 
Calgary and Pastor Brooks, 10th 
Avenue Alliance, Vancouver.  

Beulah ministries during the 1960’s 
and 1970’s were greatly influenced 
by his leadership including the 
beginning of the Beulah bus 
ministry, which transported 
hundreds of children to Sunday 

School and Vacation Bible school each summer.  
On Beulah’s 40th anniversary with the Christian & 
Missionary Alliance (C&MA) in 1961, Beulah’s Vacation 
Bible School had over 1,000 children enrolled.  

During his time at Beulah one notable focus was the 
annual Missions week, with meetings every evening 
highlighting different missionaries.  Often the choir 
would dress in clothing from various countries. A 
procession of flags identifying all of the countries 
where the C&MA served was an inspiring start to each 
Missions Week!

Both Pastor and Mrs. Anderson loved missionaries 
and their work, so on their 25th wedding anniversary, 
Beulah gave them a 3 month sabbatical so they could 
visit Alliance missionaries at many mission areas of 
the world.

Anderson’s always were a team.  Their son shared that 
entertaining church families at least two Sundays per 
month after the evening service was normal.  People 
would share their testimonies, sing, share in desserts 
and coffee, but when it came to 11:00 p.m., Pastor 
Anderson would stand and say, “Let’s pray in closing”.  
Everyone then knew it was time to go home.

Lasting influences of their ministry was reaching into 
the community in new ways and a renewed emphasis 
on missions!
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reverend alBert runge

In the words of Rev. Albert Runge, “Generosity is the 
word that best describes the congregation in Beulah 
Alliance Church.”
 
In 1981 when Beulah was searching for a new senior 
pastor, Albert Runge was called to lead Beulah, in part 
due to his experience in major church relocations.

Beulah had purchased 40 acres outside the city limits 
and the church was looking to build on this new site.  At 
that time, there did not seem to be a strong consensus 
from the congregation to move forward so the building 
project was put on hold. The project was fully halted 
when the city incorporated the Winterburn property 
and they required significant work to extend Parkland 
County approvals to the City of Edmonton.

At this juncture Pastor Runge felt the biggest challenge 
was to restore the congregation’s confidence in the 
future. Over time, he remembers the congregation 
deciding to pull together and trust God in this situation.

Several obstacles were overcome in moving the 
building project forward. God miraculously provided the 
acquisition of a prime piece of land in west Edmonton, 
the sale of the church on 124th Street during a difficult 
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real estate environment. Pastor Runge commented, “The 
people of Beulah were without great personal financial 
resources, but everyone gave what God led them to give 
and together sacrificially raised the funds needed.”  
Construction began on Beulah’s current West campus 
site in 1989 and the building vision became a reality!  A 
year later, after Albert Runge had successfully led the 
congregation to this new location, God called him to serve 
at Seven Oaks Alliance Church in Abbotsford, BC. 

Since that time Beulah has been privileged to reach 
thousands more people within our city as we continue 
to share the good news of Jesus. God’s hand of blessing 
has been upon many new and exciting initiatives that our 
new facility made possible.
 
Pastor Runge commented, “All our expertise, planning 
and strategizing would have been in vain unless God was 
in it. While all the glory rightfully belongs to God, the joy 
of serving Him comes to us!”
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reverend keith taylor

It has been an incredible privilege to serve as lead 
pastor of Beulah for 30 of these first 100 years. My 
story with Beulah has 2 chapters, and the first chapter 
had an early start. It began at birth! My grandmother 
became a devoted follower of Jesus through Beulah’s 
ministry in the 1930’s, and my parents in the mid-
1950’s. I grew up participating in the life of the church, 
and in my late teens I surrendered my life to Jesus 
at Camp Nakamun during a Beulah sponsored youth 
retreat, along with Jacquie, whom I would marry a 
few years later (at Beulah). Jacquie had been invited 
to youth group by a classmate, and that had started 
her journey towards Jesus.

Chapter 2 would begin in my mid 30’s when the 
Beulah Elder’s Board invited me to consider the role 
of lead Pastor (in 1991) and our family returned to 
Edmonton. Few pastors serve in their hometown or 
home church, yet we sensed a clear calling and came 
open handed to see what God would do.  Edmonton 
was growing rapidly, and we sensed a strong leading 
to reach our generation for Christ.  

God had shaped my conviction that the Church must 
be intentional about both the Great Commission and 
the Great Commandment. Jesus commission to “go 
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and make disciples” meant we are to be a people on 
the move; actively and boldly sharing the Good News. 
His Great Commandment “to love others as we love 
ourselves” meant that the church is called to be good 
news, as we share the good news. The Jesus-centered 
life will be evidenced by a loving church of devoted 
Christ-followers. These two directives shaped the 
faithful, intentional, and prayerful strategies for us to 
be a church on mission for Jesus. We framed a simple, 
yet clear vision statement that would center our focus: 
“To reach, teach and equip people to know, love and 
serve Jesus”.  

The greatest joy I have is to know that countless 
thousands of people have heard the good news 
of God’s grace in Jesus over these past 30 years. 
Whether through life-related biblical teaching, or by 
attending a Christmas dramatic musical, or through 
countless programs and initiatives, or maybe a 
simple conversation in a backyard or office, countless 
numbers of people began their journey toward Jesus 
on the arm of a friend. The presence of seeking friends 
made the Alpha course a strategic part of reaching 
people for Jesus. We expanded it to “Alpha Anywhere!”. 
From small group gatherings to restaurants, even high 
school lunchrooms with teens. Lives and eternities 
have been changed! 
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I am convinced so much happened over these years, 
not because of our capacities or competencies, but the 
Spirit of God working through and beyond our efforts. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us…”(Eph 3:20). God 
stretched our faith to believe and depend upon him for 
more. I am so thankful to have served a church willing to 
adapt and change its methods, while still anchored to the 
truth. A wonderful memory was our first “big” baptism. We 
challenged our entire congregation to full commitment to 
Christ and to our surprise, 153 people were baptized on 
a single weekend!  Jesus words came to my mind, throw 
your nets over the other side… and the disciples pulled in 
153 fish. Our part is to be obedient; it is God’s part to bless 
and provide.  

In 2001 we launched the Beyond the Walls vision for 
multiplication. Hundreds of attenders graciously 
volunteered to launch a multi-site campus in the 
South-west, as well as start the Crosspointe church. 
We embraced the Lighthouse Hispanic and the Arabic 
speaking congregations. We have witnessed a beautiful 
diversity of people with one Lord.

It was also a global vision to share the good news to the 
ends of the earth. Countless projects led us to partner, send 
out teams, and resource ministries including supporting 
an international church plant in Vietnam, pioneering a 
humanitarian initiative in Thailand, equipping pastors in 
Cuba, providing medical relief in Niger, sponsoring more 
than 1000 children in third world countries, and through 
sending out international workers.  

To help provide adequate programming, administrative 
and worship capacity, the West Campus experienced 
multiple expansions and renovations. The construction 
of the Southwest Campus was a huge undertaking. The 
congregation generously supported these expansions so 
that we could serve more people, in better ways.  

Although Beulah grew wider in scope, we also purposed 
to grow deeper in knowledge and experience with Jesus.  
Through ministries like small groups, celebrate recovery, 

prayer ministry, various bible studies, classes, 
courses, retreats and workshops; we were committed 
to growing deeper in Jesus, in the knowledge of 
his Word. Jesus transformed marriages, families, 
and set people free to experience true life. None of 
this would be possible without an amazing, servant 
hearted congregation. A committed team of Spirit-
empowered and gifted servants gave of their time, 
talent and treasure to the One who gave His all for us. 

Perhaps Chapter 3 of my Beulah Story is beginning 
as my children’s children are a part of the Beulah 
church family, making it 5 generations impacted by 
one church! May Jesus be praised!
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reverend maynor motta
LiGhthouse campus

Approximately 12 years ago, as the Spanish congregation grew and had just bought a 
building, I found myself praying that God would allow: 1) for me to have an opportunity to 
continue to grow in the context of other pastors, and 2) for the congregation to be able to 
impact our Hispanic population with the gospel both locally and internationally.

A few weeks later, I met a pastor from Beulah’s staff. Beulah had approved a new multisite 
strategy, and it seemed that a potential merger was something that could align with these 
desired goals. The conversations and discernment period lasted about a year, and in time, 
the Lighthouse Evangelical Church amalgamated, and I became part of Beulah’s staff as 
a campus pastor.

Over the next few years, we faced the difficulties of merging two existing congregations, 
which involved something bold, something unique in our city, and something highly 
complex. But by God’s grace, we became “one church,” worshipping in many locations and 
many languages with the goal of reaching Edmonton and beyond with the gospel of Christ.

Personally, I was granted the opportunity to grow, to be challenged, and to be surrounded 
as part of an amazing staff. The friendships, the work ethic, and the love that comes with 
being part of the diversity of backgrounds, experiences, and dedication among the staff 
deepen my love for God, for His church, and for my commitment to the Great Commission. 
Many times, I have been strengthened by the support and love I experienced as I worked 
alongside a great team of committed staff members. I would not be who I am had I not 
been a part of such quality men and women who are co-labourers in the service to God.

The Lighthouse Campus congregation has been able to see many people come to know, 
grow, and serve Jesus due to the existing support, generosity, and obedience modelled 
by Beulah. It has been a true, healthy, and strong partnership bringing glory to God, 
strengthening His church, and attracting those who need to hear the gospel in their own 
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native language. We are privileged to minister to both first and second generations 
of Hispanic immigrants to Canada. We have been empowered and resourced to 
implement programs like English Second Language (ESL), the Tax Clinic, block 
parties, and benevolence assistance to individuals and organizations in the city, 
as well as support and training to churches and pastors in several Latin American 
countries.

A decade later, I can see God’s handiwork interweaving our congregations to achieve 
a common goal. God has answered my personal and congregational requests. I firmly 
believe the best is yet to come as we continue to go, grow, give, serve, and multiply 
together to bring glory to our faithful and ever-loving God. yes, the best is yet to come!
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reverend neil truong
southwest campus

When I reflect about the Southwest Campus at Beulah, I often have to pinch myself. I cannot 
help but be amazed at what God has done. He took a small group of people from the West 
Campus and sent them out to launch its first multi-site location: the Whitemud Creek Campus. 
This campus has grown from a small group initially meeting in a community centre and 
through a few moves to other locations, then meeting at the Windermere Cineplex Theatre 
for several years, and now to the present location at the Southwest Campus in Chappelle.
 
By God’s grace, the Whitemud Creek Campus broke through growth barriers. As we were 
outgrowing the theatre due to space limitations, and with some uncertainty of when we might 
be forced to move, God gave us a vision to build. Soon, I found myself at a congregational 
meeting sharing about a bold faith vision to build a Southwest Campus. As a church family, 

we voted that evening, and with a near unanimous consensus we dared to step out in bold 
faith and give of our time, talent, and resources to move forward. It was such a humbling 
and beautiful picture of God bringing all the campuses together to support establishing a 
new campus that many may not even attend or personally benefit from. That is the fuel and 
heartbeat behind mission and multiplication that God gave us to be a gospel presence in the 
southwest corridor.
 
A year and a half after that initial meeting, the construction began, and the building was 
completed in September 2019. The day we took possession and had our grand opening was 
unforgettable! As the campus grew, so did our city. Many people in the southwest region of 
Edmonton are extremely diverse. That is one of the many things I truly adore about our church 
family. After all, isn’t that how eternity with God will look? People redeemed and praising God 
from every tribe, tongue, and nation!
 
Since then, we’ve held worship services, multiple baptisms, our first Christmas Eve services, 
first Alpha classes, first baby dedications, and first parking lot block party, and we participated 
in a community motorcycle rally for a great cause. All of these endeavours are not just events 
on a calendar; they facilitated multiple stories of life change to many of those who entered 
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our doors. Having a presence in the southwest of Edmonton has provided us the 
opportunity to serve and minister to a whole new community of people.
 
As I said in the beginning, I often have to pinch myself when it comes to the 
Southwest Campus. It was a God-sized vision that included all of God’s people 
praying and participating to bring it to fruition. As the city continues to grow, we 
are truly positioned well, both geographically and spiritually, to be a conduit for 
effective ministry and multiplication. To God be all the glory and to Him who is able 
to do exceedingly abundantly more than we could ever ask or imagine!



N E X T G E N
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Craig nyBoer
youth

Craig grew up in a Christian home and attended youth Group from Grade 7 through 12. 
There were many influential times during those years: youth Retreats, yC events, and two 
short-term missions were transformative in his journey with Jesus! 

Craig’s values were significantly influenced by the mission trips he participated in. He 
was inspired to complete a degree in engineering and use his profession to help those 
who did not have the same educational resources or opportunities. His degree has now 
allowed him to work with humanitarian organizations to build necessary infrastructure. 
It was the mission trips that opened his eyes to needs around the world, including in our 
own backyard. Craig shared, “They provided me with a new perspective, and I am more 
content and more generous in life.”

Craig remembers his Small Group during his 
high school years. They met for a mid-week 
large group session once a month and then 
in Small Groups in homes for the other three 
weeks. Those smaller-group worship times 
were particularly meaningful; they were 
instrumental in his faith development as they 
provided an environment where it was safe 
to ask questions while studying scriptural 
principles. The Small Group worship times 
were profound to him because they provided 
for “simplicity of worship together” compared 
to a large church service environment. He 
described those times as “getting outfitted 
with the armour of God and reinforcing 
my faith!”

Craig had a deep relationship with the youth leaders and witnessed how they poured 
themselves into the lives of the youth. After he graduated from high school, it was a natural 
transition to take on leadership roles in the youth Group. Craig feels God has given him a 
gift of leadership, and he experiences fulfillment from teaching scripture. He continues 
as a volunteer leader and mentor in Beulah’s youth Department. It is the ministry he loves 
most and that brings him the most joy.

“It is inspiring to see incredible growth take place in the youth and see them make faith 
their own!”

N E X T G E N
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viCki BoWker
christian education

Vicki knew at an early age that God was calling her to teach children. When she was still 
in elementary school, she called neighbourhood children to her backyard “classroom” 
to teach them. After attending Canadian Bible College and later marrying Holden, she 
moved to Edmonton with her husband. Holden’s brother Merl was on staff at Beulah, so the 
newlyweds decided to attend there. Before long, Vicki began volunteering with two others 
to teach Grade 4-6 children. This new team longed to see kids excited to come to church, 
so they made some creative changes to help engage them in their journey of faith. Instead 
of sitting and listening to the teacher, they were now active participants in the classroom.

In time, Pastor Harvey Town hired Vicki as Director of Christian Education (CE) Ministries. 
Vicki pioneered many new innovations in this role. The Summer Day Camps ministry for 
elementary kids involved Bible exploration, crafts, music, and field trips around the city. 
The International Center of Learning held at Beulah is where Vicki helped train volunteers 
with teaching skills and insight into new ways of presenting God’s Word. And Wee College 

was Vicki’s greatest joy as she witnessed the passion 
of Beulah’s own Velma Rust soar with her ideas to 
reach and teach young children.

It was always more than simply initiating or 
administrating these creative and successful 
programs that fuelled Vicki and filled her soul. It was 
watching children’s eyes light up when some truth 
or understanding from God’s Word began to make 
sense and they could see how Jesus could make a 
difference in their lives. It was helping inexperienced 
adults begin to understand the spiritual gift God 
had given them, then lovingly encouraging them to 

obediently step into ministry. One woman, who was extremely shy, felt there was nothing 
she could do in a teaching role. Vicki sensed her longing to be involved, and by making 
classes smaller, she formed a new 4 and 5-year-old department, which became a beautiful 
match for her. This lady discovered her gifting, flourishing so well that she became the 
department leader for many years!

1 Timothy 4:12 says, “Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an 
example to all believers in what you teach, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and 
your purity.” Vicki had a very clear call from God to teach, and the staff and community of 
Beulah Alliance helped her step fully into that calling. 

N E X T G E N
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Claire neilsen
youth

I’ve been attending Beulah youth for three years, and God has shown Himself to me in ways 
that I didn’t know were possible. There was one specific moment where Jesus changed 
the way I saw the world. 

One night at youth, we talked about the power of prayer and how God can still heal people 
today. During Small Group time, we prayed over multiple people, and God cured many 
minor injuries. This experience was often in the back of my mind, but I never really dwelled 
on it again until a weekend retreat months later.

We were participating in a worship service when our youth pastor, Chris Whitelaw, called 
me and a few others to the front to pray for healing over people. One by one, people with 
illness or injuries came to be prayed over, and many of them encountered healing. One 
girl I will never forget. She was on crutches when she came up for prayer. After praying, 
she was jumping and dancing.

Because of Beulah youth, I have seen the wonders and miracles of God that people don’t 
talk about enough. I’ve learned that God can work through me to do anything He wants 
and that He has a bigger purpose for my life!

N E X T G E N
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loraJoy and izzy dimangondayao
KidZone

Our 13-year-old, Izzy, may not remember crying through services in the Parents’ Room or 
practicing her first steps in the nursery, but I do. At the time, parents were scheduled to 
volunteer, and I remember being moved by the instructions to keep the infants and toddlers 
we held in our arms, in our prayers. 

From there, like many Beulah children, Izzy moved 
on to mid-week Wee College, where she explored 
the Bible with patient but fun teachers. When 
Izzy graduated from Wee College—complete with 
ceremony and cap—she applied and interviewed 
for Beulah’s 4:12 discipleship and leadership 
program (formerly called Avodah), named for 
the encouragement in 1 Timothy 4:12 (ESV): “Let 
no one despise you for your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity.” It really was through 4:12 
training that Izzy’s relationships with our church 
family deepened. This program connected her 
with the ministry life of our church. To help in 
KidZone, she was trained to operate the audio-
visual system, host Small Groups, and lead kids in 
worship. Along with on-the-job-training, Izzy was 
part of a Small Group of other children, mentored 
by dedicated Jesus-followers. 

In her own words, she enthusiastically shares her experience:

“Growing up at Beulah was awesome. They had puppets. They had Lego. They had bean bag 
chairs. They had FREE snacks! And occasionally, we were given some time to play on phones. 
But, most importantly, they had amazing leaders who would invite us to dig deeper in our 
faith, to press into Jesus. They would welcome our deeper questions. 

Fast forward to now—I have the joy of helping out as a Small Group leader! I get to work with 
Pastor Anne and all the other leaders who raised me! It’s so cool to watch the kids I work 
with grow up. It’s so crazy that now most of them are in youth Ministry. It’s kind of sad that 
kids eventually move out of KidZone, but it’s really awesome that most of them are growing 
in Beulah youth and are getting involved in the ministries of our church. 

I love that I get to help out and that I get to work with the people who basically helped raise me.” 

Izzy has graduated from the 4:12 program and KidZone and now serves, using her training in 
audio-visual production assistance, in “big church” and Beulah youth. She still calls KidZone 
home and continues to take every opportunity to serve there. In many ways, it is “home within 
home,” and the KidZone team is very much a part of her family.

N E X T G E N
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never sought applause but humbly served for 25 years, 
seeing many children and those children’s children come 
through this ministry. 
 
One mom who taught Wee College says, “To this day, if I 
am looking up a book of the Bible, I sing the song ‘These 
are the books of the Bible’ that I learned in Wee College. It 
always directs me to the right place.” A former graduate 
remembers 2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 
He often draws direction from this memorized verse while 
serving as a minister, mentor, and seeker of truth for his 
denomination.
 

Velma says that, years later, graduates tell her they 
remember their verses, songs, and the books of the 
Bible. Many parents celebrate Velma because, thanks 
to her efforts to bring Wee College to Beulah, they also 
memorized Bible verses with their children. 
 
One person with a dream has impacted many with God’s 
Word hidden deep in their hearts!

velma rust
wee coLLeGe

Wee College is a Bible-based program for children ages 
four to six. In the 1970s, Velma Rust knew the importance 
of teaching a child at an early age about God’s love for 
them and implanting God’s Word into their hearts. When 
asked why she was so committed to Wee College at 
Beulah, Velma replied, ”Jesus asked me to make sure 
these precious little ones would be taught the Word of 
God, be rooted and grow up knowing Jesus loves them 
and is with them always.”
 
Velma presented the idea of a Bible memory program to 
Beulah’s Christian Education Pastor, Vicki Bowker, and got 
the green light to spearhead it as a volunteer. She knew 
that Jesus loved the little children, and this ministry would 
add to their overall education. Bibles were purchased and 
colour coded: red for the books of Moses, white for the 
books of History (Old Testament), orange for the books 
of Poetry, blue for the Major Prophets, pink for the Minor 
Prophets, green for the four Gospels, purple for the books 
of History (New Testament), yellow for Paul’s letters, 
brown for the General Letters, and gold for the book of 
Prophecy. Over the three-year program, the Lord’s Prayer, 
the 23rd Psalm, the Beatitudes, the Armour of God, Psalm 
150, and the Wordless Book were added. By graduation 
time, the children learned over 65 verses. 
 
Velma and her team of volunteers gave tirelessly, and they 
joyfully saw children absorb God’s Word. Velma always 
gave glory to God and honoured the volunteers. She 

N E X T G E N
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anne kiBBleWhite 
KidZone

Two things Anne Kibblewhite grew up knowing: 
“Jesus loves me, and someone at church loves 
me.” Even before she was born, the people of 
Beulah surrounded her mother in prayer for 
Anne’s safe arrival. Her family was committed 
to and involved in many church ministries. Many 
hours were spent at the church, and alongside 
her mom, dad, and others, Anne saw firsthand 
what it means to serve. Not only did Anne grow 
up in Beulah, it’s also where she gave her heart 
to Jesus and learned to hear His voice and follow 
His leading!

During Anne’s elementary years, servant-
hearted volunteers asked her to help prepare 
for Sunday or Wednesday night activities. Anne 
was thrilled when she was asked to be a junior 
worker in Children’s Ministry. Her brother Tim 
was born with spina bifida and needed help at 
Wee College; Anne was perfect as his assistant. 
The Beulah church family was a very stable 
foundation as she continued serving through 
her teen years, always confident that someone 
would be there for her, mentoring, praying, and 
guiding her.

Anne believed Jesus was calling her to be a 
teacher. She had an easy time at school, but 

N E X T G E N

university was a wake-up call. She discovered 
she had no study skills! She finished her first 
year at the university of Alberta but started 
questioning what she was doing. Jesus took 
her back to the basics, reminding her that 
He loved her and so did the family of Beulah. 
Anne applied for a one-year term at Vanguard 
Bible College, which turned into five years and 
a Bachelor of Theology, with a major in Music 
and a minor in Children’s Ministry.

Anne worked part-time in Beulah’s kids ministry 
while at Vanguard, so when she graduated, she 
became a full-time staff member in Elementary 
Ministries. Her desire to teach teamed up with 
her love for Jesus and for sharing His gospel 
with the children.

Anne has now come full circle: she mentors, 
listens to, prays for, and encourages her team 
of volunteers as they help children know, love, 
and serve Jesus. When her volunteers have 
a hard day, she asks, ”Has a child heard that 
Jesus loves them and someone at Beulah loves 
them?” The answer is always “yes,” and Anne 
replies, “Well then, we have success!” From the 
beginning, the community of believers believed 
in Anne, and now she gets to do the same with 
those who work with her.

One of Anne’s life verses is “He has made 
everything beautiful in its time. He has also 
set eternity in the human heart, yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from beginning to 
end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11 NIV).
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santi dimangondayao
youth

Shifting into teenage-hood, there’s always that collective anxiety that encapsulates 
youth. I would enter situations and feel an uncertainty, which in retrospect, I know we 
all have felt or will feel. The mental walls seem to push in on us. From 12 years old 
and onward, it felt as if everyone was staring at me, expecting me to be this or that.

But Beulah has always been a safe space, inspiring growth within  the mind and 
growth in my relationship with God. It prompts you to grow in fellowship with other 
people, while at the same time making your relationship with God deeply personal. 

The real change I saw within myself 
came at the end of Grade 8. I was getting 
baptized, and I was super excited, but at 
the same time terrified of the crowd, my 
voice, the moment in between; would 
people get me? The moment during the 
whole process was blurry, but reflecting 
upon it later, I realized my greatest 
fear was being heard. Would people 
understand where I was coming from or 
why I was saying what I shared, and would 
it matter? God answered that desire!

youth has given many students (me 
included) the chance to realize our 
potential and to act upon that motivation to serve, or simply to step into Christianity. 
In youth, we learn not just to worship and pray, but to be constantly in the presence 
of God. Being a Christian is not just something we do on Sunday, it’s not just the 
raising of hands and the folding of fingers, it is now our way of life.

N E X T G E N
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denise lang
youth

One of the things I value so much about Beulah is our commitment to prayer and the certitude 
that God raises prayer warriors from all ages. I was one of Beulah’s youth pastors for many 
years, and that gave me a front-row seat to the life change that Jesus would do among our youth. 
When teenagers learn to pray, it’s amazing to see the life transformations that begin to happen.

I recall one summer in the early 2000s when I had 
two teens (a boy and a girl) come to me asking 
to start a youth prayer group. God had placed a 
burden on their hearts to pray for their peers, 
and we would meet weekly to pray. We fervently 
prayed for God to send a fresh wind of His Spirit 
and a heart for prayer into our youth group. And 
God did not disappoint! Prayers of repentance, 
gratitude, healing, spiritual warfare; nothing was 
off limits for our prayer group. By September, the 
youth prayer group grew to 20 teenagers who met 
weekly for two hours of solid prayer. Students 
would text in prayer requests, and often you would 
see our youth laying hands and praying for one 
another in a youth prayer service. For teenagers, 
prayer became the first line of defense. When in 
need, calling friends was good, but talking to God, 
even better!
 

It’s impossible to relay all the amazing things God did in the lives of teenagers, but suffice it to 
say, because two teens took God at His word that He could do marvelous things in their midst, 
the youth group became a house of prayer where lives were changed, and teenagers believed 
God for big things. Many students from that ministry went on to a variety of ministry roles. One 
has planted a church, another is in full-time missions, another is a worship pastor, several are 
now pastors, and happily many others are thriving in their faith, so many years later. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.” And Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell 
you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” 

I look back with joy and gratitude: gratitude because God keeps His promises when it comes to 
prayer, and joy because there is nothing like seeing the joy in a teenager when they personally 
have heard from God. That’s something that makes faith stick!

N E X T G E N
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kendall Jeske
smaLL Groups

Some time ago, I was looking for an opportunity to connect with other men and just have a 
candid discussion of how God is impacting our lives and how, as men, we can do better in the 
places that have the most influence on us and our time, specifically our work and our families. 

My wife’s friend mentioned to her 
that there was a men’s Small Group 
that her husband attended regularly 
where I could be involved. At first 
I was a little hesitant, but it was 
definitely what I was looking for 
to work towards building a better 
connection with God. 

The men’s Small Group met 
regularly at 6:00 a.m. at the 
Starbucks in Wolf Willow. We 
discussed many topics that ranged 
from how we can be better fathers, 
husbands, and leaders in the 
workplace to just finding ways to 
reach out and help one another in 
anything that we struggled with. For me, and the other men, it was a wonderful place to open 
up and talk about things that we generally kept private.

As time went on, I found myself looking forward to these meetings and even wishing that they 
could happen more often. After our discussion times, I would notice that when I went to work, I 
felt more alive, more positive, and more filled with the Holy Spirit. Those mornings around the 
table, with friends, coffee, and Bible in hand, really did set me off on the right path to start the 
day. These times impacted me so much that I was compelled to share with my wife how much I 
was enjoying the men’s group and how much it was having a positive effect on me.
 
I am still in the same men’s group, although our focus has changed somewhat, and the 
opportunity to get together is in flux due to the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions on gathering. 
We still try to get together for fireside discussions, and we’ve even done some exploring in the 
woods. Every time we gather, respecting social distancing, I feel refreshed and renewed with 
the Holy Spirit and ready to take on any struggles that I am currently facing. 

P R O G R A M S
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shirley sChmidt
Kitchen ministry

Henry and I decided to attend Beulah as a young 
married couple in 1978. We quickly became involved in 
the adult Koinonia Sunday School class, volunteering 
in the Nursery, and then teaching Sunday School.

When our children went to school full time, I was 
able to volunteer more. I remembered serving in the 
church kitchen with my mom, as well as enjoying 
peeling potatoes and washing dishes at Bible School, 
so I offered to help out at the Senior Luncheons.

I soon found myself on a Women’s Committee 
representing all things kitchen related and working 
with other committed mentors of mine. A short 
time later, I accepted the first staff position of Food 
Services Manager at Beulah with much excitement.

There are so many stories of leading the Food 
Services team. I keenly remember one time when we 
were serving supper at a missions event and so many 
people came that Pastor Keith Taylor told those at the 
end of the line they may experience firsthand what 
it was like to go hungry. Another time in February, I 
remember keeping thousands of sandwiches cool 
for a big conference by staying overnight and opening 
and closing the outside door all night to regulate the 
temperature in the back room. 

P R O G R A M S

I really felt our kitchen team was family. We laughed a 
lot, cried together, and prayed for each other, forming 
a special bond of love and support. We often had sore 
feet and aching backs as we cheerfully served so 
many groups from KidZone to Senior Luncheons, 
from Outreach banquets to Alpha meals. God allowed 
the amazing kitchen volunteers and staff to share our 
gifts of “helps” with those we served.

Through it all were the faithful volunteers, too many 
to mention: men, ladies, youth, singles, widowed, 
homemakers, businessmen, and special needs 
people offered their help, sometimes several times in 
the same week. They returned on a regular basis, not 
because they liked peeling potatoes or making soup 
but because they knew that this ministry brought joy, 
grace, and a welcoming spirit to those they served. 
We were friends, gathered together to prepare food, 
while building community and supporting many 
ministries. Eating together has spiritual significance 
as it draws us closer, builds bridges, and is a symbol 
of unity as we see throughout scripture.

Beulah allowed me to serve in a way that uniquely fit 
my abilities, and God has truly blessed me!
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shirley louie
women’s ministry

Shirley Louie was angry. Her world was weighed down by a turbulent marriage, financial doom, and 
strained relationships. Married young into a Buddhist family, Shirley had zero understanding of Christ.

Hoping to sell some artwork at a 2009 Beulah Women’s Breakfast, she bought her tickets from Angie 
La Favor, unaware that her life was about to change radically. “A beautiful song was played and it 
spoke to my heart, and I started crying. I didn’t believe in God at all, but I felt something. I felt love. It 
felt like Jesus spoke to me. I didn’t know Jesus was God, but it was so incredible! I experienced the 
type of love you don’t feel anywhere here on earth. It was so unconditional, unreal.”

Sensing the need, Angie came to sit with Shirley. They spoke of Jesus and the overwhelming sense of 
love. Angie recited Revelation 3:20 and asked if Shirley wanted 
to open the door and let Jesus in. “Tears were streaming 
down my face. I didn’t feel love in my life at all. But with God, 
I experienced real love. I can’t explain it. I let Him in. I didn’t 
even know what that meant!” Angie explained that Shirley 
was a Christian now. Even 12 years later, when recounting her 
experience, Shirley tears up and gushes, “I was so happy!”

Miracle after miracle transformed Shirley’s life as she moved 
steadily forward in her walk. She joined Angie’s Life Group and 
learned of the power of prayer. In 2010, the Alpha program 
began in Beulah. Shirley enrolled, eventually becoming a leader. 
In 2011, she took the 1:1 Discipleship Course, and subsequently 
went on to disciple others. In 2012, she began a Small Group called Spiritually Single, helping women 
whose husbands were not yet believers. Through all of this, she continued to lead Alpha groups. 
Shirley remembers being challenged by strong questions, then researching the scriptures to find the 
answers. “Alpha was the base for everything. My faith and understanding in Christ and understanding 
for the other ministries were nurtured through Alpha.”

Multiple medical issues sidelined Shirley’s ministries in 2017, but her faith remained strong throughout 
her significant struggles. Facing a dire prognosis, she called on her mentor, Angie. Covered in prayer 
and by the grace of God, Shirley turned a corner and has slowly regained her strength.

A journey of 12 years has seen exponential growth and faith in action for this child of God, as well as 
the salvation of her son and her mother, and the healing of her marriage. Her secret? “I pray,” she 
says. “I pray.”

P R O G R A M S
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mike millWard
men’s ministry

Ministry to men is an important part of growing and 
sustaining a healthy church. As Mike Millward tells it, 
our purpose has always been to help change the core 
affections of our Beulah men’s hearts and to make 
them disciples for Jesus Christ. Our objective is to help 
men at every stage of their faith journey. 

Ministry to men started 
out through connecting 
events that focus on 
nonthreatening activities 
that allowed men to become 
acquainted with each other. 
The events were organized 
to provide an entry point 
for men on the periphery 
of the congregation or for 
men from the community. 
E x a m p le s  i n c l u d e d 
barbecues in a park, Show-
n-Shine, softball games, 
motorcycle rides, and of 
course, the thing men love 
most—breakfast!

In the beginning, once a 
month, men would meet for simple fare early in the 
morning. The breakfast events were intended to be—
and indeed succeeded at being—a place where souls 
could be shepherded. The men would gather for coffee 
and pancakes while testimonies were shared and the 
Word of God taught.

As the years went by, attendance grew, necessitating 
more structure, and the breakfast event was held once 
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per year. Speakers were booked, including popular 
thinkers and politicians who shared the faith. Men of 
faith like Stockwell Day, Vince D’Acchioli, Phil Callaway, 
and others would come to share their stories and advice. 

The steadiness of the group began to show its 
steadfastness over time as the ministry grew from 

connecting events to equipping 
seminars and training sessions 
that offered men an opportunity 
to grow personally and develop 
leadership skills. These events 
included Promise Keepers 
Workshops and seminars, as 
well as weekly Bible studies.

Since 2004, many Beulah men 
have met regularly between 
September and March to pray, 
worship, and learn together at 
“Men’s Wednesday Nights.” The 
fellowship is the most satisfying 
part of the gathering as the 
support for the group has grown 
to represent more than just 
an enjoyment of company. On 

several occasions, love offerings were taken after men 
would share their burdens in prayer, always filling the 
shared need. Just like the ministry they belonged to, the 
men were generous and faithful.

The Beulah Men’s Ministry provides the opportunity to 
follow the scriptural principle of Proverbs 27:17—“As 
iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another!”
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angie la favor
aLpha

When Angie La Favor attended the Alpha Global Conference, along with over 5,000 Alpha delegates from 
around the world, she had no idea that it would become a life-changing event for her. That’s because, over 
time, Angie would eventually go from attending Alpha to leading the Alpha program at Beulah. Angie pays 
much appreciation to those who preceded her at Beulah in her role, like pastors Rich Horning and Art 
Reimer, and leaders Jim Letts and Brianna Bruce.

The first Alpha course Angie organized at Beulah was in the early 2000s. She was so overjoyed that she 
jokingly told the then-current Evangelism Pastor Art Reimer, “That’s it, I quit my job—all I want to do is 
Alpha!” He responded by saying, ”Why don’t you?” She told him, ”Because that’s your job—I already have a 
job!” Angie gave oversight to the Women’s Ministry at Beulah for nine years, until she sensed she needed to 
step away to focus on family. A year later, when Art left full-time ministry at Beulah, Angie was approached 
to consider the role of Beulah’s Evangelism Pastor. She sensed Jesus calling her to full-time ministry, so 
in 2011, she joined Beulah’s staff and started to “do Alpha,” and has been doing so ever since. 

Over the years, thousands of people have experienced the Alpha course in various contexts—the yMCA, a 
tattoo parlour, a pub, the Starlight Casino, Edmonton Institute for Women, seniors’ complexes, restaurants, 
coffee shops, the university of Alberta Campus with international students, First Nations communities, 
as well as in homes and high schools—all this in addition to the multiple Alpha classes regularly offered 
at Beulah’s three campuses.

Angie says, “We have seen hundreds of lives transformed as people encounter Jesus and make a 
commitment to follow and serve Him.”   In fact, many who start out as guests go on to become Alpha 
leaders and coaches. And these leaders develop into the volunteer base, which enables Beulah to offer 
Alpha in multiple contexts, semester after semester, year after year. 

Alpha continues to be one of the primary tools that Beulah utilizes to help people connect with God and 
discover faith in Jesus. Angie counts it a privilege to celebrate God’s goodness and faithfulness. In her 
words, “The hardest thing for me to do is to be asked to share what Jesus has been doing, and I’m only 
given a minute to do it!”

P R O G R A M S
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Paul guerra
smaLL Groups

I have been part of a Mid-Size Community (MSC) group for about five years. 
Tim Doherty invited me to a men’s group, which was a bit strange to me 
because I was the only one not really praying. However, I realized the men 
were not troubled that I was not praying.
 
Soon I started to get to know the men better and found we all shared 
similar things—our life strengths and hopes—and it didn’t seem to matter 
which denomination I was from or the colour of my skin, it was that we were 
sharing from our hearts. I would come home after a meeting and my wife 
would say, “When you come back from the meetings, you seem relaxed 
and much more present.”

My wife joined a women’s group and feels the same as me, getting so much 
out of the fellowship with the ladies. We also attend an MSC as a family 
and enjoy it because it’s a garden variety of people and it’s not all about the 
church. It’s about what we do as a group to help each other and support the 
families within our group, and then to support the communities associated 
with each of us in the group.

P R O G R A M S
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Care and share

“If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can 
the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in 
truth.” (1 John 3:17-18)

This scripture inspired the birth of, and foundation for, a 
clothing ministry in Beulah called Care and Share. In the 
year 2000, Louise Berkenbosch and a handful of ladies were 
meeting in Daybreak Bible Study when they realized there were 
a number of young mothers who found it financially difficult 
to keep their growing children in clothing that fit, while having 
an abundance of clothes that no longer did. Louise, with some 
healthy encouragement, stepped forward to provide a way to 
exchange those clothes with those who needed them, and in 
September 2000, the first Care and Share event was held.

With Christ’s blessing, the ministry grew exponentially over 
the next 20 years, sharing clothes and other household 
essentials twice a year. Soon, this ministry had a large number 
of volunteers per year, helping thousands of people fill critical 
needs. Kay Johnson and Grace Deis took on leadership roles 
early in the ministry. Louise remembers, “We realized people were coming and they were getting 
what they needed materialistically, but how are we reaching them spiritually?” So a table was set up 
with coffee and snacks, manned by a care group volunteer. In this way, they created a non-threatening 
method to reach out to people who came to the church searching for more than just items to take home.

Kay was 80 when the ministry concluded in 2019, and she credits Jesus with giving her the physical 
and spiritual strength she needed to lead and serve. Louise is thankful to Christ for the salvation of 
each of her three sons through what they learned and witnessed at these events.

Most of the countless lives touched by this ministry are anonymous, but their stories live on in the 
hearts of Louise and Kay, whose faces light up when they talk about the sheer joy of serving and of 
loving people in need. The bonds that were formed, the lives that were touched, the souls that were 
saved; these are the tangible proofs of the love and grace found in Jesus and demonstrated by humble 
hearts heeding His Word.

P R O G R A M S
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remy lastiWka
tax assistance

When Remy Lastiwka started leading the Community Volunteer Income Tax Program (CVITP) at 
Beulah’s Lighthouse Campus in 2015, she didn’t realize that in just six years, it would encompass two 
of Beulah’s campuses, reach clients from as far away as the yukon, and process refunds for clients 
totalling over $900,000 since the program’s inception.

CVITP is a partnership between the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA), community organizations, and 
volunteers that allows people with a modest income and a simple tax situation to have their taxes 
processed for free by trained volunteers.

Lastiwka, a long-time Beulah attendee with a background in accounting, initially got involved in the 
program to enhance her education. “I started volunteering with CVITP in 1998. Then I ran it at the 
Welcome Centre for Immigrants, Edmonton Mennonite Centre, Filipino Support Services, and then 
at Beulah.”

Now she says it is her calling. “This is my purpose. It’s 
God’s calling for me to minister to the community through 
this tax program. Especially during this pandemic, the 
need in the community is great.” Lastiwka recalls a man 
who contacted her for tax help. Desperate, he cried 
while talking to her on the phone. “He was working and 
became disabled because of a car accident. Now he’s in 
a wheelchair. He was in distress and didn’t know what to 
do.” The man had multiple years of unfiled income taxes, 
so Lastiwka’s team immediately got to work. When he 
received his tax refund, the man called Lastiwka, crying 
again but this time out of gratitude. It turns out he was 
eligible for a tax refund of almost $25,000.

The tax clinic had to adapt quickly when the pandemic hit. Lastiwka, who usually trains an army 
of volunteers at Beulah West Campus for the busy March and April tax season, had to reduce her 
volunteers to 12 people due to restrictions. Training for volunteers was done over Zoom, and changes 
were made so they could continue to offer a virtual tax clinic to the community. Despite all of the 
limitations, they still served almost 1,800 clients in 2020, a huge jump compared to the 400 clients 
served by 20 volunteers when they first started.

Lastiwka says this tax clinic goes beyond helping people in a practical way. When talking with clients 
who are in distress, she tries to take time to listen. And when appropriate, she doesn’t hesitate to 
share where her hope comes from. “Sometimes we cry together too. And I tell them, ‘God loves you.’”

P R O G R A M S
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amer & zeena altaee
refuGee & immiGration ministry

Beulah’s reach isn’t just the ministries within its walls; it 
continues “beyond our walls.” Across the Atlantic, deep 
into the heart of the Middle East, Christ’s love and planning 
that happens in Edmonton found a seed for the gospel 
to be planted in the hearts of Amer and Zeena Altaee. In 
Iraq, Amer came to Christ in September of 2012, followed 
shortly by Zeena.

Beulah, in partnership with Edmonton Arabic Evangelical 
Church (which meets in Beulah’s Chapel on Saturday 
evenings), sponsored Amer and Zeena to come to Canada 
as part of the Refugee Immigration Ministry.

Once a church has committed to a financial plan to sponsor 
a family, contact is made to the government confirming 
they will sponsor a specific family. Sufficient funds must 
be set aside to support 
them for an entire 
year until they can be 
settled and established. 
Eleven families have 
b e e n  s u p p o r t e d 
through EAEC, which 
is responsible for 
ensuring that funding 
is in place. Other 
sponsoring churches, 
including Beulah, have 
contributed towards the 
financial support for 
some of those families.

The Altaee family left Iraq and stayed in Turkey for a 
number of months as we helped them complete the refugee 
immigration forms and navigate the immigration process. 
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The family arrived in Canada on May 15, 2019, with a 
heartfelt desire to serve and to see Christ be known among 
those they met. After arriving in Edmonton, they were 
connected with the Care ministry of EAEC, which helped 
with renting and furnishing an apartment, shopping, 
and advising “what to do” and “where to go” to establish 
themselves. They were assisted in applying for English 
as a Second Language programs, and their children 
subsequently began attending regular English school.

Amer and Zeena quickly became some of the Arabic 
Church’s most active members, serving on multiple 
prayer teams and truly embodying the Christ-like lifestyle 
they had been called to while in Iraq. They even give of 
what limited resources they have as financial needs are 
communicated through the church.

Their friend and leader at 
EAEC, Ragaey Habashy, shared, 
“They always arrive early, 
with infectious willingness to 
serve where serving needs 
are apparent. Amer regularly 
participates in leading the Prayer 
Ministry, and he is a leader at 
one of the Home Groups. The 
Altaees are centered in deep and 
passionate prayers to God for His 
will to be done in their lives and 
in their adopted city.”

The Immigration Ministry 
enriches both the lives of those who are sponsored as 
they begin a new life in Edmonton and our lives as they 
become a part of our community!
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louise BerkenBosCh
women’s ministry

In 1990, a very shy Louise, her husband, and their young son began attending Beulah. Gathering 
courage, she joined Daybreak, a women’s Bible study group at the church. Louise shared, “The 
more I listened, the more confidence God seemed to pour into me, so that within a year or two, I 
was in leadership.” No one was more surprised than her.

As Louise studied Jesus and learned and listened and prayed, her confidence grew, along with her 
joy and her ever-present trust in her Saviour. As that confidence grew, so did her involvement in 
Beulah. Louise started the Care & Share clothing ministry and would go on to provide leadership for 
that ministry with her family for 11 years, shaping the future passions of her three sons, who would 
grow to have active roles in Beulah. Louise has been an usher at Beulah for most of the 30+ years 

she has attended, and actively enjoyed Small 
Groups. “Without Beulah, I would have never 
blossomed. I would have never gotten into 
ministry and felt such a part of the body of 
Christ. Beulah is our second home.” Louise’s 
story is about walking with Jesus, trusting 
Him, growing in faith, and being led time and 
time again into victory and joy.

Louise’s journey with her Saviour has 
sustained her through times of numbing 
loss and profound joy. Abandoned and left 
as a single mom for many years during her 
first marriage, a year-long battle with cancer, 
the joy of finding a new husband (Herman 
Berkenbosch) and the seven sons they now 
share, the relief of forgiveness as resentment 

fled; these were all journeys that ended in joy. Now, Louise is, surprisingly, an extrovert. “I just feel 
like God has given me a chance to experience life instead of always being so unsure,” she says. 
“you can live life to the fullest when you’ve got God directing you.”

“yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving 
glory to God.” (Romans 4:20).

P R O G R A M S
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miCheal fersovitCh
smaLL Groups

I am a husband, a father, and a firefighter. I went from 
attending Beulah to joining a Small Group to leading a 
Small Group.

There are all the usual great things that go along with 
being in a group that have been amazing to me, like 
meeting new friends, sharing in each other’s struggles 
and triumphs, praying and being there for each other, 
learning and growing together. I’ve seen these men 
experience job loss, promotions, house moves, new 
children, new educational goals, and most importantly 
spiritual growth. Small Groups are wonderful, and with 
a small amount of effort, you can expect to see these 
things in any group at Beulah.

This was my first time leading an adult men’s group, 
which was extra special and unique for me. It pushed 
my comfort boundaries and caused me to grow in my 
faith and my knowledge of the Bible. It made me more 
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accountable to the men in our group. Especially 
this past year, I have had a chance to connect more 
personally with men due to smaller gatherings. Our 
friendships have grown, and so has my relationship 
with Jesus.

I recently had a new and powerful encounter 
witnessing Jesus’ message of love and forgiveness 
to a complete stranger. My phone rang, and I was 
overcome with powerful nervousness as God put 
it in my heart to pray for the caller. It was a phone 
scammer who said I would go to jail if I didn’t wire 
money to my CRA account. I asked this man, straight 
up, if I could pray for him. He was speechless. He 
didn’t say no, and he asked me a few more questions. 
Finally I told him that there was a reason for this call 
and that I was going to pray for him. When I finished 
praying, his voice sounded broken, and he asked me 
why I would care about him and take time out of my day 
to pray for a complete stranger who, as he admitted, 
we both knew was trying to steal money from me. I 
told him about Jesus’ love and forgiveness. He was 
full of questions and interest. I had the opportunity to 
share the full gospel of how we are all sinners, and 
how Jesus loves us and died paying the penalty for our 
sins. Sadly, the call abruptly ended, but I’m so happy 
I was able to share God’s truth. I committed him into 
God’s hands. 

I believe the growth I experienced in and through the 
Small Group played a part in the development and 
increase of my spiritual confidence.
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neW Beginnings Bookstore

Shortly after Randy and Gwen Weber came to Beulah, Gwen saw a great opportunity based on 
her past experiences in Winnipeg. She had a vision to be able to provide a place where people 
could have access to Bibles and other Christian resources, right within Beulah’s walls. In 1993, 
her vision was carried forward to reality, and it led to the opening of Beulah’s in-house bookstore, 
named “New Beginnings.”

For over 10 years, Judy Jeske was Gwen’s 
right hand in many areas of the bookstore 
as they provided a pleasing ambience 
throughout the store. During the life of New 
Beginnings, many volunteers provided much-
needed support, especially on the weekends. 
It started out small, but over the years, it grew 
to a place where, in its final three years alone, 
they sold over 3,200 Bibles.

Many people came to the store to purchase Bibles, books, music, greeting cards, and much more. 
But in time, New Beginnings became so much more than simply a place to purchase Christian 
resources. It became a safe and welcoming oasis where many found the freedom to share their 
stories. People would come in to browse the many items the store had to offer, and before long, 
a conversation would start up. Some would share their painful circumstances, and others would 
rejoice in what God was doing in their lives. Often God provided opportunities for staff to pray with 
them right there in the store!

Someone shared that she was  looking for something to encourage a friend who was going through 
a difficult time. After a few suggestions, she chose a plaque with a scripture on it and a journal for 
her friend to record her thoughts. She left the store with a sense of hope that these items would 
bless her friend and help her through some dark days. Through God’s appointed visits, people 
often found much more than a book!
 
The bookstore ministry was a place of joyful service where its staff and volunteers were able to 
share the love of Jesus with those who came into the store. A community was formed among 
them, focused on a common goal of helping people to grow in their faith. Over its 20+ years, God 
blessed the New Beginnings bookstore far beyond anything they could have ever imagined!

P R O G R A M S
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grant & JaniCe JaCoBs
smaLL Groups

We came to Beulah a bit broken. We had attended 
a previous church for over 30 years and had been 
involved in couples’, ladies’, and music ministries. It 
was a smaller church, so coming to Beulah in 2014 
was quite intimidating.

After hearing the first weekend message, we knew 
God was telling us Beulah was where we should be. 
We knew getting involved in some way would help us 
to meet people. We joined the choir and met some 
remarkable people through this ministry. We became 
friends with an amazing couple and started to feel 
more comfortable on Sunday mornings.

We’d heard about Mid-Size Community and Small 
Groups and were curious about them. Our dear friends 
invited us to attend their Small Group, where we met 
many great people who were so accepting, loving, and 
kind. We soon became good friends with all of them. 
It was not long after beginning to attend the group 
that Grant was able to help lead our group in music 
worship, which was an amazing answer to prayer.

We found so much support in our group, not only for 
us but for everyone in the group. We met three weeks 
a month, and at the end of each night, we would share 
prayer requests and also answers to prayers. This was 
a very healing time of praying together collectively. It 
was so encouraging to see how God was answering 
prayers in the group, which showed great support 
for everyone.
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Sometimes a group member would be experiencing 
difficult times, and we could gather around them and 
love them, pray for them, and do practical things to help 
them during their troublesome days. Our Small Group 
also got to do things like serve meals at Hope Mission 
and go to hospitals to sing Christmas carols. These 
times were special; we felt helpful because we could 
reach outside of our group and into the community to 
bless others.

Sometimes members would leave the group for various 
reasons, but our group always remained open to 
welcome new people. It seemed God always provided 
us with an individual or a couple who brought something 
new to our group and helped us continue to grow. We 
participate in Bible studies each week as part of our 

night. It has been such a blessing to hear each person’s 
insight and life experiences through knowing God and 
studying His Word.

Being involved in a Beulah Small Group removed the 
intimidation we felt when we first started to attend, 
helping us to feel very comfortable today as part of an 
amazing church that is so involved in the community.
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shoW-n-shine

It’s said that in order to reach the world, ministry needs to be presented in many 
different ways. The heart of the apostle Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 9:22b—“I 
have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some”—was 
how the Men’s Ministry viewed the Show-n-Shine Car Show.
 
Started in 2006, the Show-n-Shine Car Show endeavoured to be a place to draw 
like-minded hobbyists to Beulah. Classic cars and hot rods were the common 
interest where believers and non-believers could easily connect. Through the 
heart of fellowship we displayed, enthusiasts were able to experience “church” in 
a unique setting in the church parking lot. Beulah’s car show was broadly known 
as one of the best in the Edmonton area, partly because of its excellence and partly 
because of its atmosphere.

The Show-n-Shine Car Show may not have been the most orthodox way to spread 
the gospel, but it was a unique way to get people to church, even if only to the 
parking lot. This ministry is a distinctive way to make the church relatable to 
people who may have been more familiar with a “Sunday drive” than a Sunday 
worship service.

We trust God that by sharing fun and friendship with our neighbours, we will help 
them feel welcome to enter our doors!

P R O G R A M S
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lori maurier
women’s ministry

For everything there is a time and a season for every 
purpose under heaven.
Lori Cooper Maurier was encased in a cacophony of chaos, 
facing a failing marriage, a vulnerable young daughter, a 
burgeoning mental illness, and a drinking habit born of 
desperation to escape. She was struggling with intense 
turmoil, muddled thinking, confusion, fear, desperation, 
and longing for stability.

A time to plant and a time to uproot.
Born into a God-fearing home, filled with love for each 
other and Jesus, Lori Cooper met her future husband 
at Bible College. Very different natures tossed them into 
early conflict, and their marriage struggled. Moving to 
Edmonton in 1999 for a new start, the couple continued to 
struggle. Lori’s mental illness progressed, and the chaos 
intensified.

Their 2002 divorce became another trauma, ending with 
Lori losing custody of her daughter, Ricki. She gave in to 
overwhelming despair and began drinking heavily while 
still taking her bipolar medications. She spiralled out of 
control. It was then that Lori’s friends invited her to attend 
Beulah with them. Despite her alcoholism, Ron and Donna 
Laird stood faithfully by Lori’s side, choosing to see the 
beauty in the woman hidden beneath her despair. Donna 
and Lori were almost inseparable over the following years, 
and Lori clung to the hope of Jesus as He helped battle 
her demons.

A time to weep and a time to laugh.
Lori took her last drink in September 2004. She was also 
medication free, her mental illness gone. She joined 
Divorce Care through Soul Journey, which led to her 
leading a table group in Women’s Ministry. She completed 
the 12-step recovery program through Celebrate Recovery 
and was an active participant in the Prayer Ministry. Lori 
credits Beulah with surrounding her with supportive 
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friends and prayer warriors. Angie La Favor, Pastor 
Michael, and Suzie are all forever special in her heart. 
“When it comes down to what God did for me at Beulah, 
it was the opportunities within available programs... I 
can’t say enough.”

A time to tear and a time to mend.
“It was because of Jesus and a women’s study that I 
really grasped forgiveness.” Lori remembers when her 

prayers for Rick changed from “fix him” to “bless him.” 
It was shortly after, in 2005, that Rick returned Ricki 
to her mother’s side: Lori regained primary custody of 
her beloved daughter. She also met her new husband 
at Beulah that same year.

Lori’s journey is one of healing and forgiveness, made 
possible through Jesus, and the love and compassion 
of the body of believers that is Beulah.
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frank & val segura
financiaL freedom

Beulah offers the Dave Ramsey financial course as part 
of the Learning Community Ministries. The goal is to 
develop a biblical understanding of finances with the 
perspective of God as our provider; it is only in Him that 
we find our security.

Ministry is never done alone; it takes a team, with their 
various gifts and talents, to produce lasting success. 
Our team included godly, willing facilitators, trainers, 
hostesses, and support staff, who made the meetings 
possible. God used their gifts and abilities to equip 
His saints.

There were so many life—changing experiences. As a 
result of our first 10-week class, we had a combined debt 
reduction of over $140,000. Many started to experience 
the freedom and peace of seeing their debt problems 
reduced and eliminated. One lady with limited resources 
returned all her unused—step, but that $400 savings 
made a difference for her.

Many found ways to reduce their bills by negotiating 
with service providers. Taking this simple step helped 

P R O G R A M S

decrease their monthly bill payments, resulting in less 
worry and leaving them extra money to begin saving for 
their emergency fund. We saw married couples begin 
to collaborate on their monthly budgets. In some cases, 
couples achieved a plan together for the first time in 
their married life. This was the beginning of a renewed 
relationship for some, which blessed them and their 
families. In one instance, an engaged young couple were 
so committed to learning how to manage their finances, 
they found a way to work the class around their bridal 
shower so they wouldn’t miss a session. One couple 
implemented the course’s principles and experienced 
financial freedom, which resulted in becoming debt free, 
including their mortgage. Their experience blessed and 
encouraged many who were on the same journey.
 
In the beginning, some couples, had heated discussions 
over developing a budget because they found it hard 
to believe this could work. However, as they continued 
to implement their budget their disbelief turned 
into peaceful and engaging collaboration with both 
participating together. Now, only their debt stood in the 
way of their goals. Each class brought new questions, 
discussions, and those “aha” moments as principles 
started to come together. This resulted in many finding, 
for the first time in a long time, a fulfilled satisfaction.

Our faith builds as we learn that God has provided biblical 
principles for life, including our finances, and that as we 
learn to trust Him in all things, He brings freedom, joy, 
peace, and contentment. God’s ways are always best.
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stePhanie WhitelaW
worship

you could say that I was “born into Beulah.” When I was just a toddler, 
my dad, Lawrence Jansen, was hired as a new youth pastor at Beulah, 
so we moved to Edmonton. As a kid, I knew where all the best church 
hiding spots were for games, got to hang out with the teenagers, and 
knew the right staff to go to when I wanted candy (thanks, Helen!).

In youth, I built a community of friends, many of whom I am still 
friends with today. I was supported through difficult times, was given 
opportunities to serve, and saw God move in miraculous ways. This 
was also the time when I started becoming interested in worship. I 
remember when I first saw Karen Chartrand lead during a weekend 
service. I was moved by the Holy Spirit in a way that I hadn’t experienced 
before and thought to myself, “I want to be like her one day.” (Little did 
I know, one day Karen would become my worship mentor.)

A few years later, I led worship for the first time at youth and felt like 
I had found my calling. I can’t thank the leaders at youth, particularly 
Denise Lang, enough for encouraging me and giving me opportunities 
to develop my gifting and to grow even as an inexperienced 16-year-old. 
God was stirring a passion in me for our church, and I remember asking 
Him if I would ever get the opportunity to lead in the “big service,” like 
I had seen Karen do years before.

Today I am so thankful to be a part of the creative team at Beulah. Every 
time I look out from the platform, I am reminded of the role that this 
church has played in my own journey as a Christ-follower and a worship 
leader. I’ve watched Beulah through the eyes of a toddler and a youth, 
and now as a worship leader and adult. I love our church, and I am so 
excited to see how God moves in the next 100 years.

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S
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randy WeBer
worship

Randy Weber joined Beulah as worship leader shortly after Keith Taylor’s arrival. In 1992, 
Randy and Gwen arrived with a vision for how God could work through music and the arts 
to lead people towards knowing Jesus.

Keith recalls, “Randy deeply believed in the giftedness of every Christ-follower. He 
unleashed the talents and leadership of hundreds of people. He wrote fresh new worship 
songs, led choir, and prepared creative, impactful worship services, moving from 
traditional hymns towards newer forms of music to reach the next generation.” Randy 
and the team mobilized hundreds of volunteers to present a Christmas program to reach 
the lost and hurting. Visual and dramatic arts also became a significant part of worship.

Worship leader Dave Hiebert shared, “years ago, when I was finding my way back to God, 
I would attend services and try to wrap my head around the gospel. Being a musician, it 
was the music, at first, that kept me coming back.” Dave and Randy met “coincidentally” 
and began discussing music and meeting for coffee. Dave had a video/graphic artistry 
company, so Randy invited him to work “behind the scenes.” “Randy’s spiritual direction 
encouraged me to get baptized, lead worship, and invest my video production talents in 
the church. His guidance was a huge factor in my spiritual walk.”

Former worship minister Dan Wiens added, “Randy was my mentor and believed in my 
call to worship ministry. He instilled the philosophy that worship is about letting your 
love for God overflow in acts of praise through music and demonstrable acts of love in 
serving others in a tangible and holistic way. This formed the foundation of my philosophy 
and theology of worship. He also taught me the importance of the arts in pointing people 
to God.”  

During treatments for cancer, Randy continued to write impactful worship songs. Sadly, 
he passed away in 2001. The congregation journeyed with him, knowing that he was 
choosing to lean into Jesus through that profound struggle with this disease. Randy’s 
heart for people and his example of trusting Jesus in all circumstances left his indelible 
print on many. Randy would simply point to the goodness of God!

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S
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angela JaCoBs
worship

Attending church at one of Beulah’s church plants and growing up in a Christian 
family gave Angela Jacobs a solid foundation in her faith journey. Even at a young 
age, she felt called to serve God through her gift of music and was involved in 
worship for several years.

In her 30s, Angela began attending Beulah, but she had experienced deep hurt 
that caused her to stop serving in any form of ministry. In her words, “I just wanted 
to hide in a large church and attend Sunday services.” But after a few years, 
Angela felt God telling her that He wanted her to start serving again through 
worship! She tried to push back, tried to justify that she wasn’t adequate to serve 
at Beulah. But God kept pursuing her, and eventually she chose obedience and 
pursued joining the Beulah Creative team.

Serving on the Beulah Creative Worship team has connected Angela to an 
amazing community. She experienced great healing from those past hurts, and 
she felt like she belonged. “When I lead worship, I’m in a position of vulnerability 
and total reliance on God. It’s in those moments that I feel the closest to Him and 
His heart for our church and for me. The joy that comes from being able to lead 
our church family in worship, the challenge to grow deeper in my faith, and the 
ability to serve in reaching and equipping others are gifts that I’m grateful for 
each and every day.”

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S
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Choir & drama
worship

Throughout its history, Beulah has used many art forms 
to deliver God’s message! Beulah’s Christmas outreach 
musicals included choir, orchestra, and drama. For 
many years, there was an elaborate themed meal or 
dessert component that required countless volunteers 
and hours which created a welcoming atmosphere. The 
presentations found creative and accessible ways to 
present the Good News of Jesus to our city, and involved 
volunteers working together to tell stories of love and 
salvation through Jesus! And although we do not know 
the full impact that God had in the lives of individuals, 
we are encouraged by stories of people who moved 
from skeptic to seeker, bystander to believer, and casual 
to committed!

The teams prepared for months. God knit our “in-house” 
writers, builders, designers, actors, musicians, and choir 
together as a community on mission for Him. The power 
of drama and music opened hearts to hear from God in a 
way that nothing else can. One drama leader commented, 
“Drama engages people in a profound way! It can evoke a 
personal emotional response that connects what you see 
and hear to what you feel. The spiritual truths portrayed 

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S

through drama have often led to remarkable stories of 
life change.” 
 
The choir was a great example of believers working 
together to bring honour and glory to the name of Jesus 
and minister to the congregation, not only during the 
musicals, but also during Sunday services. The choir was 
a team that joined voices together to lift praises to God. 
Since the choir ministry met weekly for most of the year, 
the group grew to love, support, and pray for each other 
on a very personal level.   As a past choir director, Mark 
Jonah, says, “My best memories of serving at Beulah are 
the people in the choir ministry.”

Choir member Marlene McDonald echoes Mark’s 
thoughts and remembers that choir provided her with a 
sense of belonging. “Choir became a place where lasting 
relationships were formed, and we felt like family. you 
felt loved when someone said, ‘We missed you at choir.’ 
Choir singing truth over the congregation caused my 
heart to soar as we sang praises to God.”  

The Beulah Creative department continues to use new 
and innovative means to inspire, engage, and elevate 
Beulah’s Praise and Worship experiences!
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hunter moffat
worship

I first started attending Beulah in 
February 2008. One of the first things 
I noticed was the ample opportunities 
to serve around the church. Joining a 
worship band really piqued my interest. 
As I was just a young guy, I started on 
the worship teams leading in KidZone in 
2011 and served there until I graduated 
from KidZone. I was invited to be a part 
of the youth band when I graduated into 
Beulah’s youth Group in Grade 6. With 
the help of mentors, bandmates, and 
pastors, I really began to understand how 
to worship and what it meant to worship. 
They showed me how powerful worship 
really is, and that through worship, 
we can have a deep and meaningful 
connection with Jesus.

Serving on the weekend sanctuary 
worship team put me among and around people older than me. At 13, I had a lot to learn, 
but I noticed that everyone was willing to teach me and help me along the way. Their 
patience and kindness helped me to grow more comfortable with serving.

To this day, I am still serving on the worship teams, whether it’s on the weekend teams 
or leading the youth worship team. It’s clear that worship is my favorite way to serve and 
praise God. I am grateful for the impact that serving has had on my relationship with God.

I am also grateful for the opportunities I’ve been given to serve and lead people to grow 
in their walks with God, just as many did for me. I’m fortunate to be able to pass along 
what it means to worship Jesus and serve with others wholeheartedly.

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S
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floyd Barto
christmas outreach

I loved being a part of the drama team for Beulah’s Christmas presentations. It brought me 
great joy and fulfillment as we worked to bring stories of God’s goodness to life. It was typical 
for us to spend months preparing, praying much for God’s impact on the lives of those who 
would attend. We prayed that the power of drama and music to touch the hearts of the audience 
would open hearts to hear God’s voice.

years later, after moving to Lethbridge, I 
noticed a woman at the mall watching me. 
She came over saying she thought she 
knew me, but left when we couldn’t make 
the connection. A while later, she and her 
husband came back and said, “I know... you’re 
Harley.” It caught me by surprise.

She explained that when she lived in 
Edmonton, she always went to the Beulah 
Christmas productions alone, because her 
husband declined. But, one year, he came to 
“Harley Was a Wiseman” because the 
motorcycle theme piqued his interest. The 
plot surrounded a major conflict between 
father and son, with Harley, the motorcycle 
mechanic, acting as the voice of reason 
between the two. As Harley shared his 
wisdom with a godly   perspective, every 
analogy began with, “It’s kinda like a 
motorcycle…” The theme of the play was 

one of reconciliation, with the miracle of the Christmas story being the ultimate example of 
restoration and redemption.

The gentleman explained that after watching this story of conflict and reconciliation, he sat 
there thinking, “Wow. That’s me! That is my story.” It made such an impact in his life that he 
started attending church and later gave his heart to Jesus, stating, “It changed my life forever!” 
He heard God’s voice!

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S
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Colin oWen
worship

When I arrived at Beulah in 2015, I was challenged to 
think about our culture of worship and give direction as 
to how we would continue on a path of growth within our 
Creative Arts Ministry and in the church.

We have always understood that beyond anything 
musical, artistic, or technical, our call from God is to 
model genuine and authentic worship. Our prayer is for 
our church to be moved towards gratitude for who God is, 
the life He has given to us, and His constant faithfulness 
to us. Our hope is that we would faithfully engage in 
worship, not because a song 
or service element meets 
our personal preference, but 
because God is worthy of 
our  praise.

We decided to implement 
dedicated Sunday Nights of 
Worship to provide additional 
time for people to embrace 
what the Holy Spirit was 
doing. Not knowing how many 
would come, we pressed 
on in faith, knowing these 
nights would be important in 
developing Beulah’s worship 
culture. We began to see more and more people attend, 
and together, we experienced the work of the Spirit in 
powerful, fresh ways.

In November of 2019 as we prepared for a Worship Night, 
a member of Beulah’s prayer team told me that as they 
had been praying, the word “healing” kept coming 
up. That word resonated in my heart and soul as we 
continued our preparations. That night, the atmosphere 
in the room was incredible: people were ready to give 

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S

God everything in worship, even before we began. We 
all felt the Spirit moving; God was present and at work. 
It was clear through the songs we were singing, the 
sharing, and the scripture readings that the theme of 
healing was prominent in every part of the service.

Near the end of the service, one of our worship leaders 
gave me the kind of look that said, “Let’s follow the Spirit 
and go off-script.” She said, “I think we should pray 
for people.” There was instant agreement in my spirit, 
so we asked for any members of our pastoral staff or 

prayer team in the room to come 
forward, and we would open 
up time for people to pray for 
whatever healing they needed 
from the Lord. Amazingly, 
hundreds started filling the 
front of the stage to receive 
prayer. The sight of seeing so 
many come for healing brought 
us to tears. We were completely 
humbled by what God was doing.

Afterwards, our team was in awe 
over what we had experienced. 
We knew this was an important 
milestone, not only for those 

who received prayer, but also for our team and our 
entire church.

We have been able to see the culture of worship at 
Beulah continue on this journey of healing, moving from 
our hurt and brokenness to the abundant faithfulness 
and healing we profess and proclaim when we gather 
together in corporate worship. What a gift this has been 
to witness! 
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reverend gord shutz
drama

It was 1996. I was a very lost individual living with little 
meaning or purpose, so I began exploring spirituality. I 
went to local libraries and read books on religion to try to 
get some understanding. A family friend invited my family 
to come to a church called Beulah Alliance (strange name, 
I thought) to see a drama over Easter. I went thinking it 
would be a cute church play, but what I witnessed blew me 
away. I not only appreciated the story, but I was surprised 
young people would be involved in a production like this, 
as though they really believed it was true! It set me on a 
path, and in time, I gave my life to Christ.

Attending Beulah while pursuing my physiotherapy 
degree, I learned how to read the Bible, serve, pray, and 
live in relationship with others. I joined a Small Group 
and became a youth leader. Those were huge years in my 
growth and discipleship.

The youth pastor invited me to audition for Beulah’s 
Christmas production, and when I got the role, I was 
drawn into a whole other community where I saw how 
people lived to follow Christ. I was being mentored without 
realizing it. In 1999, Pastor Keith Taylor was away at 
seminary and when there was a need for someone to give 
some closing words, I felt like I needed to do it. Almost my 
entire physiotherapy class came and heard the gospel! I 
shared not only my relationship with Christ but also how 

the Lord was with me in a year of significant suffering. 
In 1998, both my parents had passed away within a 
couple months of each other. The church was there, 
praying and supporting me and my sister. I remember 
we were leaving the hospital and my sister asked, 
“How is it we aren’t falling apart?” I said, “you have no 
idea how many people are praying for us!”

After that Christmas production, one friend said to 
me, “you should do that.” “What, you mean act?” “No,” 
he said, “what you shared about God in your closing 
words.” That little seed stayed with me. Over time, it 
germinated into a call to full-time ministry, and today, 
I pastor an Alliance church in Langley and preach the 
gospel weekly. 

I look back at my time at Beulah with fondness. It 
was so formative and transformational in my walk 
with Christ. Even when I moved away, Beulah was 
still influencing me—I came back to join some young 
adults for a camping trip in 2003 and met my wife! 

Thank you, Jesus—through Beulah, the people, and 
the ministries, you changed my life!

W O R S H I P  &  A R T S
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george & muriel moffat
beuLah’s first commissioned missionaries

After being recruited from Nyack Bible College by Rev. Woodward to work in the 
Saddleback ministry, George and Muriel (Owen) Moffat eventually returned to 
Nyack Bible College to prepare for a life in missions.

In 1924, still only engaged, George and Muriel were sent to Ecuador to learn 
Spanish for two years. In February 1926, they married before launching their first 
assignment to the Jivaro people group, a head-hunting tribe located near the 
headwaters of the Amazon. The trip entailed a four-day mule ride, crossing the 
Andes, followed by crossing a large river in a dug-out canoe, then a five-day hike 
through the Amazon jungle before reaching their destination. They then spent two 
more years learning the Jivaro language, which was not written at that time but 
only oral. After that, they were able to start their ministry. 

The Moffats were isolated from outside human contact, whether in person or by 
radio, telegraph, or mail. Their first child was delivered in the jungle by George 
amid complications, and by the grace of God, both mother and child survived. 

One of the first outreaches they established was creating a boarding school for 
orphaned children. In the Jivaro culture, when a father was killed, his children 
were abandoned. The mission took in boys; taught them to read, write, and 
understand the Bible; and gave them dignity. In time, young girls were also given 
this opportunity, and they came to embrace learning and thrived.

George and Muriel spent 37 years ministering to the Jivaro people. They established 
an additional mission station, still deeper in the jungle, called Chupientsa, which 
means “Wet River.” In 1964, they seeded the evangelical church in Leja City and 
ministered in other provinces of Ecuador until George’s untimely death in 1972. 

The Moffats were the first foreign missionaries commissioned and sent out by 
Beulah. Theirs was truly a pioneering spirit which carried on its wings the message 
of Jesus to the uttermost parts of the earth!

M I S S I O N S
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JaniCe edWards
short-term missions

“Well, I’ve done it! One gigantic leap of faith and a dream of a lifetime will soon be realized!” 
That was the opening line on a note I sent to family and friends as I began the journey of 
a short-term medical mission trip to Niger, West Africa, in 2006. 

That one eye-opening trip, a time of laughter, tears, fatigue, and incredible joy, led to three 
short-term trips to Niger. I still remember conversations with missionaries and friends 
Brenda and Tim Tjosvold, who encouraged ‘my little” and said that God could and would 
multiply it in my life and in the lives of those I would meet, if I would just take one step of 
faith and trust Him. What a journey that “one step” led to. Niger was a world of extremes, 
with high-rise buildings and grass huts, cars sharing the road with camels and donkeys 
carrying bundles of firewood. We saw five lanes of traffic jostling for position on a two-lane 
street, coming to a halt as a herd of cattle crossed their path, and little girls walking to the 
river to get water, the same water those dirty cattle bathed in.

God took “our little” and made it work. We offered smiles, songs, and minor surgery. 
There were teeth extractions under a tree, and abscesses were lanced. There were lines 
of people walking miles for a chance to be seen in a clinic. Teammates sat with patients 
and translators trying to get medical history to prescribe treatment. 

Our hope was that our visit would further open doors for our missionaries to be a part of
village life, and that it did. When I returned to Niger in 2008, we, the visitors from the West, 
were welcomed with friendship and words explaining that we honoured them by staying 
in their village. 

I’m so glad I didn’t let fear hold me back. It was a journey that changed my life and my 
heart. I discovered I cannot change the whole world. There were so many needs, so many 
we could not touch. But, for the one tooth pulled, the one infection treated, the one hand 
held, the one smile exchanged, the one Bible story shared, we made a difference. God 
made a difference in them and in me!

M I S S I O N S
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reverend Peter & mary 
mCCallum
missions

Peter was raised in a home in Ontario, where his parents 
daily modelled scripture reading, praying, and sharing the 
gospel through “street” ministry. “I made the assumption 
that I must be a Christian by virtue of my godly parents,” 
he says. At 11 years old, Peter received Christ: “I still 
remember the power of that moment of opening the door 
of my life for Jesus to enter.”

Hardships moved their family to Edmonton, where they 
began attending Beulah Tabernacle. After graduating, 
Peter returned to Ontario and was away from his family’s 
influence for the first time. He wandered away from God, 
and things didn’t go well.

Encouraged by his mother, Peter returned to Edmonton. 
He started attending Beulah’s College and Career program 
but, as he explained, “my walk with the Lord was not the 
way it should have been. I had one foot in the Church and 
one foot in the ‘world.’”
 
While working for the power company, Peter had a near-
fatal accident, falling 40 feet from the power line and 
landing flat on his back. God allowed him to survive, but 
he spent several months on a fracture board in hospital, 
able to do little but lie there and think. Two elders from 
Beulah, Max Runions and Herb Jamison, would visit, read 
scripture, and pray with him. Through these godly men, 
God revealed Himself and His truth to Peter, and he fully 
committed himself to God, desiring to serve Him.

M I S S I O N S

Peter met Mary Lakusta at Beulah’s youth Group, and 
eventually the two were married and entered training at 
Berean Bible College. They were officially accepted as 
missionaries with African Inland Mission, and in 1965, 
Beulah commissioned them as missionaries to serve in 
Kenya among the Kipsigis, a sub-tribe of the Kalenjin 
people. The McCallums committed themselves to a 
lifetime of ministry. God blessed them with their four 
children as they served.

Peter recalls the long road of language studies and 
understanding special people groups. He noted 
the Kipsigis people who welcomed them into their 
community and, in part due to prior work by faithful 
workers before them, witnessed a spiritual harvest and 
an amazing response to the gospel. 

The McCallums filled many roles during their missionary 
career, with a couple years of “home assignments” 
sprinkled into many, many years in Kenya.

“We are retired from active missionary service,” Peter 
says, “but will never retire as missionaries! We look 
back on these 58 years of service and marvel at His 
faithfulness!” 1 Thessalonians 5:24 says: “Faithful is 
He that calleth you, who also will do it.”



c
e

n
t

e
n

n
ia

l
 |

 b
e

u
l

a
h

 1
0

0
 y

e
a

r
s

84

riCky sommerfeld
short-term missions

The appeal of adventure compelled Ricky Sommerfeld to 
join Beulah’s young Adult mission trip to Ecuador. They did 
everything from teaching Vacation Bible School to carrying 
logs to a church construction site. 

“I had never done anything like that,” Ricky says. “We were 
in such remote villages—no running water or electricity. 
Compared to us, they had nothing, but they were happy and 
peaceful. They had so much faith in God.”

Ricky heard about Jim Elliott, a missionary who was killed 
in 1956 along with four others while trying to befriend and 
evangelize the vicious Huaorani tribe. Later, two of the 
widows built a relationship with the Huaorani, and many 
of the tribespeople became Christians. This all happened 
a few kilometres from where Ricky’s team went. “When 
you’re there, you put yourself in their shoes. They died 
for what they believed. It made me want to follow their 
example.” Four years later, Ricky returned and saw God’s 
marvelous work in this remote place. “The community had 
flourished and accepted Christ.”

Ricky credits his missions experiences and involvement in 
Edmonton’s homeless ministry as the two ministries that 
exposed him to what it truly means to be a Christ follower. 
“I was a very lukewarm Christian. I didn’t have a deep and 
personal faith. I was just living for myself. I see things 
differently now.”

Ricky thinks every young adult believer would benefit from 
a mission trip. “For starters, it’s the Great Commission; 
we’re told to go into the world and make disciples. It really 
made a significant influence in my life: it influenced who I 
married, what career choices I’m making, where I spend 
my money, where I invest money. If I didn’t have a mission 
experience as a young adult, I really wouldn’t be living my 
life the way I am, and I feel like I’ve made a lot of major 
choices in the last couple of years that affect the trajectory 
of my life.”

M I S S I O N S
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reverend tim & Brenda tJosvold
missions

We often think of “family” as only our immediate family—Mom, Dad, siblings—but at times, we view a 
community of believers as brothers and sisters in Christ. Tim and Brenda Tjosvold have experienced this 
wider family circle as Beulah drew them into a deep bond of Christian fellowship. They both accepted 
Jesus into their lives through Beulah ministries—Sunday School and Camp Nakamun. So many people 
played an integral part in their decision to follow God as missionaries.

Tim and Brenda both knew 
that God was asking them 
to serve as international 
missionar ies.  Brenda 
laughs as she recalls that 
she responded to God with 
“Lord, I will go, but you 
have to give me a man to go 
with.” Not long after, Tim 
called and said, “Should 
we get married?” God 
sure knows how to answer 
prayers! Tim and Brenda 
were married at Beulah. 
Tim became Beulah’s youth 
pastor until they both went 
to Bible School to prepare for 
overseas ministry.

With Beulah’s support, they, along with their children, went to France for one year of language study, then 
two years of language study in the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, where they served for 17 years, developing 
and training the local church towards independence and engaging in evangelism efforts, which saw 
many receive Christ. For three years, they were Missionary in Residence back in Regina, but once again 
they felt led back to Côte d’Ivoire, followed by five years in Benin and 11 years in Niger. Working with 
two totally unreached people groups in one of the poorest countries, they helped the needy learn how 
to overcome their difficulties and thrive. Tim and Brenda longed to show the love of Jesus through their 
care for the people. A small church was started, and it began to influence many towards a decision to 
follow Jesus.

Brenda was concerned that if she went to serve internationally, how would her parents hear how much 
Jesus loves them? God whispered to her that He will take care of them. Brenda’s dad had some medical 
problems, so she asked Keith Taylor to visit her dad, whom he already knew. Keith was able to lead 
Brenda’s father to accept God’s great love for him before his death, and Brenda knows she will see her 
father again one day.

All through the years, God has been faithful to grant to Tim and Brenda Christian brothers and sisters 
to be their extended family; to love them, support them, and encourage them. Tim and Brenda still 
call Beulah their home and her people their brothers and sisters. God has been glorified through the 
Christian family at Beulah.

M I S S I O N S
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ruth PaPay
short-term missions

“Often we go on a mission trip and we’re interested in some sort of adventure,” says Ruth Papay, 
who volunteers as a mission coach at Beulah. “But I think what you really learn, if you’re willing 
to, is what God wants to do in you.”

“Going abroad, you need to trust the Lord more,” says Papay. “you’re put into situations where 
you need to depend on Him.” She shares an unforgettable incident during her Beulah medical 
mission trip to Niger. They were heading to a remote village when their vehicle got stuck in the 
sand in the middle of nowhere. 

“While we didn’t know it at the time, there was danger of being kidnapped by Mali Tuaregs,” she 
explains. Feeling helpless, she and her teammates prayed while others tried in vain to get their 
vehicle unstuck. “In this remote desert, God provided help—a truckload of young men came by 
and lifted our vehicle out of the sand.”

On that trip to Niger, a girl with severe burns was brought to them. She appeared to be dead, 
but unbelievably, she was alive. The team pooled their money to arrange transportation to the 
nearest hospital. A year later when Papay returned to the village, the team was able to visit the 
girl and her uncle. “We shook hands, and with every up and down of our hands, he said over and 
over again, ‘Merci, merci, merci,’ until I had tears in my eyes.

In Nepal, God’s Word strengthened her as she battled emotional and mental fatigue. “Day after 
day, when we had our devotions, the very verses that we read were the verses for that day that 
would sustain us.”

Despite the risks and potential discomfort, Papay says going on a short-term mission trip 
broadens a person’s perspective and allows us to see God work in amazing ways.
“I think you come to appreciate cultures after having visited them; if we just live here, it’s all 
about us. It also strengthens our faith component. If He can help me there when it was so 
difficult, He can help me here too.” 

M I S S I O N S



c
e

n
t

e
n

n
ia

l
 |

 b
e

u
l

a
h

 1
0

0
 y

e
a

r
s

87

don & JaCkie Buhler
missions

We arrived in Edmonton in February 1988 to work with an agency serving immigrants 
new to Canada.  We didn’t know anyone, but from the first time we walked into the doors 
at Beulah, we were welcomed. 

The move to Edmonton seemed like a big deal, leaving family, friends, and familiarity.  
God was giving us a taste of His plans that would test our obedience and take us out of 
our comfort zone.

One of Jackie’s involvements at Beulah was in a woman’s Bible Study that expanded to 
serve the wider community.  When asked to provide leadership, she was challenged by 
Gordon Dirks with Psalm 78:72, that integrity of heart is key for leading.

Don’s primary involvement was in evangelism and 
visitation.  This is something that he would have 
never even considered, but he was challenged 
to take the Evangelism Explosion training.  It 
was amazing to see people come to or return 
to Christ, and then to continue growing as they 
attended Beulah.  

By 1993, God had done some significant shaping 
in our lives.  It was at a Sunday evening service 
in November of that year when the stories of 
a Wycliffe missionary captured us, and God 
clearly called us to serve in the Bible translation 
movement.  Our friends and the church supported 
and encouraged us during the challenging time of 
preparation, and by late summer 1995 we were 
on our way to Kenya. 

Since that time, we’ve had increasing responsibilities in supporting the work of Bible 
translation in various administrative and accounting roles, both in East Africa and now 
working from Wycliffe Canada’s office in Calgary. We are deeply thankful for how we were 
encouraged and challenged in Beulah, which God has used in our journey.

M I S S I O N S
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doris Pratt
missions

Harry and Edna Jones, and daughters Doris and 
Myrna, started attending Beulah in the 1950s. Their 
first introduction to Beulah was through the radio 
broadcasts led by J.D. Carlson. They were dairy farmers 
and the cows had to be milked twice a day, but the 
Joneses were always at church twice on Sunday. They 
also taught Sunday School and sang in the choir. Both 
of their daughters accepted the Lord at Beulah, made 
the decision to attend Canadian Bible College, and were 
called to foreign missions.
 
Doris met Jim Pratt, and they were married in Beulah’s 
98th Street location by Rev. Paul Currie in 1955. After 
serving two years at Loon Lake and Valleyview, they 
were called to Thailand, where they spent three terms. 
Jim visited village churches, worked with Theological 
Education by Extension, and became the director of 
Far East Broadcasting Corporation (FEBC) in Bangkok. 
Doris taught at Bible schools in both Khonkaen and 
Bangkok.
 
Meanwhile, in 1961, Myrna went to Geneva to study 
French. After a year, she was assigned to upper Volta, 
where she met and married Lin Ballard. Myrna did 
some nursing while together they did village work. Later 
they served as dorm parents in Côte d’Ivoire. Myrna and 
Lin served in missions for over 30 years, until Myrna 
received a cancer diagnosis. They came back to Canada 
in 1991, and after surgery and treatment, they planned 
to return to Africa, but in 1994, Myrna passed away. Lin 
passed away in 2020.
 

Back in Edmonton, Doris and Myrna’s parents 
surrendered their own grandchildren to God’s care 
on the mission field, and so they willingly chose to 
become surrogate grandparents to many of Beulah’s 
kids, affectionately known as “Grandpa and Grandma 
Jones.” Harry handed out butterscotch lifesavers every 
Sunday morning.
 
During their furlough years, the Pratts returned to 
Beulah. “We always felt strong support from the 
church and were eager to spend time as part of the 
congregation,” Doris says. During their third furlough, 
Doris’s dad suddenly died. Since Myrna and Lin were 
still serving in Africa, the Pratts felt both families 
should not be so far from their mom, so they made 
the decision to stay in Canada.
 
What to do next? Pastor Town gave Jim a letter stating 
FEBC Canada was looking for a director. Jim became 
the director and worked for FEBC for nine years. He 
then served for 11 years as a senior pastor at Maple 
Park Alliance Church in Quesnel, B.C., until a brain 
tumor ended his ministry. Doris’ mother came to 
Quesnel to spend her last years with them.
 
In 1999, Jim and Doris retired and, with the call of 
grandchildren, returned to Northeast Edmonton, 
where they had a ministry of visitation and worked 
with seniors at one of Beulah’s “daughter” churches. 
Sadly, Jim passed away in 2012. With the option to join 
church online, Doris continues to connect and engage 
with Beulah every Sunday. As she says, “Beulah has 
always been ‘home’ to me, and I have appreciated the 
church so much.”

M I S S I O N S
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harry & eriCa Werenka
short-term missions

Harry and Erica, long-time Beulah attendees, very much appreciate Beulah’s focus on 
missions. The Werenkas have dedicated their lives to serving on short-term mission trips, 
participating in almost 50 mission trips to countries as varied as Bolivia, Ivory Coast, Cuba, 
and ukraine.

Harry’s motivation is to help people as a way of showing Jesus’ love and to encourage the 
missionaries in their work. “you go there to bless people, but you get blessed too. I’m always 
encouraged by the joy of believers overseas who, despite the lack of material things, are 
enthused about the Lord and their work. you see people who have nothing, and they’re so 
happy in the Lord,” he explained. Erica agrees: “you really fall in love with the people.” 

Most of Harry’s trips were through the C&MA International Work Projects. “I’ve worked with 
men from Quebec, Saskatchewan, BC, and Beulah all working together. It was so amazing!” 
you develop friendships for life, and you grow spiritually and witness what it does for the people 
when they know that God loves them. Erica says, “I say to people, ‘Go on a mission trip!’ If you 
go on one, it will get a hold of you and motivate you to keep going.”

Harry reflects, “I’m old now, and I can’t work as I once used to, but I’d still like to see what 
God’s accomplished and how these organizations are doing, whether they’re in a camp, or an 
orphanage, or a church. That would be on my bucket list—to go back and see.”

M I S S I O N S
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BoB & anne-marie Pagee
missions

In 2007, Beulah was sponsoring a Christian and Missionary Alliance 
conference in Malaysia, and I had an opportunity to be part of that team. 
Following that two-week experience and sharing my heart with my wife 
Anne-Marie, in prayer and reflection we discussed the possibility of serving 
in Asia. I felt a response from the Lord and repeatedly saw the word “serve” 
coming to me through several verses.
 
With great assistance from Beulah pastor Eric Persson and many 
affirmations from the Lord, Anne-Marie and I relocated to Penang 
International Church in Malaysia in 2007, for a two-year self-funded 
associate missionaries’ journey. unbeknownst to us, the pastor we went 
to work with would soon be ending his work. We found ourselves serving 
this church community and being part of the team seeking a new pastor. 
We were engaged in many ways, from connecting with new members to 
being the hands and feet of the church for nine months until a full-time 
pastor could be found.
 
As our two-years of serving  at the church was ending, we felt a call to 
remain in Malaysia, but international living was beyond our ability to be 
self-funded, so we needed to find employment. We were both presented 
with employment at Dalat International School (DIS). Additionally, we 
served in various areas through our membership in a local Chinese church.
 
Anne-Marie and I led Dalat students to volunteer at Shan House orphanage 
to help children with their schoolwork. While at first suspicious of us, 
amazingly this devoted Hindu orphanage allowed us access and became 
open to the presence of all this Christian love, resulting in several children 
seeking and finding Christ.
 
I suffered a double stroke in May 2019, and we almost had to come home. 
But by the time school started up in August 2019, I was able to return to 
a modified workload, and by first semester break, the Lord blessed me 
with a full recovery!

After 13 years in Malaysia, we returned to Canada in June 2020. We still 
support Christian friends in Penang, and we will always have our heart in 
two places as we had so many rich experiences overseas. Since returning 
to Edmonton, we have continued to attend Beulah.
 
Why have I learned to dig deeper and to serve? Bob says, “In a word, God 
continuously leads and blesses us without end. Whether you share with a 
neighbour or you travel 12,000 kilometres to speak with someone, it’s this 
simple; it starts with you taking action.”  

I end with a quote from Henry Blackaby: “Look for what God is doing and 
join Him!”

M I S S I O N S
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t & k
Names and locations intentionally withheld

T and K’s journey started when they first walked into Beulah as two lost sheep. Although they 
were a bit nervous and uneasy, that soon disappeared when the youth Pastor enthusiastically 
invited them on the young Adults camping trip. They then took the Foundations course, 
where they came to know and accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour. They then were baptized, 
got married, and became members of the church. Their lives had radically changed!

Their next milestone came while serving with Beulah in North Africa. The trip was impactful as 
they both received confirmation from God that they were meant to serve overseas. Although it 
would take 10 years of preparation and waiting, they served in the local community and grew 
in their faith and their relationships. T grew as a mechanic, then as a businessman, and K 
went from business to nursing. Then, all of that changed after hearing from God in dreams 
that it was time to move overseas. 

It is amazing how God had prepared them for the varied situations and moments they would 
encounter. Moments like these: each time T speaks with rice farmers about harvest or 
creating work systems at the farm, God uses his rural Canadian background and previous 
career in business. Each time K visits a hospital to answer medical questions and pray with 
loved ones, God uses her previous experience as a nurse. While holding a new healthy baby, 
K reflected on how God was with them on that day. T had to drive their neighbour in labour 
to a hospital far away, during a monsoon, and God gave him the skills to do so. And although 
K could barely speak the language, He gave her enough words to teach breastfeeding to the 
new mom. And each time they spend hours sitting on the floor, eating rice and unknown meat 
with their hands, in weather too hot to be comfortable, listening to others, they know God used 
their serving opportunities and experiences at Beulah to equip them. K shared, “In each of 
these encounters, we knew we were supposed to be there!”

“This amazing journey led to strong faith in our good God, and although it was challenging to 
wait on God for His timing, we now see His timing was perfect. God’s plan is perfect!”

M I S S I O N S
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sandra magnus
operation Christmas Child

Sandra Magnus began her ministry with Operation Christmas Child (OCC) when her children were 
very young. They filled one shoebox as a family, and this started their journey. When the children 
were young, they saved a portion of their allowance so each of them had enough money to choose 
items to fill a shoebox. There was excitement around purchasing and stuffing their boxes, and this 
project instilled a sharing heart in them. Eventually, Sandra took on a leadership role with OCC 
for 12 years. The family continued to work together towards this common goal of spreading God’s 
love one shoebox at a time.

Beulah became the Northern Alberta Regional Collection Centre for OCC in the early 2000s. Boxes 
were collected from as far north as NWT, west to Edson, and east to Lloydminster. Approximately 
3,000 boxes came from La Crete alone—a small farming community of less than 3,000 people!

Over the years, shoeboxes have been delivered from schools and various other locations at times 
via a parade of EMS vehicles, military vehicles, and even the STARS Air Ambulance. Sandra recalls, 
“The shoeboxes were stacked individually on pallets like a Jenga game and shrink-wrapped to 
look like something from Dr. Seuss.” The shrink-wrapped cartons would be stacked on pallets and 
loaded into semi-trailers. Over a week, they would load seven or eight semi-trailers with roughly 
4,500-5,000 shoeboxes each.

Sandra has felt God calling her to love and care for those around the world, and this is one way 
she can be involved while still living in Canada. Each shoebox is distributed together with local 
churches and provides the recipients an opportunity to attend Bible classes in their area. The 
Magnuses’ two daughters were able to go on a youth distribution trip to Paraguay. One of the 
exciting moments was attending a “graduation celebration” for children who had just completed 
the Bible class programs. It had a lasting impression on the girls to see how the shoeboxes not 
only were treasured gifts but also opened doors to meet Jesus.

Sandra also traveled on a distribution trip with Samaritan’s Purse to Mexico and later to Paraguay 
with her husband Kevin. She commented on the lasting impression of sheer joy on the faces of the 
children receiving the boxes. The children had so little and were extremely grateful for the time, 
gifts, and moments shared together as shoeboxes were placed in their hands.

Sandra shared, “These encounters have challenged me to live with the joy and contentment that 
God provides despite our circumstances and to focus on the simple gifts God gives us every day!”
 

P A R T N E R S H I P S
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reverend noel granado
men’s prison ministry

Noel Granado, an ordained minister in the Philippines, moved to Canada in 2012 when God opened 
the opportunity of a prison ministry to him. He exhibits a God-prompted passion to share the love 
of Jesus with people behind bars and those affected by crime.
 
As a chaplain and case worker in the Edmonton prison system, Noel works with marginalized 
people, including a focus on working with those unfamiliar with or not interested in the Christian 
faith. He assists them in feeling at ease so when they are released, they know they have someone 
they can trust, journeying alongside them. He provides support to prisoners willing to implement 
change and growth in their lives, leading towards a successful reintegration into the community.
 
Noel has helped Beulah and other local churches adapt ministries to support opportunities for 
former and present inmates to experience congregational life, Bible studies, Celebrate Recovery, 
and Alpha. This allows offenders occasions to experience personal growth through these ministries. 
Noel frequently accompanies them to these activities to demonstrate his personal commitment 
to their recovery and healing. 
 
On Sunday mornings, Noel would often accompany one of 
the former inmates to a worship service at Beulah, eager 
to learn more about this God of love and restoration. As 
one of them once told Noel, “I am totally surprised that 
people in this church would welcome me and would spend 
time with the kind of people like me.” The mother of one 
inmate shared, “Although I mourn the loss of my son’s 
freedom, I also rejoice his ‘newfound’ spirit. I now have 
back the son I had not seen for the last few years. He is 
once again the kind, gentle soul that he used to be. I truly 
see a wonderful change in Ryan each time I visit him, and 
I thank God for that.”
 
Noel’s welcoming and nurturing spirit for marginalized 
communities, facilitated by Beulah’s ministries, has 
touched many lives. Praise God!

P A R T N E R S H I P S
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the mustard seed 
and mosaiC Centre

Beulah’s Impact yEG ministry is about making a 
difference where we live, work, and play as a way to 
serve our city with Jesus’ love to people in need. We are 
a community of Christ-followers impacting Edmonton 
through restorative and transformational acts of 
service, hence our partnership with The Mustard Seed.

Kris Knutson, Director of Programs for The Mustard 
Seed, shared:

For over 20 years , Beulah Alliance has 
partnered with The Mustard Seed Edmonton to 
reach Edmonton’s homeless and marginalized 
populations to provide much-needed support and 
services. Together we have strived to be salt and 
light to those who are struggling in our community.

In the late 1990s and continuing for over 20 years, 
The Mustard Seed’s evening meal program and 
food bank were cornerstone programs. The success 
of these programs was in large part the result of 
dedicated volunteers who saw the needs of those 
struggling with poverty and responded out of love 
and compassion for their neighbours. During 
this time, members of Beulah’s congregation 
have served literally thousands of meals at The 
Mustard Seed.

Beulah’s commitment did not end with providing 
and serving food, but also has been involved in 
many facets of The Mustard Seed’s work. Numerous 
volunteer groups from the church assisted with 
community clean-ups; collecting, sorting, and 
organizing donations; as well as renovations, both 
planned and emergency repairs. 

Beulah has contributed financial support to a 
wide variety of programs. One intentional and 

P A R T N E R S H I P S

meaningful partnership was dedicated to 
the Open Door program, which provided 
resources to those transitioning from prison 
back to our community—from welcoming 
inmates into the Sunday services, to actively 
providing space and support for women 
incarcerated in Edmonton, to attendance at 
Beulah’s Celebrate Recovery.

Director of Community Development Megan 
Schuring added, “The Mustard Seed’s vision 
statement is to eliminate homelessness and 
reduce poverty where we serve. In response to 
this, we have established community hubs in 
many areas of Edmonton. The Mosaic Centre is 
located in northeast Edmonton. Beulah Alliance 
has graciously supported Mosaic Centre, 
particularly with helping us relocate to a new 
location where the need is great and there are 
few services. The generous gifts from Beulah 
have enabled us to build a commercial kitchen 
and community hub at our new site. This kitchen 
and hub will assist many people with learning to 
cook on a budget and having a place to connect 
with advocates, housing workers, chaplains, and 
Elders. This place is intended for everyone to 
come together and build a healthy community in 
a holistic manner.”

The Mustard Seed’s partnership with Beulah will 
continue to make the gospel that is preached in 
the church tangible to those in our community 
who are struggling with poverty, homelessness, 
or addiction, and in doing so, bring hope and 
Jesus’ love through the work that we engage 
in together. 

m o s a i c  c e n t r e
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edmonton araBiC 
evangeliCal ChurCh

Eleven years ago, seven families dreamed about 
having an Arabic-speaking church in Edmonton where 
we could grow, welcome more people, worship our 
Lord, receive and help newcomers, and disciple new 
believers. 
 
We heard about Beulah Alliance Church and 
approached them, expressing our feelings and the 
desires of our hearts. The Lord blessed us with 
such a welcoming environment to embrace us, 
facilitate the process, and provide us with space and 
equipment that we never dreamed of. Edmonton Arabic 
Evangelical Church (EAEC) started its wonderful 
journey with Beulah, and the seven families became 
a whole ministry with over 120 attendees and several 
ministries. Pastor Hany and his wife Mervat were one 
of the original seven families. Pastor Hany took on 
the role of Acting Pastor in 2013, giving guidance and 
leadership to the church.

Initially, our children were part of the Beulah Children’s 
Ministry while the KidZone staff offered to train our 
volunteers. We recently started our own Children’s 
Ministry. Over the last 11 years, our children have 
grown to become our youth Ministry. It is so exciting 
to see how the ministry has moved on with our sons 
and daughters.

We have a fervent Prayer Ministry and have witnessed 
the “oneness of the Holy Spirit” among EAEC and 
Beulah. Our ministry has expanded to embrace Syrian 
and Iraqi refugees. With the help of Beulah’s staff and 
congregation, we have been able to assist in compiling 
and filling out necessary official forms and completing 

the financial support process until we were able to 
receive the families into our church. We then continued 
support by providing physically and spiritually through 
discipleship.

We have established an active evangelism ministry 
through visiting prisons, approaching Muslim people 
and walking through the process of accepting Jesus 
Christ in their life as their Saviour and Redeemer. Our 
care ministry took care of our congregation during 
the hard time of the COVID-19 pandemic, providing 
physical, mental, emotional, and financial support to 
our struggling families. At the same time, our own 
youTube channel and Facebook group are providing 
online prayer support, youth meetings, and recorded 
Worship and Word services.

With the arrival of Pastor Nabil Roman as our Lead 
Pastor, we feel the Lord inviting and leading us towards 
being an organized church with our own entity and 
system. The path towards this goal began as our big 
sister Beulah participated with us by embracing us, 
supporting us, and facilitating our requirements to 
start a new congregation and grow to be a source of 
blessing to all the Arabic-speaking congregations in 
the city. 

We are very grateful to Pastors Keith Taylor, Darren 
DeGraff, Ray Wiens, and Ralf Peters for their support 
alongside us on this journey.

As Beulah celebrates its 100th anniversary, EAEC is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary. Praise be to God!

P A R T N E R S H I P S
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dan & kerry Wiens
Farming god’s Way

Dan and Kerry Wiens have been living in South Africa 
for the last 11 years teaching people how to grow food to 
sustain their families and subsequently to develop food 
businesses. They feel privileged to be part of bringing 
good news to the materially poor, primarily in South 
Africa and Ethiopia. Farming God’s Way opens people’s 
eyes to the resources available to us in creation that can 
be stewarded to harvest abundance from the land, while 
also working to equip them for the abundance found 
in Christ. This work is based on Isaiah 58:6, “loosen, 
remove and break every yoke of oppression, poverty 
and bondage.”

Durban, South Africa, is a long way away from Edmonton, 
where Dan was born and where he would later attend 
Beulah as a university student. When Dan and Kerry 
married, they made Beulah their church home. Beulah’s 
strong mission mindset was forefront in the life of the 
church. Dan, as worship pastor, had the opportunity to 

highlight many stories of visiting global workers and 
included them in the Sunday celebrations.

Dan’s mentor Randy Weber instilled a heart for worship 
in all the activities of the Worship Department. Randy 
saw worship as more than Sunday singing. He and the 
Beulah Worship team mobilized hundreds of volunteers 
every Christmas to present a Christmas performance 
that would reach out to the lost and hurting. Dan and 

P A R T N E R S H I P S

Kerry began to embrace the idea that worship is about 
letting their love for God overflow in acts of praise 
through music and singing, as well as demonstrable 
acts of love in serving others in a tangible and holistic 
way. These values instilled so early in their marriage led 
to accepting a call to engage in a cross-cultural mission 
in South Africa in 2010.
 
“If we are good news bearers, then the good news needs 
to apply to all aspects of life: physical, social, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual. True worship is worshipping 
in spirit and in truth.”

Dan and Kerry can attribute much of their early 
formation to dear mentors including Randy Weber, Stan 
Wiens, Len Thompson, Helen Sheh, Angie La Favor, 
Dave Belsey, and Melody Kilbank. Their hearts are filled 
with gratitude for the investments made that have led 
to where they are today. 

Kerry is still teaching aerobics as a bridge to traditional 
African communities after leading her first class at 
Beulah in 2001. Dan has invested in and built worship 
teams and leaders at two local South African churches 
after being given his first worship development 
opportunity at Beulah in 1996.

Dan shared, “We are endeavouring to put into practice 
a definition of worship that Pastor Keith has used in a 
number of sermons: responding to all that God is with 
all that we are!”
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st. alBert allianCe ChurCh
ChurCh plant

In May 1979, St. Albert Alliance Church officially launched 
with 29 charter members. These Beulah congregants 
responded to God’s prompting to further introduce the 
citizens of St. Albert to the life-transforming person of 
Jesus Christ. Their sacrifice was not just their finances, 
time, and talents; it also meant leaving friendships and 
ties forged in their parent church. It was a sacrifice 
cheerfully given, as they believed it was God’s mission.

By 1980, they had purchased a five-acre parcel of swamp 
land north of St. Albert, completing their first building 
in 1985. Bill and Olive Brandenbarg were two of the 
original 29. Olive recalls the day in 1980 that Bill was 
building the sign that would identify the building site, 
when his saw slipped and cut two of his fingers to the 
bone. Thankfully, his fingers were saved, but it serves 
as a reminder of the sacrifice, intentional or not, that 
these committed individuals contributed!

42 years later, St. Albert Alliance will see a new structure 
plus significant renovations to the existing building 
completed by summer 2021. Reflecting on the impact 
of the original building, Jeremy Peters (the current lead 
pastor) recounted:

These walls have seen the profound and wide-
reaching grace, power, and healing ministry 
of Jesus in the lives of countless people over 
the last 40 years. The radical transformation of 
people once lost but now found; once ruled by 
fear, now marked by courage; once broken, now 
healed, whether through deep healing of their 

P A R T N E R S H I P S

souls or miraculous healing of their bodies. 
Hundreds of baptisms, marriages restored, 
forgiveness granted, tens of thousands touched 
by love through St. Albert Alliance’s ministries.

The walls would tell of Jesus and how they have 
seen Him on display in the lives of thousands 
upon thousands of people who have participated 
in the life of the church over the last 40 years. 
The walls would encourage us to lift our eyes to 
focus on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our 
Faith; the only One worthy to be worshipped and 
adored; the only One who holds the keys to the 
Kingdom and who invites us into a flourishing 
life under His trustworthy and compassionate 
leadership.

Beulah’s vision, prompted by the Holy Spirit to start 
several churches in surrounding communities outside 
of Edmonton, has brought glory to God as lives have been 
transformed by His grace!



c
e

n
t

e
n

n
ia

l
 |

 b
e

u
l

a
h

 1
0

0
 y

e
a

r
s

99

harold edWardson
hope mission

Before Harold Edwardson was able to truly empathize 
with others in their despair, he experienced his own 
transformation. As a young seaman on the northern 
coast of Norway, Harold walked into a Salvation Army 
Hall and for the first time came face to face with the 
claims of Jesus Christ. He responded immediately and 
soon moved to Edmonton, where he attended the old 
Beulah Mission on 98th Street. This was where he met 
his wife, Hillie Suvan. 

During the 13 years that Rev. Edwardson and his wife 
were pastoring in rural Alberta, they began to re-
evaluate and seriously consider a change of ministry. 
Their vision and desire to serve the neediest people 
took shape. In the spring of 1929, they returned to 
Edmonton. There were great needs in downtown 
Edmonton, where they decided to live, and their friends 
encouraged them to consider mission work right there. 

The Edwardsons organized a board of directors 
composed of interested and supportive friends. Nine 
months later, with the support of many and the Robert 
Tegler Trust, they moved into the large Canadian 
National Railway staff rooming house, which became 
Hope Mission’s home for the next 30 years. The Mission 
quickly established itself as a place of compassion. It 
was a place where every bowl of soup was ladled out 
with an easy smile to the unemployed and homeless.

In 1945, after 16 years of selfless service, the 
Edwardsons retired from Hope Mission. The Edmonton 
Journal wrote of their leaving, “They were founders and 
co-workers in the dispensation of succour to the needy, 
aid to the sick and aged, relief to many in distress in 
city and country as well as preachers of the gospel.”

There were years of challenge  when the building was 
deemed unfit and, for the first time in its history, Hope 
Mission was itself homeless. In 1960, Hope Mission 
once again had a home and could serve Edmonton’s 

P A R T N E R S H I P S

underprivileged. Their continued commitment to 
making Edmonton a truly caring community was 
recognized by the Government of Alberta. In 1992, 
Hope Mission   was invited to take over operations 
of the Alberta Family & Social Services Single Men’s 
Hostel, subsequently renamed in honour of Herb 
Jamieson.

Hope Mission has grown into a not-for-profit 
Christian social care agency providing 18 services 
for impoverished and homeless men, women, and 
children. Its original purpose remains the same: “To 
serve, strengthen and uplift men, women, youth and 
children through the life-changing gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” Hope Mission is and always has been an 
interdenominational organization that reaches out 
and serves all people regardless of faith tradition 
and background. Services and activities are open 
to all.

It is inspiring to realize that the founders of Hope 
Mission were a part of Beulah in its early days and 
to know that the missional vision continues. Beulah 
is pleased to continue supporting Hope Mission with 
human resources and donations. May many find the 
love of Jesus through this ministry!
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helen sheh
operation Christmas Child

I had only been attending Beulah for two years in 1994 when I first volunteered to be involved 
in Operation Christmas Child (OCC).

When I was in my late 20s, each time missionaries came to my church, I got very excited 
listening to their stories. I dreamt that one day I would be able to go to different parts of 

the world and tell people about Jesus’ love. God kept this 
desire of mine in my heart for a long time, so when Katrina 
Palsky (Hunter), the children’s pastor at Beulah at that 
time, asked me to help her with packing shoeboxes for 
OCC, I was excited to help.

When I first became involved with OCC, we had asked 
all the Sunday school children to bring one item from a 
list that we provided. We collected enough items to pack 
50 shoeboxes. Since then, we have packed shoeboxes at 
Beulah every year. In 2004, Beulah became the collection 
centre in Edmonton’s West End, which has continued to 
this day.

Sandra Magnus was in charge of this event for 12 years, 
and I was able to help during that time. When Sandra 

stepped down from her role seven years ago, I took over with Nona Hait from Greenfield 
Church. Since Beulah is now the collection centre, churches and organizations pick up 
empty shoeboxes and return packed ones to Beulah. We grew from packing 50 to as many 
as 4,600 shoeboxes per season. Some volunteers, like Erica Werenka, pack more than 1,000 
per year. Once we load the semi-trailer, the shoeboxes head down the highway to Calgary 
for processing before being shipped overseas.

Both Sandra and I have gone to South America to distribute shoeboxes. Each shoebox is a 
gospel opportunity! Seeing the joy on all the children’s faces when they receive their own 
shoebox is worth all of our time and effort! 

My work with OCC has led me to other opportunities to pursue my passion for missions. In 
2007, I was able to be part of a medical mission team to Niger in Africa. That was the year 
God made my dream come true. I could see how God placed different people in my life to 
achieve my dreams to fulfill His mission. I am privileged to have been part of eight mission 
trips between 2007 and 2019, and I look forward to doing more.

P A R T N E R S H I P S
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trix de leeuW
Women’s prison ministry

Matthew 25:36: “I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you visited me.”

Trix De Leeuw often drove past the Edmonton Institute for Women, but one day she truly “saw it.” 
When God placed this verse on her heart, Trix was moved to follow His lead. In 2004 Trix contacted 
the Prison Volunteer Coordinator and began her journey towards following God’s call. After training 
and the necessary clearance, she began to mentor several women. She recalls that her first visit 
was like Daniel entering the lion’s den, armed only with faith that God would protect her, and He did!

Often the ladies just wanted to chat, play a game, or visit, connecting with someone from outside 
the prison walls. Sometimes conversations would evolve into spiritual discussions, which allowed 
Trix to share the love of God. Many women were hungry for the love and hope they experienced 
during a Bible study that Trix helped lead, and some committed their lives to Jesus! One inmate 
assigned to Trix had “coincidentally” been praying for a Christian mentor. Studying and praying 
together, they developed a strong bond, and eventually God made a way for this lady to be baptized 
at Beulah.

Further training allowed Trix to escort ladies to appointments, and eventually she began bringing 
a small group of women to Beulah’s Sunday services. They were able to sit together, be part of the 
worship experience, and hear clear messages from God’s Word.

One of these women, Chantel, shared that she first walked into Beulah in June 2019 on an escorted 
absence from the prison. “My anxiety was so bad as it was my first time in the community in two 
years. I sat three rows from the front, and every Sunday from that day, I never moved from that spot. 
I felt each service was speaking only to me. I remember telling Trix if someone would have taken 
me here 35 years ago, maybe my life would 
have been different.” Chantel left prison in 
April 2020 and moved away, but she says, 
“Grateful for technology, I haven’t missed 
a service since I left prison.”

Currently, Trix is involved in a new 
opportunity to connect with inmates over 
the phone. She spends time in prayer 
before each phone call and trusts God to 
lead the conversation where it needs to go. 
The Women’s Prison ministry has moved 
its volunteers out of their comfort zone and 
allowed them to see God’s hand of mercy, 
grace, forgiveness, and love at work. God 
is in the business of second chances and 
changing lives!

P A R T N E R S H I P S



c
e

n
t

e
n

n
ia

l
 |

 b
e

u
l

a
h

 1
0

0
 y

e
a

r
s

102

lyle & JoyCe Johnson
Compassion Canada

Many different methods are required to reach into different areas of the world to spread 
Christ’s love. Compassion is a ministry that sponsors children in 25 disadvantaged countries 
of the world. Incredibly, 423 Beulah congregants support over 800 children financially through 
monthly support, as well as emotionally and spiritually through encouraging letters.

In 2014, Joyce and Lyle Johnson were privileged, as Beulah staff representatives, to travel 
with 14 western Canadian pastors and spouses to Honduras. The purpose of the trip was to 
expose all of us to Compassion’s ministry to better understand the great work it does to support 
children and families in Honduras and, by extension, all of the countries they actively work in.

We visited projects and individual families in urban and rural areas of the country. We observed 
the commitment the project leaders have to meeting physical needs through nourishing food, 
educational needs through classroom instruction, and spiritual needs through worship and 
teaching. Meeting these needs not only supports individual children but also reinforces each 
family. Many come to faith in Christ as they experience love and care from the workers.

One evening, our group met with three Compassion young adults who had graduated from 
the children’s program and had qualified, through a stringent vetting process, to receive a 
university scholarship. They shared how different their lives would be as a result of attending 
university. One student enthusiastically told of her typical day as she spent four hours a day on 
public transportation to get to university and spend six to eight hours in classes and studying. 
This would not have been possible without her scholarship. 

We visited the head office for Compassion Honduras to observe the workings and accountability 
of the ministry. It gave us great insight to see all the detailed documentation of the children’s 
growth, both educationally and spiritually, as they matured through the program. Many of the 
personnel were graduates of the children’s program, and they spoke very favourably of their 
experiences and the life impact of Compassion. 

We returned from this experience with an in-depth understanding of Compassion’s nurturing, 
holistic care for the children and a renewed commitment to our Compassion children. 

P A R T N E R S H I P S
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larry & lee lindBerg
Camp nakamun

Larry Lindberg’s family began attending Beulah when 
he was in high school, where the youth Group brought 
real grounding experiences to his faith journey. Later, 
he and his wife Lee joined the young marrieds’ group, 
Koinonia; there, his spiritual commitment deepened, 
and the experience enforced the value of cultivating 
relationships with Christian friends.

The first time Larry attended Camp Nakamun was as 
a camper and then as a lifeguard. Later, he served on 
the Camp board for a few years, while his wife Lee 
volunteered in various roles. They always had in the 
back of their minds that they’d like to be more involved, 
maybe once they retired.

In 2007, the Lindbergs planned to head off in a new 
direction, but then they spent a weekend at family 
camp, and someone said to them, “Hey, we have a 
job for you!” This was an “aha” moment for them! It 
suddenly became clear that God had been preparing 
the way. Larry’s different career experiences and the 
skills he had gained culminated in his accepting the 
position as Camp Nakamun Director of Operations. 
Recently, he accepted the role of Financial Director. 
As with any job, there have been some challenges, 
but God showed up when they most needed Him, like 
the time the Camp had a very large financial need 
and no contingency to manage it. They received an 
anonymous phone inquiry about the need, and a week 
later, a cheque arrived in the mail for the full amount! 
God is good!

P A R T N E R S H I P S

In the 20+ years the Lindbergs have worked at Camp 
Nakamun, they’ve seen the lives of countless people 
impacted. Kids come to Camp as campers and have great 
experiences spiritually and relationally, and many come 
back as junior workers, then senior. Larry says, “It’s so 
motivating and encouraging to mentor them in work 
ethics, watch them grow, and see them mature in their 
faith. We have staff that have grown up at Camp and are 
totally ‘all-in’ to the ministry.” Many camp alumni who 
had a significant call on their lives at Camp are now in 
full-time ministry or are actively involved in Christian 
leadership and lay ministry.

Camp Nakamun’s mission statement sums up the 
environment they want Nakamun to exhibit: “Where 
people can Encounter God, Enrich Relationships, and 
Experience Creation.”

Beulah partners with Camp Nakamun by providing 
regular financial support, skilled craftsmen who 
contribute their talents, and a multitude of volunteers 
and campers. Camp facilities have often been used to 
host church-sponsored retreats providing a welcoming, 
hospitable, and tranquil environment. God uses the 
Camp experience to impact many lives with His saving 
grace, truth, transformative power, guidance, and call 
to service!
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reverend darren & naomi herBold
For Freedom international

I woke up one morning and felt the Lord tell me in a dream that it was time to apply to a 
church. I had always felt called to pastoral ministry but was waiting for the Lord to say 
when. I told Naomi, and she said, “Did He tell you where?” I said no. My literal response 
was, “I’ll Google Canadian Pastor Jobs.” Beulah’s Life Group Pastor opening was the first 
result. I read the job description and knew this was where God was leading. I never even 
looked at another posting. I sent in my resume and, after many interviews, initiated my 
ministry at Beulah. 

The Lord used many people in my life, and Beulah played a significant part. Pastor Keith 
taught me more about ministry than anyone in any other context. Working alongside 
the many selfless people at Beulah left a profound impact on my life as they served and 
sacrificed for Jesus.

Our call to the ministry in Thailand was a progressive journey over several years of sensing 
that change was coming. There were intentional times of gathering with trusted friends 
and people of discernment to listen to Jesus together as a group and discern what He was 

P A R T N E R S H I P S
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saying to Naomi and me. Those times of group discernment 
were pivotal moments that helped us to know when to pause 
and when to take next steps along the journey. ultimately, once 
we knew that change was coming, this opportunity in Thailand 
grabbed our hearts and we knew the Lord was calling. 

Our family’s life has been forever changed for good by our 
cross-cultural experience. Being a foreigner and minority 
has been eye-opening and helpful. Living in a different 
culture and serving others who lead in this culture has been 
a supreme privilege. Simply, I feel we have been blessed by 
seeing and experiencing more of who God the Father is than 
we had previously sensed by our experiences. This is in no 
way prescriptive, but for us, our cross-cultural experience 
has been a tool the Lord has used not only to draw us closer 
to Him but to depend on Him completely. 

Through His faithfulness, and our partnership with Beulah 
and the Christian and Missionary Alliance of Canada, we 
are thrilled to have seen For Freedom International (FFI) 
www. forfreedominternational.com be birthed as a Jesus-
focused justice and compassion organization that is now 
registered as a charity in the united States, Sweden, and 
Thailand. By God’s hand, FFI partners very closely with Thai 
law enforcement and other international agencies such as 
Interpol and the FBI. Through many people’s faithful support 
and prayer, we are thrilled not only to provide investigative 
support to law enforcement but also to run vocational training 
programs for victims and those at risk of exploitation, as well 
as running the child advocacy center for South Thailand. In 
addition to these focus areas, a national digital evangelism 
strategy has been developed and is beginning to be used by the 
national church in Thailand. We stand in awe at what God has 
done and continue to serve with you so that His name would 
be made more famous every day.

Beulah is our sending church family and continues to lift us up 
in prayer, and church members help to support our ministry 
in Thailand. 

Would the Lord continue to give us all great boldness in 
sharing His name (Acts 4:29)!

P A R T N E R S H I P S
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mandy santana

Mandy Santana grew up at Beulah and was baptized at the age of nine. Mandy had a very 
close relationship with her grandmother, Brenda Neve, and when Brenda passed away, 
Mandy was heartbroken and angry, which caused her to question God. Her parents 
encouraged her to attend youth group at Beulah, but in her own words, “I was the 
teenager that no youth pastor wants in their ministry.” But youth pastors Clinton Faupel 
and Lawrence Jansen continued to extend their grace, love, and support to Mandy.

As time went on, the draw of friends in school offered more exciting times. Mandy made 
the decision to leave the church, and by the age of 14, she had entered the dangerous 
world of drugs, alcohol, and parties. By the time she was 17, she was addicted. She 
felt lost and scared, believing there was no way out as she hit rock bottom. Taking 
the family car to get away, she felt the presence of God asking her, “Mandy, will you 
choose life, or will you choose death?” She decided to choose “life” with God! Within 
two days, she attended her first service at Beulah in years. As Mandy tells the story, 
Pastor Keith made his way to her right after service and said, “Welcome home, Mandy.” 
She collapsed in tears.

From that day forward, Mandy knew she would do whatever God asked. First, she went 
on a Beulah missions trip to an orphanage in Bolivia. She fell in love with the people 
and the culture, and soon learned fluent Spanish. Mandy returned to Edmonton and 
again obeyed God’s nudging to study at yWAM (youth With A Mission). She moved to 
Chile to further her Christian education and met her future husband, Jorge. After 
being married at Beulah by Pastor Keith, they returned to Chile to pastor a church 
with fruitful ministry for five years. 

Mandy and Jorge were called back to Alberta, where they were involved in a church in 
Picture Butte for four years, and currently they are pastoring in the Alliance church at 
Linden, AB, along with their four children.

What’s the next step? Mandy knows that God has called her to “Love everyone ... 
always!” God has given her His heart to love people.

A lifelong verse for Mandy is Isaiah 41:10 (NLT): “Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. 
Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold 
you up with my victorious right hand.”

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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reverend dave & dagmar 
tJart

Dave and Dagmar arrived at Beulah in 1962 when 
Dave was hired as the Associate Pastor for Christian 
Education and youth. They loved entertaining, and 
their home was open to many visitors as they shared 
a Sunday meal or Russian Tea after the Sunday 
evening service.

Dave worked at Beulah in many different roles. He 
served as interim Pastor of Music and later as the 
Pastor to Seniors. Dave loved his volunteer roles of 
serving as Choir Director and leading small groups, 
Bible studies, Griefshare groups, and the monthly 

Hymn Sing. He was the rich baritone in a quartet called 
The Servants, singing at churches, weddings, funerals, 
and social gatherings.

As the children grew, Dagmar pursued other interests 
including President of Women’s Missionary Prayer 
Fellowship, President of the District Alliance Women, 
and manager of the Alliance Villa.

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S

They were a great team, complementing and supporting 
one another in their ministries. They provided pastoral 
care while visiting shut-ins and those in hospital. They 
brought their warm encouragement, prayers, and hymns. 
One congregation member remembers them coming to 
visit her ailing mom: “It meant so much to her that they 
would take the time to visit and minister to her.” Once, a 
Beulah attendee was in Vancouver having surgery; Dave 
was there on holidays but made time to visit him. This 
gentleman’s wife said they still recall how much that visit 
meant to them, even today.

Dagmar passed away in 2009 from 
cancer, with Dave by her side. She had 
many visitors in hospital, which perked 
her up; however, a visit with Dagmar 
ended up with you knowing you had 
just received a precious gift of her 
ministering to you.

Dave listened intently to the voice of 
God regarding whom he should talk to 
over coffee. After the weekend services, 
Dave would seek out someone who 
could use a friendly smile and chat. He 
would always find someone who was 
new and by themselves. There were 
many who would seek him out to have 
their weekly hug and to talk to him for 
a while; he always had time!

Dave was a great listener who had a gracious approach 
to people. Many people were naturally drawn to him and 
his encouraging ways.

Dave passed away in 2019. Both Dave and Dagmar were 
pillars at Beulah Alliance Church, and their legacy lives on.
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andrea dreger

My first memory of Beulah was on vacation when my parents took our family on a 
holiday to Edmonton in 1997 which included a trip to West Edmonton Mall. They 
made sure that wherever we stopped on our journey that it included visiting a 
church, and on this particular vacation to Edmonton our parents chose Beulah 
as the church we would attend. 

Ten years later, I ended up moving to Edmonton for school and eventually met 
and married my husband, Kristopher. 

In 2016, we joined the Beulah family and have been attending ever since. I 
love that I can look back and see how God has had his fingerprints over my 
journey and connected us to this church family. We love our involvement with the 
ministries at Beulah. Kristopher works with the Creative team in the Technical 
Department and I have participated in Women’s Ministries. Being a part of our 
church brings us so much joy as we serve God and we look forward to raising 
our children to do the same.

Beulah is a ‘church for the unchurched’ and because of that, we have been able 
to invite friends and co-workers to come with us which has resulted in some of 
them choosing to become Christ-followers because of their time at Beulah. We 
look forward to seeing more people being reached for Jesus!”

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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Jason Costouros
alpha

Teresa Costouros has served on Beulah’s Alpha Team as a coach for several years. She and 
her prayer partner Angie La Favor prayed fervently for Teresa’s 32-year-old son Jason, who 
had spent much of his adult life in prison. They prayed that he would discover faith in Jesus. 
When Jason was released from his last prison sentence in 2013, he decided to attend Alpha in 
2014. Their prayers were gratefully answered when he accepted God’s love and forgiveness and 
surrendered his life to Jesus. Jason’s story of acceptance and restoration was so profound that 
it was featured in Beulah’s Christmas Eve service that year.
 

Jason was slowly rebuilding his life 
when, one evening in 2015, his past 
caught up to him. He was fatally 
shot in his driveway as he arrived 
home. 

After Jason’s tragic and untimely 
death, his sister Joanna vowed 
to start a ministry to help ex-
offenders re-engage in society. 
Teresa was encouraged to take a 
break from Alpha while she grieved 
the loss of her son, but steadfast 
in her faith and resilience, she 
answered, ”Satan has stolen so 
much from me already. He will not 
steal my ministry as well! I will 
continue with Alpha in the fall!” As 
it says in Isaiah 54:17a, “no weapon 
formed against you will prosper.”

 
Teresa harnessed her enduring strength in Jesus and has written a book, In Our Brokenness, 
He is Strong, depicting her long journey of heartbreak and restoration. Teresa, her husband, 
John, and their daughter, Joanna, continue to lean into Jesus to help them cope with this 
heartbreaking loss. 

Many lives were affected by Jason’s story, lives that were associated with his family. Several of 
them attended Alpha as a result, and they, too, encountered Jesus and committed their lives to 
Him. Jesus has done many great things! To Him be the glory!!!

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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ed & Betty giesBreCht

Ed and Betty Giesbrecht moved to Edmonton in 1979. Looking for a new church, they 
browsed the Edmonton yellow Pages, found Beulah Alliance Church, and decided to try 
it out. They were so impressed by the welcoming and inclusive nature of the people at 
Beulah that they saw no reason to visit any other churches.

On their first Sunday, they and their three pre-school children were met at the door 
by a friendly greeter who directed their kids to various Sunday School classes. They 
were introduced to a group of people in a similar life stage as them, and by the end of 
the morning, they had been invited to a Beulah social event. That social event was the 
beginning of developing great, lasting friendships, and more importantly, it connected 
them to a Small Group that has been 
foundational to their spiritual growth.

Ed and Betty have served in a variety 
of ways and in several ministries. 
Together they led Small Groups, 
ushered on Sundays, and were 
involved in outreach programs 
such as short-term missions and 
Christmas and Easter programs. 
Ed served as a Board member and 
was directly involved with several 
of Beulah’s building projects. 
When Beulah celebrated its 75th 
anniversary, they were thrilled 
to play the part of a couple that 
started Beulah and the Gospel 
Car ministry. They feel blessed 
to be here to celebrate Beulah’s 
100th anniversary.

Betty says, “The most rewarding part of our journey with Beulah has been to see that 
those three toddlers we started at Beulah with in 1979 came to know Jesus through 
ministry at Beulah.” Their children are now grown adults with spouses and children of 
their own, and those who reside in Edmonton are regular attenders at Beulah.

Ed and Betty say, “We are thrilled to see the next generations continuing to grow spiritually. 
We have truly experienced the character of Beulah in giving, growing, and going. Thank 
you, Beulah, for 100 years of representing Jesus to the city of Edmonton and beyond!”

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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Jose & Wendolin mondragon

God brought us to Beulah through an Alpha group in 2012. 
We fell in love with the church immediately as we were 
welcomed with so much love. We knew in our hearts that 
this was the place God was calling us. We felt God ask us 
to consider attending Whitemud Creek Campus, but it took 
us some time to accept the invitation. God planted the seed 
in our hearts, and we took a step of faith.

The first Sunday we went to church at the Windermere 
Theatre, one of the pastors welcomed us and invited us 
for coffee. During our conversation, he shared that they 
needed help in the set-up/tear-down ministry. There were 
a few helping hands but much to be done before and after 
the services. Jose knew God was asking him to serve, and 
he began volunteering every Sunday morning and evening.

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S

Later, there was a call for volunteers in KidZone for 
teachers and caregivers. I didn’t want to do it, as I had 
little kids of our own and didn’t feel I had the patience 
or qualifications. But the Holy Spirit moved my heart, 
and God provided me with everything that I needed: 
strength, patience, wisdom, but more importantly, love 
for the kids. Our serving journey hasn’t always been 
easy, as we’ve been challenged to move out of our 
comfort zone many times. However, we have always 
felt God’s love guiding every step and His strength in 
the most difficult times. We have come to understand 
that God is calling us to be instruments of His love to 
His people.

Being part of Beulah Southwest Campus has been 
a blessing to our lives. God has transformed our 
hearts by serving and opened our eyes to the needs of 
this world. Our kids have been the most blessed, as 
they have grown up in an environment of love, care, 
forgiveness, and service to others. They enjoy serving 
by our side and love sharing God’s love with friends and 
family. It has been so beautiful to see how their little 
lives have blessed others. 

We never imagined we could be part of a big church 
and our lives could be used to further Beulah’s vision 
of reaching out to people and sharing God’s word. It 
has been inspiring to see Southwest Campus growing 
in so many ways in just a few years. We know God has 
bigger plans for all of us as He gives hope for the future 
and encourages us to keep working for His kingdom 
and sharing His good news!
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amy hogg
Celebrate reCovery

“I was a chubby kid, very overweight with terrible acne, 
and my last name is Hogg.” 

The merciless teasing and bullying left an indelible mark 
on Amy that became her own mantra of self-loathing. 
Suicide attempts led to alcohol and drug abuse, and by 
the time Amy was 14, she was selling and using every 
drug available. Prison inevitably followed, and Amy began 
a dizzying cycle of parole, addiction, crime, and prison 
that would last the next 18 years. “I had no morals. Every 
jail sentence was like a badge of honour.”

Her life spiralled out of control and hit its bottom one 
terrifying night. “I bowed my head and let go of my pride 
and called out to God to help me. I swore to Him if He got 
me out of the situation, I would turn my life over to Him.”

2 Corinthians 1:8-9: “We were really crushed and 
overwhelmed, and feared we would never live through 
it. We felt we were doomed to die and saw how powerless 
we were to help ourselves; but that was good, for then we 
put everything into the hands of God.”

Jesus did indeed rescue her, but the consequences of 
other actions would soon see her behind bars in a federal 
prison in Edmonton. It was there that she wandered 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S

into a Celebrate Recovery (CR) program that Beulah 
had established inside the prison. “I thought there 
would be cookies,” she laughs. Skeptical, jaded, and 
hopeless, Amy walked in while they were teaching 
Step 2: Powerless. As the powerful video admonished 
them to “stop denying the pain,” it was as if Jesus 
spoke directly to her heart. Transformation began.

Within six months, Amy had completed her first step 
study. With a clean slate, she then moved to rebuild 
her life on God’s truth, with more CR and Bible 
studies. One of the most daunting steps was to make 
amends to her parents, who had all but disowned her. 
With tears streaming down her face, Amy read the 
three-page list of wrongs. She raised her head to face 
the shame, only to see both parents crying alongside 
her, offering her grace and forgiveness.

Seven years clean and with prison a distant memory, 
Amy continues to work the CR steps. “There are no 
words to express how grateful I am for this program 
and the changes it helped me make in my life. I know I 
am loved and of value and that God is always there for 
me. I have become a new creature in Christ. My life is 
based on hope for the future, gratitude for today, and 
a strong relationship with Jesus.”
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violeta Boquiren
alpha

Violeta Boquiren is passionate about helping others discover faith in Jesus. She came 
from a Christian background, but it wasn’t until recently that she discovered the difference 
between knowing “about” God and knowing God through a relationship with Jesus. Violeta 
discovered the role of the Holy Spirit in her life as her Comforter and Guide. Experiencing 
divorce and raising a child as a single mother, she has known God the Father as a Father 
who promises never to leave or forsake her. She walks with confidence that her needs will 
be met by a generous and loving Father. When the challenges of life confront her, Violeta 
has learned that when she’s weak, Jesus’ strength is made perfect and enables her to keep 
going. She continually finds that God’s loving forgiveness is all-encompassing. Violeta 
cherishes Ephesians 1:7, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”

Since discovering faith in Jesus, Violeta 
has been serving on the Alpha Team, 
first as a Contributor, then as a Leader, 
and now as a Coach leading other 
leaders. When Beulah launched the 
Southwest campus, they had prepared 
for 30 guests to attend the Alpha 
course—Jesus surprised them with 
60 guests! From that first Alpha at the 
Southwest campus, many people made 
first-time commitments to Jesus and 
have been baptized.

In 2021, Violeta led Alpha in Tagalog. 
Experiencing Alpha with her fellow 
Filipinos, and thereby breaking down the 
language barrier, was a game changer! 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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katie Wade

When Katie (Wolfe) Wade was 15, she left school and began working in a factory. While she 
was born into a Christian home, her newfound freedom found her living for the world and not 
wanting to attend church. During that time, the Dr. Price revival meetings came to Edmonton, 
booking the 10,000-seat arena. This was a major event, so Katie and her friend Bertha decided 
to attend. A young man, Reverend Woodward, led the prayers that evening, and she thought 
to herself, “If I knew where this man was the preacher, I would go to that church.” When the 
invitation was given to receive Jesus, she experienced a truly “born again” encounter, and she 
began attending Beulah Tabernacle. 

At 18, Katie went to Bible School at Nyack, where she met and married her husband, George. 
They had hoped to become missionaries but were unable to pursue that desire, so they instead 
went back to Beulah. While raising four girls, they were very involved in several ministries at 

Beulah, including singing in the choir and cooking in the kitchen. One of their daughters became 
a missionary, and it brought Katie great joy that God kept His promise of her involvement in 
missions by allowing her to join her daughter for a six-week venture in the Philippines.

Katie was a positive and fun-loving person, looking forward to any changes and new initiatives 
as the church grew. At one Annual Meeting, a debate about building the current facility got 
Katie to the microphone. Full of humour, and never shy to share her opinion, she said, “I’m all 
for it!” Saying that she was growing older and may not get all the benefits of a new building, 
she still had a vision of “God on the move.” Katie got a huge laugh by noting that part of her 
donation should go towards padded pews because she found the wooden ones uncomfortable. 
When the new church opened on 178th Street, Katie was there to express her excitement for 
the padded pews!

Katie’s words from part of her writings: “I love my church. I’ve gone to Beulah Alliance Church 
since I was saved at seventeen years old. My salvation was very real to me. The Lord has been 
good to me to lead me in each step I had to make.”

Katie attended Beulah Alliance Church until her passing in 1999 at 93 years of age.
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maxine hanCoCk

Maxine Hancock started attending Beulah Alliance Church in 1954 with her family. She recalls 
sitting in the front pew with her parents and three siblings. Worship and Sunday School were 
very important to this deeply committed family. It was during her teenage years that her 
giftedness in ministry started to grow. As her dad was Sunday School Superintendent, she 

grew up teaching Sunday School, leading youth 
groups, and being involved in Christian education.

In particular, it was Bill Goetz, a youth pastor and 
interim pastor for a period of time, who greatly 
influenced her during her high school years. 
His ongoing encouragement played a big part 
in her initially employing her gift of writing. She 
enjoyed editing Campus articles for Alliance 
youth Fellowship and even wrote articles in the 
Alliance Witness magazine. From that sprung 
many opportunities in her later years, such as 
speaking at conferences throughout Canada and 
internationally, writing numerous books, and 
even appearing on Vision Television network.

During Maxine’s college and career days at 
Beulah, she met Cam Hancock, who also was 

a Junior High Alliance youth leader. In 1960, they were married by Beulah’s Pastor David 
T. Anderson. A short time later, they moved to east-central Alberta. It was during those 
years that Maxine became established as a writer. Maxine had a career as a teacher, and 
later as a Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies and Spiritual Theology at Regent College, 
Vancouver, B.C.

Many of the blessings enjoyed today can be traced back to their beginnings at Beulah.

It is said, “Once a servant, always a servant.” Maxine was baking bread to give to her 
neighbors during the interview for this story. 

To her, ministry is quite simple: just love people. Show them Jesus—His compassion, vision, 
and open arms. Then sit back and watch God do His thing!

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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lilly Brie
prayer group

Prayer has been integral in Beulah’s history! Lilly Brie shared one expression of this truth.  

God gave me a vision to lead a prayer ministry. Not a typical Small Group, but rather one where 
people could come any week, without committing to a schedule. Some members of the Monday 
Prayer Ministry have schedules that make consistent 
participation difficult, but I wanted a way that they 
could still be part of a group as their schedule 
permits. Our evenings include prayers for the 
church and personal concerns. Several of the 
pastoral teams send requests to the group seeking 
prayers specific to their ministry areas. The Monday 
gatherings follow a pattern of Worship, Praise, and 
Prayer. Worship times include scripture reading and 
singing together, followed by sharing of answered 
prayer requests. This is so encouraging as we see 
how God answers prayers in His way and His time. It 
continually grows our faith! After this inspirational 
time, we encourage people to present specific 
requests to be lifted to God.

One such prayer was very personal to me. I received 
word that my father in Romania was near death and 
I should return home. I hurriedly booked a flight, telling my prayer team the circumstances 
surrounding my sudden departure. My flight was very early, and I was surprised by one team 
member arriving in her pajamas, at 4 a.m., to pray with me before I left Edmonton. Those prayers 
brought me strength and calm as I departed on an emotional journey.

Little did I know that nine days after my father’s passing, my mother would also pass. Very emotional 
and stressed, I received another gift from the group. They sent me a video of the team gathered 
together and praying over me. The sight brought tears as I realized how blessed I was to be 
supported by their prayers. It truly brought peace beyond understanding and strength to carry on.

What an example of the power of prayer and a practical expression of love!

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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raeleigh linnen
young adults

Growing up in Beulah youth, I learned to value community deeply, as it was a way 
to experience life with other believers. As my years in youth went by, my desire for 
community only grew as I engaged in fellowship in this intentional way. I was so blessed 
by the fact that after high school, I was able to easily transition into the Beulah young 
Adult ministry. I connected with old friends, made new ones, and grew in my relationship 
with the Lord because of the inviting environment that the young adults provided.

A year and a half into my time as a young 
adult, I chose a missional semester 
in Thailand. I felt supported and loved 
as I experienced the incredible gift of 
being lifted before God in prayer by my 
Small Group as well as the young Adults 
Ministry as a whole. People I would never 
have expected joined along as prayer 
partners and financial supporters. I am 
so grateful. It was amazing to see God 
at work!

Throughout my involvement with young 
Adults, I have been given opportunities 
to serve, lead, and be mentored in many 
different areas of the ministry, which 
led to a time when I became a Beulah 
young Adults Ministry Assistant. While 
helping other youth transition into young 

Adults, like I had experienced, and encouraging new believers and new attendees to get 
connected into Small Groups, I grew more spiritually than I could ever have imagined. 
What a blessing to be a part of a ministry that I believe in and see so much value in. 
Community in young Adults is not only fun and light-hearted, but also an intentional, 
life-giving, and Christ-centred environment to grow and be loved. Lately God has been 
reminding me of the importance and blessing of “doing life together.”

1 Corinthians 12:25-27 says this when talking about the community and body of Christ: “so 
that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern 
for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every 
part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 

I am thankful that Beulah offers this kind of community for me and other young adults, 
encouraging us to be on fire for Jesus! 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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Phyllis Pendergast

Phyllis’s first connection with Beulah was listening to 
Sunday night radio services, thinking one day she’d like 
to attend those services in person. In 1954, she married 
Bill, and they became members at Beulah, where they 
sang in the choir and were youth Sponsors until 1988.

Phyllis’s children grew up and accepted Jesus at Beulah. 
She says, “Beulah’s ministries have been foundational 
in my family’s life, as together we participated in 
many areas of service and experienced a deepening 
commitment to God.” Bill passed away in 2015, but 
Phyllis and her family continue to serve at Beulah.

Phyllis’s prayer ministry began in her early Beulah days 
at Tuesday night prayer meetings. In the 1990s, Phyllis 
joined five ladies known as “The Praying Ladies,” a 
name coined by her grandson. They prayed together 
for 20 years and saw God answer countless prayers. 
“My time with those ladies was so precious, and 
their influence was pivotal in my understanding the 
importance of prayer.”

Since 2011, Phyllis has prayed with seven ladies every 
Wednesday. She also receives prayer requests from the 
youth ministry and the Alpha team. “God is so good! 
I’ve seen Him answer many prayers.” Phyllis has had 
one constant prayer partner for 20+ years and often 
spends one-on-one prayer times with several ladies 
over the phone. As her daughters attest, “If you ever try 
to call Mom and it’s busy, she’s probably praying with 
someone.” 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S

Angie La Favor encouraged Phyllis to become a Day 
Break Bible study table leader, which has become 
so rewarding. Study preparation challenges Phyllis 
to a deeper faith. Together the ladies connect to 
pray and rejoice in God’s goodness. One lady, who 
accepted Jesus at Day Break, left Edmonton but 
continues to call Phyllis every week to share and 
pray together, saying that meeting Christ at her table 
totally changed her life. 

Phyllis’s journey with Alpha began as an Alpha prayer 
partner. Then, in 2018, someone from her condo 
asked Phyllis to attend Alpha with her, where she 
accepted Jesus. In 2019, Doreen Bell and Phyllis felt 
God asking them to invite others from their condo and 
lead a Senior Alpha.

Beulah offers many learning opportunities, through 
which Phyllis discovered her gift of encouragement. 
Phyllis often sends words of encouragement to those 
fortunate enough to be in her ever-expanding circle 
of care. Just when someone needs it most, a card 
from Phyllis arrives. God seems to prompt her with 
the right words and scripture verse to specifically 
meet their needs. She lifts spirits, offers hope, and 
inspires courage to persevere. She always reminds 
people to trust that “God is in control.” 

Phyllis says, “It is my desire that God will use my life 
to impact others, just as those who have gone before 
me at Beulah have impacted me.”
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angela mcisaaC

In 1999, my husband and I started attending 
Beulah and immediately felt at home. But I 
was dealing with depression, and by 2011, 
I was broken and hurting. God had a plan: 
He was going to use Beulah’s ministries to 
bring me healing.

One Sunday morning service highlighted 
a women’s retreat to be held at Camp 
Nakamun. The topic was God’s Healing, and 
I just knew I had to go!

At the retreat, I remember Sarah Hunter 
speaking about God’s healing power. At the 
end of the Friday evening session, she asked 
each of us to spend time listening to what 
God wanted to tell us. That night, I felt God 
say He would heal me spiritually. I wanted 
physical and emotional healing, but I said yes 
to God, and my life has not been the same 
since. I was healed spiritually, physically, and 
in so many other ways. It was a long, slow 
process of truly giving my life over to God, 
piece by piece.

Since the retreat, I have had to fight for a struggling marriage, bear the heartache of 
divorce and learn how to survive as a single parent. Because of these trials, I learned that 
God is faithful, and as I look back, I can see how God worked in me during those times. I 
was able to praise God through the storm. I relied on the church for support, and Beulah 
was there for my son and me through a Mid-Size Community group.

Beulah is like my second family, and I am blessed to help serve there now. I am thankful 
for this church and how it has brought me back to God. My life verse is Proverbs 3:5-6 
(NKJV): “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths.”

God has taught me to completely trust Him in every area of my life, if you do, He does direct 
your path. During those years, the hymn “Trust and Obey” kept going through my mind. 
you can’t just trust God; you have to take the step of obedience to do what He calls you to 
do. God has truly turned my life around. I am no longer sad, depressed, or hurting. I truly 
am happy in Jesus. He brings such joy and peace to my life that only He can give!

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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ana navarreta & Cesar 
hoyos

Ten years ago, we moved to Canada. My husband and 
I were raised in Catholic homes, attending church as 
children with our grandmothers. However, we stopped 
attending church as adults, though we believed in God 
and never doubted His existence. Once we had a family, 
we wanted to give our children the same experience we 
had growing up. A couple of times, we found churches 
that seemed like good prospects, but something would 
happen and we weren’t able to attend.

A job search led us to Edmonton, where my sister 
lived. She had become a Christian, and she invited us 
to attend her church, Beulah Lighthouse. I attended 
alone with my children, but the 
kids didn’t know anyone and felt 
uncomfortable, so we didn’t go 
back. A few months later, my 
mother visited us and wanted to 
attend a church service, so we 
attended Lighthouse again. My 
husband felt compelled to attend, 
so the whole family went to church. 
The sermon really impacted me. 
My husband, on the other hand, 
said he enjoyed the worship but 
was more interested in checking 
on the kids during the sermon. 
After a few weeks of attending 
continuously, I was learning what I 
had never paid attention to growing 
up in church. My husband was 
invited to enroll our kids in VBS 
(Vacation Bible School). To his 
surprise, both children begged him to register them. 
He couldn’t believe it but decided to do so. That was a 
turning point for us at Lighthouse.

As time passed, I asked my husband for us to commit 
and decide to accept the Lord into our hearts. He said 
that it was a personal decision—basically, “you do what 
you want.” But we continued attending Lighthouse. I 
was shy to accept the Lord, hoping my husband and I 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S

would do it together. Then one day, after about three 
months, my husband took a step of faith, answering 
an altar call at the end of the service; he had accepted 
the Lord! And I totally missed it. I mentioned what 
had happened to my sister, who immediately called 
Pastor Maynor Motta and asked him to guide me with 
my prayer of salvation to accept the Lord.

That was seven years ago. Now the whole family loves 
church, and our best friends are people we have met 
at Lighthouse. We serve in different ministries and 
have found community and friendship. If someone 
would have said 10 years ago that we would become 

Christians, go to church every weekend, and basically 
be the last ones out the door after worship service, 
we would have said “impossible”! 

Now we thank the Lord every day and pray that just 
as we have found a home and a family at Lighthouse, 
our children will also want to commit to His church 
and make it their own. 
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nathan gullion

For you to fully understand how God has drastically changed 
my life, I need to begin by painting a story of my past.

I was born and raised in the small northern town of Slave 
Lake. I grew up in an alcohol-dependent, family and even 
though the family dynamic seemed good to the outside 
world, there were many underlying issues of abuse and 
neglect. My parents divorced in 1985, and by that time, I 
was already on a dangerous path. I was caught up with 
the wrong crowd where I was welcomed with open arms, 
and dysfunctional behavior eventually came knocking on 
my door.

As we skip ahead a few years, 
I was in and out of the judicial 
system and eventually 
served a couple of years 
for various crimes. Alcohol 
played a pivotal part in my 
life and was instrumental in 
many broken and damaged 
relationships, especially with 
my mom and  dad. 

Eventually I met Kim, the 
woman who would later 
become my wife. Early in our 
relationship, we had a lot of 
struggles due to my unstable 
behavior. We ultimately did 
marry, but there came a 
time when Kim left me. To 
be quite honest, at the time, I felt almost relieved because, 
even though I was sad, I knew I would hurt her and my 
young son in one of my fits of rage. It was a very dark time 
in my life. But one night, when I was homeless and feeling 
especially alone, God entered the picture and I began to 
hear a faint voice. Not knowing why, I felt a strong pull to go 
to Beulah. It was as though someone was calling my name, 
louder and louder, and so I went.

I met youth Pastor Lawrence, and after exchanging 
pleasantries, he asked me two questions. The first was 
“Why are you here?” to which I responded, “I was kind 
of hoping you could tell me why I was here.” The second 
question was “Would you like to pray Jesus into your life 
today?” Looking back on that moment, it felt like the only 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S

question that made sense to me. So, I very hesitantly said, 
“yes, yes I would.”

I began to see God slowly working in my life. I had moved 
to Red Deer, but with God’s help, Kim and I began to repair 
our brokenness, and I moved back to Edmonton to be with 
her. We have now been married for 17 years!

I was looking for employment and found a custodian 
position at Beulah. It’s funny how the pieces began to fall 
into place, because even though I was used to making a 
lot more money, God knew that I needed to be at Beulah 

so I could surround myself with 
Christians—Christians who 
could answer questions about 
what life was all about. I began 
to wrestle with my old lifestyle.

I began my soul journey and 
attended the Alpha course 
twice. Then I took Alpha to 
the First Nations community 
and led the course as a table 
facilitator. The Alpha course, 
working at the church, and the 
people God placed into my path 
were all vital to my journey. God 
is so great.

Beulah has been instrumental 
with my growth because of the 
many courses I was able to 

take. The Marriage course, Alpha, the 12-step Celebrate 
Recovery course, and the Men’s Ministry are just a few that 
have been vital in my growth and understanding of who 
Jesus is to me today. 

I am finishing my Master of Divinity degree and have taken 
on a bigger role within the Reformed Churches of America 
ministering to First Nations people. I have also become the 
coordinator/director of the North American Indian Ministry.

It’s difficult to express gratitude for my journey and for 
those people who have been on this roller coaster ride 
with me. Thank you, Beulah! I look forward to seeing how 
Beulah will “Reach, Teach, and Equip” those who God may 
be calling right now.
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lEann mendez

I first came to Beulah when Pastor Keith was absent working towards earning his 
doctorate. I loved the teaching and the environment but was a “back of the church, 
last pew” attender. One day a “new” pastor came, and suddenly the people stood up 
and started cheering and clapping. I thought 
a celebrity must have come to preach. It 
wasn’t; Pastor Keith had returned.

From his sermon on, I knew I was home. I 
moved up to the front row and sat there for 
the next 20 years, raising all three of my kids 
in the church.

I spent 17 of those years volunteering in 
children’s ministry until I became too sick 
to help anymore. I helped start the Saturday 
Night Children’s ministry, even when we 
weren’t sure Saturday nights would work.

The numerous Wednesday night ladies’ 
groups, marriage conferences, breakfasts, and Christmas presentations I attended 
gave me opportunities to bring my unsaved friends. The many other groups and 
activities that have happened at Beulah have brought me and my family so much 
joy. I treasure so many amazing memories from a church that never stops being the 
hands and feet of Jesus!

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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Jeff & Christine Pudel

Jeff and Christine Pudel first stepped into Beulah during their high school days, on 
what was sort of their “first date.” They both had a school assignment to watch a play, 
and they came to one of Beulah’s Christmas productions.
 
Later in life when they were searching for a new church, they wanted a place where 
their needs would be met. When Beulah’s Southwest campus opened, they walked in 
and heard an audible voice that said, “you are home.” And “home” is how Beulah has 
felt to them ever since. They feel that Beulah’s Southwest campus is the place God 
wants them to be; not only for themselves, but also as a place where they can reach 
out to others. 

Jeff and Christine took the Alpha course, which 
answered some burning questions and became a place 
where they have found lasting friendships. Through 
volunteering and joining a Mid-Sized Community, 
they have a strong sense of community and a place to 
belong. Through a cancer diagnosis, a miscarriage, 
grief, and then welcoming their new baby, Luke, into 
their lives, they have found amazing people who have 
been a part of their lives, walking and praying with 
them through all the ups and downs of life.

Christine says of attending services at Beulah, “We 
have been incredibly blessed by the messages, and 
often the sermons are just what we needed to hear 
to make it through another week.” They often find 
themselves discussing how God is working in their 
lives and changing their perspective of Him, of others, 

and of themselves. Conversations with all the pastoral staff have been very encouraging 
as they work through tough questions and personal and spiritual matters in their lives.
 
“Beulah truly has become our home, and we are so grateful God has led us here. We 
are thankful for having found a church that has been around for 100 years. We hope we 
can make a difference in the life of the church as we continue attending and growing 
our family here.”
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max runions

Max came to a personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ at age 19 through the preaching of the gospel 
in a small Calgary fellowship and through his friendship with a pal whose family loved and knew 
the Lord. From the time he committed his life to the Lord to the last breath he took, Max’s love for 
the Lord and his desire to please and serve Him never wavered. He had an enthusiastic, contagious 
faith. He was taught to understand the scriptures through Bible studies and lifelong reading and 
study, and he taught the Word with joy and clarity whenever he had the opportunity. In Beulah, he 
taught the young Adult Bible class for numerous years, which grew to be a large group of young 
working people and university students. One attendee, Keith Taylor, eventually became one of 
Beulah’s pastors. In Max’s last days of life, he remembered, with joy, what a privilege it had been 
to teach the youth, and people continue to share with his daughter that their lives were touched 
through that ongoing ministry.

The following was shared in 
a note recently received from 
someone who co-taught a 
Sunday School class with Max: 
”I was about 21 years old. We 
team-taught. I remember many 
times that I would come to the 
Runions’ home on Saturdays, 
and we’d get on our knees and 
pray for these kids. What a gift 
that was to me. He encouraged 
me, challenged me, and I will be 
forever grateful for his impact on 
my life in those important years.” 

Max used many different outlets to reach non-Christians. One person recalls that while serving on 
the bus ministry, not only did Max Runions teach him in Sunday School, but Max also offered him a 
job. He was invited to the Runions family home on numerous occasions for a meal and afterwards 
for a time of ministering to his soul. He recalls how Mr. Runions prepared and delivered his lessons. 
“I felt transported into each session because of the subject matter, the extensive background 
information, and the engaging delivery. He really embodied his lessons and really touched my 
spirit,”, says Perry van Doorn.

The Runions family regularly filled a pew in both “old Beulah” and “new Beulah” on 124 Street. 
There were four children plus Max and Ruth who thought that Sunday worship and Sunday School 
were very important. They began attending Beulah when they moved to Edmonton in 1954, and the 
whole family was active in many ministry areas including Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, 
and Alliance youth Fellowship.

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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luke thom
young adults

Beulah young Adults (ByA) has had an immense impact on my faith journey. It has 
afforded my faith many opportunities to grow in depth, breadth, and applicability. The 
most transformative element of my time in ByA has been practically experiencing this 
profound difference: gospel life is not living my life for Christ but rather Christ living 
His life through me. A life of surrender to Christ and accepting His life freed me from 
deep struggles with anxiety and being a “good enough Christian.” 

The ByA ministry gave me the opportunity 
to lead four mission trips to Ecuador. 
There, I discovered my passion for 
ministry and missions, and I am still 
actively pursuing this in my walk with 
Christ. Through leading these trips, I 
learned invaluable lessons about serving 
other cultures effectively, coaching teams, 
servant leadership, and raising prayer and 
financial support. These critical elements 
have sharpened me for the next calls 
of Jesus. 

Through participation in leadership teams 
and the shepherding from young Adults pastors, I have learned and experienced my 
gospel identity and what it means to live that out. I have experienced that who God 
is, determines what He does, which determines who I am, and out of that comes 
what I do. This simple but formative element has been a huge part of finding my 
identity in the Lord, not in what I do. The ministries of Small Groups within ByA have 
given fruitful opportunities to disciple others in the ways I have been discipled and 
to discover the same truths.

Through Small Groups, worship nights, leaders’ training, mission trips, wonderful 
friends made, and various mentors who have poured into me, I have experienced 
immense spiritual growth. I am extremely grateful for the young Adult Ministry. 

Beulah has had a rich and diverse ministry for the last 100 years, and I’m trusting 
Him for the next 100!

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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ron & doreen gillesPie

“But my God shall supply all your needs according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19 
KJV). Doreen and Ron Gillespie embodied this verse; 
their involvement in Beulah and in the community 
was inspiring!

Doreen’s parents, Herbert and 
Violet George, were charter 
members of Beulah Tabernacle. 
Doreen and Ron met at Bible 
School and were later married. 
Ron’s health issues didn’t allow 
for full-time ministry, but at 
Beulah, less strenuous work 
allowed them to pursue other 
ministry opportunities. Ron 
felt best suited for work with 
children; his first assignment 
was a discipline-challenged 
Grade 1 boys’ Sunday School 
class. He persisted through 
prayer and consistent love 
of those boys, and the class 
turned around. He taught it for 
10 years!

The Gillespies started a weekly Happy Hour Bible Club 
and organized events like street hockey. Each week, 
neighbours who came to watch hockey would ask 
about the Bible Club, leading to whole families finding 
Jesus. The Gillespies were asked to start Beulah’s 
Children’s Church program and agreed, saying that 
if there was any way they could help children know 
and love God more deeply, they were glad to do it. For 
many years, they led children to accept Jesus through 
Bible stories and by explaining the “why” of salvation, 
baptism, offering, serving, and communion. 

The Gillespies experienced many miracles of God’s 
provision, including a weekly children’s meeting they 
held at Jasper Mission, where most of the children 

lived in very poor quarters. They felt led to pay 
for children to go to Bible Camp. They expected 
five or six children; imagine their surprise when 
25 kids arrived. They felt God wanted them to 
honour their offer, and since their car couldn’t fit 

them all, they called the bus 
depot. With very little money, 
they set off walking with these 
children, all the while praying 
God would provide. As passing 
people discovered what they 
were doing, they miraculously 
donated all the needed money 
before they reached the depot. 
God met their needs!

Doreen also had a passion for 
prayer. One group of seven 
committed friends who met 
together faithfully for many 
years was affectionately named 
“The Praying Ladies.” When a 
particularly difficult situation 
arose, the phrase often heard 
was “We better get the Praying 
Ladies on this one.” Together 

they witnessed a multitude of answered prayers. 
Praise the Lord for such consistent faith-filled 
women of God!

After Ron’s passing, Doreen moved into Kiwanis 
Lodge, where she recognized a need to organize a 
Bible Study in her suite. When the group outgrew 
the limited space in her suite, she moved it to a 
larger room to help others know Jesus as closely 
as she did.

Ron and Doreen lived their life as true followers of 
Jesus, giving sacrificially and wholeheartedly to 
be His hands and feet to all who intersected with 
their lives!
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Claudia Parker

The Parker family arrived in Edmonton from Montreal in September 1976. Having rented an 
apartment on 124 Street, within walking distance of Beulah, they began attending Sunday 
morning services and the New Horizons Sunday School class. Claudia remembers the 
welcoming arms that greeted them as several families invited them for a meal after Sunday 
morning services. Claudia noted, “I made lots of friends in that group, and many remain close 
friends to this day.” This group became a source of encouragement as the Parker family grew 
to include their three boys. 

After many years of faithful 
attendance at Beulah, Claudia 
was shocked to find herself 
in a position of being alone 
and struggling through the 
heartache of a failed marriage. 
During these trying times, it was 
those New Horizons friends she 
shared life with who really stuck 
by her side. They supported and 
helped her through some dark 
days, continuing to include her 
in their groups and inviting 
her into new and meaningful 
prayer groups.

Claudia also attended Beulah’s 
Divorce Care program, where 
she has come to realize complete healing from her hurts. God has become very real to her, 
and she has grown spiritually and personally through this experience. For the past seven 
years, Claudia has been helping to lead Divorce Care. She shared that God has enabled her 
to help others who are struggling by sharing truths she has come to know and experience in 
God’s love. She often shares with those attending the program that God is a Great Provider! 

Claudia’s boys grew up in the church attending Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and youth 
groups. Two were married at Beulah, and one of them and his wife were baptized at Beulah. 
Some of her grandchildren have been dedicated here, and so began another generation of 
Beulah’s influence. 

In closing, Claudia said, “I praise God for Beulah, and thank Him for the impact He has had 
on the lives of my children, me, and the community. My prayer is Beulah will continue to be 
effective and instrumental in bringing many more people to know, love, and serve the Lord!”

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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moniCa vanderleest
prayer group

My mom, Judy yoder, was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 2012. Her prognosis was grim and 
heartbreaking for the family as she was given 
one year to live, but God had other plans!

She moved in with me, immediately surrounding 
herself with love and hope, and found a church 
home at Beulah. Mom joined a Bible Study and 
was beloved by her friends there. In her final 
years, she stepped out in faith in big ways and 
worshiped openly; she was anointed with oil by 
the Elders and received the laying on of hands 
many times.

Together, we often attended the Monday Prayer 
Ministry, which was so special for us over those 
years, and continues for me in these years since. 
Mom felt grounded, supported, loved, and lifted 
up by the many who prayed for her, and who she 
prayed for in turn. If she knew you, she prayed 
for you!

Though Mom went home to be with Jesus in 
2017, she survived five and a half years with 
thankfulness and joy. The miracle of complete 
healing did not come for her, this side of heaven, 
but there were so many little miracles along the 
way! Prayer matters, and prayer changes things.

I thank God for my Beulah Church family, and for 
the legacy of prayer that my mom has left for me, 
my husband, and our children! 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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sharon eling-Bryan

Sharon Eling-Bryan had a complicated relationship with 
God. Raised in the church, she held to the belief that if you 
followed Jesus, your life would be safe. When her world 
imploded, first with her parents’ divorce and then with a 
devastating incident in her father’s church, both her home 
life and church life were no longer safe, and an anger at 
God formed deep roots.

In her twenties and wanting to spend 
time with her ailing grandmother, 
Sharon reluctantly joined her at her 
home church of Beulah Alliance. 
Every time Sharon sat in a service, 
she would get a chill that would start 
in her toes and travel up to the top of 
her head, her hair would stand on 
end, and she would cry. Tears ran 
freely. She struggled to understand 
why she would do nothing but cry, 
especially when she was so angry at 
God. 

Meanwhile, outside of church, 
Sharon’s life continued in sorrow for 
years as one struggle after another 
broke her heart and increased her 
stubborn anger at God, along with 
her ever-present sense of not being 
safe. Sharon’s grandmother passed, 
her father struggled with and then 
succumbed to dementia, and 
acute liver dysfunction threatened 
Sharon’s own life. Then she lost her 
best friend to suicide in 2019.

Through all of this, God was faithfully orchestrating 
blessings amidst the pain and heartbreak. But anger 
and resentment can make our hearts hard, and Sharon 
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refused to acknowledge Jesus was reaching out to 
her, even as she knew it was Him. But while her world 
outside was reeling, her time inside the church remained 
constant. She continued to experience holy shivers, 
sobbing, heartfelt worship, and the same message of 
Jesus preached by the same pastor. She came to view 
Pastor Keith as the one constant source of peace in 
her life, and then understanding dawned that it was 

actually Jesus speaking 
through him, straight to 
her guarded heart. 

Over the years, a gradual 
trust had formed in 
the consistency of the 
message, the love and 
humour with which it 
was delivered, and the 
ever-present touch of 
those priceless Holy 
Spirit shivers. Sharon 
finally surrendered to her 
Saviour. Now she is excited 
about her faith and growing 
her relationship with God. 
Recently, Sharon asked 
for Pastor Keith to baptize 
her. “God used Pastor 
Keith to keep drawing me 
back, and who Jesus spoke 
through to me.”

“I’ve always been a 
believer, but I’ve never 

been a follower,” Sharon confessed at her baptism, 
“until now.” Finally finding her Saviour and a home in 
Beulah, Sharon is overwhelmed with gratitude. “I feel 
safe. I feel peace.”
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herB & henrietta Jamieson

Henrietta Parres was best friends with Herb Jamieson’s 
sister during her teen years in Saskatchewan, which 
is how Herb and Henrietta first met. Herb moved to 
Edmonton to work, and 
Henrietta followed a short 
time later. They were 
married in 1936 with Rev. 
Gordon Skitch officiating. 
On their 50th anniversary, 
they renewed their vows 
with Rev. Albert Runge 
officiating at Beulah on 
124 Street. 

Herb accepted Jesus at the 
age of 23 when a group of 
young people took him to 
Hope Mission, where they 
were conducting a service. 
Herb found “hope” at the 
Hope Mission, and he 
repaid that gift with his hard work and inspiration from 
that day forward. He later became involved with the 
Board of Hope Mission and continued as an honorary 
lifetime member.

One of the first ministries Herb and Henrietta worked 
together on was at the radio station at Beulah on 98th 
Street, which later became CFRN.

The Jamiesons served in many ministries at Beulah. 
Herb served on the Board of Elders and taught 
Sunday School, adult Bible classes, and a Men’s Bible 
study group. Henrietta was in charge of the flower 
arrangements at both the 124 and 178 Street locations 
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for many years. She was also involved with the Seniors’ 
choir and Herb’s adult Bible class. She was always 

alongside Herb, supporting 
him in whatever way she 
could. They spent many 
Sunday evenings having 
hymn sings and social events 
at their home. 

Herb was a pillar of the 
community and involved 
in many things. He was a 
Social Credit MLA and a 
businessman who owned 
a hardware store in west 
Edmonton; he served four 
terms as an elected trustee 
on the Edmonton Public 
School Board and spent more 
than 50 years helping the 
homeless men who visited 

the shelter that bears his name: the Herb Jamieson 
Centre, a single men’s hostel and a safe haven for the 
homeless in the city’s inner core. He was known to many 
as “Mr. Hope Mission” and also “Mr. Candy Man,” as he 
always had a pocket of candy to hand to children and 
anyone else.

Herb and Henrietta strived to live as a family of integrity, 
great faith, clear conviction, and open compassion, 
showing a real heart for disadvantaged people. Their 
greatest legacy would be the time dedicated to their 
family and faith. Herb was known to reflect on a lifetime 
of giving to others by simply saying, “All of us need to 
be needed.”
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Jessyka stevens
Celebrate reCovery

Since 2018, Jessyka Stevens has been diagnosed with 
anxiety disorder, chronic depression, and restrictive anorexia 
disorder, although this last struggle has existed for most of 
her life. While Jessyka was attending a class at Beulah called 
the “Hope Series,” Pastor Bonnie asked her to consider 
joining a Celebrate Recovery step study in order to dive 
deeper into the struggles that were keeping her hostage.

Beulah’s Celebrate Recovery (CR) program combines a 
weekly open share night with a year-long, 12-step, scripture-
based program that is designed specifically for people who 
are unable to move forward in their lives due to hurts, habits, 
and hang-ups of any kind. It provides a safe place to share 
your brokenness without judgment, whether that trauma 
is based on child sexual abuse, addictions of all types, 
mental illness, food disorders, or a host of other challenges. 
Created through Saddleback Church in 1991 and embraced 
internationally, CR has now helped over five million souls 
find freedom in Christ.

It was in taking the first step study with CR that Jessyka 
became determined to get better, and she began to dig deep. 
“you’d be surprised what you learn about yourself,” she 
shared when talking about the steps. The first breakthrough 
came in that first year when she accidentally dropped 
something and it shattered. Her heart shattered along with 
it and she slumped to the floor, sobbing out her deep-seated 
pain. Jesus brought comfort in the form of her young son, 
whose name is Elijah, which means yahweh or My Lord. In a 
beautiful epiphany of truth, Jessyka understood that Jesus 
was always with her. Always. “It was in that moment that I 
realized I am literally not alone. I could have so many people 
around me, but with anxiety and depression, it still feels like 
I’m alone. At the end of the day, it is just me and God left 
in a room together, working through my emotions and my 
struggles. It was that moment that I realized I can do this 
and I’m not alone.”

Jessyka went on to lead the next step study at CR, continuing 
her healing. “Beulah and CR have become family to us. With 
CR, I was asking questions and walking with Christ in a more 
real way. It became real to me that He is there and He has 
not abandoned me; it doesn’t matter what I do. So now it’s 
not surface level anymore, it’s real.”

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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Jo fillion
alpha

Jo Fillion’s story is one of longing to experience what he 
observed about a neighbourhood family when he was young. 
He knew there was something different about his friend’s 
family compared to his own. His friend’s family demonstrated 
kindness and gentleness to one another; they prayed at meals 
together and had much joy and merriment in their home. He 
saw joy and merriment in his home as well, but it was mostly 
associated with alcohol.

In his adult life, Jo become a father of two, resulting from 
a failed marriage that left him still longing for the kind of 
family his childhood friend had. Jo later met Kimberly, who 
also came from a failed marriage with two boys of her own to 
raise. Both desiring to fill the void in their lives, they decided 
to take the Alpha course at Beulah.

Jo often questioned his worthiness for Jesus’ love and 
forgiveness, but at an Alpha weekend session, he encountered 
Jesus’ love and grace. He knew that Jesus loved him despite 
his failures and mistakes, and he committed his life to Him. 
Kimberly also gave her life to Jesus that same year, and 
together they began to discover what it’s like to live their 
lives according to God’s standards. They both made a public 
declaration of their faith through baptism. They learned to 
pray as a couple, as a family, and their kids began their own 
journey toward Jesus in KidZone and youth group. Jo and 
Kimberly got engaged, bought their first home, and were 
excited for their future. Jo had finally found the life he had 
been longing for since childhood.

Sadly though, on a Sunday after attending a worship service 
at Beulah, Jo collapsed at home from a brain aneurysm and 
never recovered. Through her grief, Kimberly continued 
to parent both of Jo’s children and her two boys. Kimberly 
realized the faith she had discovered would be her strength 
in the years following Jo’s passing. The Alpha community, 
Kimberly’s MSC, and the youth ministry were instrumental in 
walking through their grief together. Kimberly says, “Without 
Jesus and our community, I don’t know what would have 
happened.” After a time of grieving, Kimberly joined the Alpha 
Team and became a leader.

Jo finally got it; he got his wish! To see his kids give their lives 
to Jesus, and to have a family whose centre is Jesus! Jesus 
welcomed him into his forever home, forever experiencing 
that which he had sought after for so long . 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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Cliff & gerry nelson

Gerry Nelson
When I was 12 years old, I clearly remember going to Beulah to attend revival meetings. The tabernacle 
was packed, and the music was lively. Miss Pugh walked back and forth across the platform leading us in 
songs like ‘When the Roll is Called up yonder, I’ll be There’. The presence of God is so very real!  In 1964, 
I along with my mother and sister Joyce moved to Edmonton and began attending Beulah.  There were 
altar calls at almost every service at Beulah and at times for a call to missions. At one of those services 
I dedicated my life to God with missions in mind. 

My mother boarded students and Jim Clemenger and Cliff Nelson were some of her first boarders.  In 
1952, Jim Clemenger and I were married in Beulah Tabernacle, and Cliff was one of our ushers.  We moved 
to Toronto and I lived there 42 years.  God blessed us with three children.  Jim served on the boards of 
the Alliance National office and at two of our home 
churches. I taught Sunday School and Pioneer 
Girls, and we took several mission trips to India. 
Sadly, Jim died in 1984.

In 1995 communist countries were open to 
missions.  Because of uncertain and dangerous 
situations in some countries, the Alliance opened 
an elementary dorm at the Black Forest Academy 
in Germany. I went to Germany to be ‘grandma’ 
to these children in the dormitories. I began my 
missionary career at the age of 65. My contract 
was for 2 years and I stayed 5!

Cliff Nelson
When I was 12 years old, I felt God calling me to be a medical missionary in Africa.  I told my Mom, but 
she said not to mention it to Dad because he would say we couldn’t afford medical school.  However, over 
time, Mom did such a good job convincing Dad, you would have thought it was his idea!  I began attending 
Beulah during my university and medical school days 1947-1954. I met Beth Minogue and in 1956 we 
were married at Beulah.

Since the Christian and Missionary Alliance weren’t involved in medical missions, we went to Africa with 
another group for 3 ½ years and then joined the Africa Inland Mission.  The local indigenous church said 
we were a team - they would evangelize, and I would focus on medical work.  The two definitely overlapped 
and many came to  Christ.

When in uganda, I was one of only four doctors to 400,000 people. I recall a statement that impacted my 
mission in Africa, ‘you can use your 2 ears, 2 eyes, 2 hands and feet to help others but it is only a fraction of 
what you can do if you train the locals to meet the needs.’ I spent many hours encouraging local assistants 
to go into medicine, and that they needed to work the expatriates out of a job. When you showed them 

O u R  P E O P L E — O u R  S T O R I E S
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confidence, often they rose to the occasion. It was very rewarding to go back in 2008 and see many 
had gone on to become doctors and nurses. 

The 15 years I spent ministering in Africa remain so rewarding. When I first went to Africa, I could 
stand on a high hill looking out and throw a stone several hundred miles in any direction and would 
not encounter one church. The change God has brought to Africa in the last century is truly amazing 
as the church is now live and vibrant!

Beth and I returned to Edmonton in 1971 along with our four children and again were very much 
a part of Beulah. Back at Beulah on 124 Street, I loved teaching the newly married Sunday School 
class and the group’s trust grew as I taught a wide range of topics. Many have commented on “the 
depth of that class and Cliff’s leading as their best classroom experiences”.

I fondly recall my time on Beulah’s Elders Board.  I remember how the Holy Spirit brought unity to the 
members, guiding and leading us. I recall feeling God’s spirit very present during those meetings. 
Despite some differences of opinion, God always brought us together in unity.

Cliff and Gerry Nelson
Sadly in 1998 Beth passed away.  As a widower, I reconnected with my long-time family friend Gerry 
Clemenger, and in time we were married.  We began a life of service together and went to Azerbaijan 
for 18 months where I oversaw a medical clinic.  

Home again at Beulah, we picked up right where we’d left off. Gerry taught a girl’s Sunday School 
class and at age 83 I taught the grade 5 boys class for three years.  They thought of me as grandpa 
and felt safe to ask all kinds of questions. It helped that as a doctor I had gone to Africa and could 
regale the boys with stories of the snakes I had encountered in Africa; it made me cool in their eyes!

Together Gerry and I have been Alpha table leaders, as well as hosting a neighbourhood Alpha group 
in our home.  We attend a senior small group, a Monday night prayer group, and have loved bringing 
friends to the Beulah Senior Luncheons. 

We recently celebrated our 21st wedding anniversary and have seen God’s blessings throughout 
our lives, separately and together. God is so good and faithful, worthy of all our devotion and praise!

Our final words of wisdom: Practice encouragement and pray together as a couple!
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Epilogue

laurent Charron
Chair, elders board 

What amazing stories of life change and commitment! God’s hand has clearly been upon 
Beulah Alliance Church for over 100 years. Thousands have experienced His richest 
blessings as a result of the church’s intentional efforts to reach, teach, and equip the 
generations of the day. It’s amazing to think that the stories in this book are but a fraction 
of the stories God has written, and is still writing, through His people. 

All of the stories in this book contain a common thread. Did you spot it? Jesus is at the 
center of every story! When people pray, Jesus is introduced, and lives are changed forever. 
That was true a century ago, and it’s still true today, because Jesus is the same yesterday 
and today and forever (Heb. 13:8). That is the heartbeat of our church; it’s what drives 
us forward and compels us to do everything we can to bring friends and family into the 
fullness of God’s grace.

So, where do we go from here? Do we put the book down and let these stories fade away? 
Certainly not! Instead, let’s leverage our rich heritage and continue to partner with God 
in writing the stories of the next century. As we continue to read scripture and spend time 
with Him in conversation, we will be drawn closer to Him, letting Him guide and instruct 
us. When we use our gifts, talents, and resources to further God’s kingdom, may we 
become more aware of those around us and strive to introduce them to Jesus. Let’s always 
remember to humbly thank and praise Jesus for His faithfulness to us. And let us boldly 
move forward as we look ahead to the next 100 years of Beulah Alliance Church’s story!

Ephesians 3:20-21: “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”

E P I L O G u E
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viCki BoWker
christian education

Vicki knew at an early age that God was calling her to teach children. When she was still in elementary 
school, she called neighbourhood children to her backyard “classroom” to teach them.  Then, in high 
school, her passion grew and she began to do creative lesson planning in Sunday School, alongside 
her father.  Shortly after high school Vicki heard God’s voice saying “Give me just one year at Canadian 
Bible College”.  That turned into 4 years!  Vicki was one of the first two women to graduate and be 
hired as staff members in a mainly male dominated arena. Her first job was as CE Director at Westside 
Alliance in Regina. 

Vicki moved to Edmonton with her husband, Holden, to open Inside Story Christian Books and Music 
in 1976. Her brother in law, Merl Bowker, was on staff at Beulah, so the newlyweds decided to attend 
there.  Before long Vicki volunteered to teach in Grade 4-6 with two others. This new team longed to 
see kids excited to come to church so they made some creative changes. Each Sunday the kids would 
find different set ups to help engage them in their journey of faith.  Instead of sitting and listening to 
the teacher; they were now active participants in the classroom. 

When Pastor Harvey Town was hired as senior pastor he hired Vicki to join his staff as Director of 
Christian Education (CE) Ministries.   Here are just a few of the ideas that Vicki pioneered at Beulah:
a).Summer Day Camps: This ministry focused on elementary age children two days a week throughout 
the summer.  The morning would be Bible exploration, crafts, music and games and the afternoon 
would be field trips around the city.  At the end of summer the church was invited to hear a musical/
drama the children had prepared.

b) International Center of Learning by Gospel Light:  Vicki saw the importance of training her volunteers 
and watching their passions grow as they worked with groups from nursery age children to adults.  The 
International Center for Learning workshops were held at Beulah to teach skills, ideas and insight 
into new ways of presenting God’s word to each student.

c) Wee College: this emerging program was Vicki’s greatest joy as she witnessed the passion of 
Beulah’s own, Velma Rust, soar with her ideas to reach and teach children ages 4 to 6.  Velma was 
encouraged to grow a ministry and a group of likeminded individuals who would teach children how 
to memorize scripture through colour coding of the Bible, handouts and music. 

But it was always more than creative and successful programs that filled Vicki’s soul.  It was watching 
children’s eyes light up when some truth from God’s Word began to make sense and they could see 
how Jesus could make a difference in their lives and then later seeing some of them step into ministry 
with children themselves!

It was helping inexperienced adults begin to understand the spiritual gift God had given them, then 
encouraging and loving them to obediently step into ministry and watching them grow deeply in their 
own faith and love for God, and their joy in teaching children. There was one woman who was incredibly 
shy and introverted, feeling there was nothing she could ever do in a teaching role.  Vicki sensed her 
longing to be involved and, by carefully rearranging class sizes and rooms, she encouraged this woman 
to step into the brand new 4 and 5 year old Sunday School department.  This woman flourished and 
went on to become the Department Leader for years.  

expanded From page 44 
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Then there were nuggets that Vicki gleaned from the other staff members.  Like Bud Alton’s insights 
on the unleashing of each person’s own spiritual giftedness.  That grew a passion in Vicki to use laity 
wherever she would be.  And Harvey Town’s balanced approach to life; encouraging Vicki to grow as 
a wife and mother not just a ministry leader.  That was significant as the Bowker family welcomed 
two baby girls while on staff.  

There are many more stories and memories, but through it all her prayer is that the lives touched, 
the choices made to follow Jesus, the love for God’s Word developed will be known as a legacy of love.  
For God, our loving Father, is the One who directed it all.   

In 1 Timothy 4:12 we read: “Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example 
to all believers in what you teach, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”

Though Vicki came to us with only a little experience, she had a very clear call from God to teach, and 
the staff and community of Beulah Alliance helped her step fully into that calling.  

>>BaCk
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velma rust
wee coLLeGe

Wee College is a Bible based program for children ages 4, 5 and 6.  Have you ever wondered how 
this special program began at Beulah Alliance Church?  Back in the late 70’s a mom from Beulah 
was helping out at another church in a bible learning program for young children.  She knew the 
importance of teaching a child at an early age about God’s love for them and to implant God’s word 
into their hearts.  Her name was Velma Rust. 

When asked why she had been so committed to seeing Wee College flourish at Beulah Velma replied 
“Jesus asked me to make sure these precious little ones would be taught the word of God, be rooted 
and grow up knowing Jesus loves them and is with them always.”

She met with the Christian Education Pastor, Vicki Bowker, to present the idea of a similar Bible 
memory program for the kids at Beulah.  Velma was given the green light to begin and spearhead 
it as a lay volunteer.  Even though a lot of work lay ahead of her, she knew that Jesus loved the little 
children and that this ministry would add to the overall education of these young minds. There was 
a lot to do before they could begin.  Bibles were purchased and colour coded - Red for the books of 
Moses, White for the books of History (Old Testament), Orange for the books of Poetry, Blue for the 
Major Prophets, Pink for the Minor Prophets, Green for the Four Gospels, Purple for the books of 
History (New Testament), yellow for Paul’s letters, Brown for the General Letters and Gold for the 
book of Prophecy. There was fridge Bibles to be made for the weekly Bible verses, binders with all 
the handouts. Added through the 3 years were The Lord’s Prayer, The 23rd Psalm, The Beatitudes, 
The Armour of God, Psalm 150, and the Wordless Book. 

Velma and her team of Beulah volunteers gave tirelessly, with much joy, seeing the children absorb 
God’s Word. At the graduation ceremony, glory was always given to God. Velma honoured the volunteers 
who helped her through each year.  She never sought her own applause but humbly served for 25 
years, seeing many children and the children of children come through this ministry.  By the end of 
the 3rd year, the children would have learned over 65 verses.  

One mom, who also taught Wee College, says “To this day, if I am looking up a book of the Bible, I sing 
the song ‘These are the books of the Bible’ that I learned because of my involvement in Wee College. 
It always directs me to the right place.”

A former graduate still remembers a verse that has made a lasting impression on him, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness.”  2 Timothy 3:16. Memorizing this verse in Wee College years ago, he is now serving 
as a minister, mentor and seeker of truth for his denomination.

Velma has shared that years later the graduates return to tell her that they still remember their 
verses and songs and the books of the Bible.  Many parents celebrate Velma Rust because through 
her tireless effort to bring Wee College to Beulah, they also have memorized the same Bible verses 
as their children.  

One person with a dream has impacted many with God’s Word hidden deep in their hearts!

>>BaCk
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anne kiBBleWhite 
KidZone

Two things Anne Kibblewhite grew up knowing:  Jesus loves me and someone at church loves me.  
Even before she was born there were a group of Beulah people who surrounded her mother in prayer 
for the safe delivery of her baby.  Anne was born and raised in Edmonton along with her 3 brothers 
Ben, David and Tim.  Her family was committed to and involved in many ministries at the church.  
Many hours were spent at the church and she saw firsthand what it means to serve alongside her 
mom, dad and others.  Not only did Anne grow up in Beulah, which is also where she gave her heart 
to Jesus and learned to hear His voice and follow His lead!

As Anne grew into her elementary years, these servant hearted volunteers would ask her to join them 
as they prepared their classrooms for Sunday or Wednesday night activities. Anne was thrilled the 
day she was asked to be a junior worker in children’s ministry.  Tim had been born with spina bifida 
and needed help as he attended Wee College; Anne was the perfect candidate to be Tim’s assistant.  
She speaks lovingly about these individuals who would take time to stop and say hello or just to let 
her know they were praying for her family. The Beulah church family was a very stable foundation as 
she continued serving through her teen years; always confident that someone would be there for her, 
to spend time with her mentoring, praying and guiding her.

Anne believed Jesus was calling her to be a teacher. After high school she applied to and was accepted 
at the university of Alberta. She had always had an easy time at school with her studies but university 
was a wakeup call. She discovered very early she had no study skills!  She finished her first year but 
failed some courses which caused her to question what she was doing.  Jesus took her back to the 
basics, reminding her that He loved her and so did the family of Beulah.  Anne applied at Vanguard 
Bible College for a one year term, which turned into 5 years and a Bachelor of Theology with a major 
in Music and a minor in Children’s Ministry.

Anne had been employed part time in Beulah’s kid’s ministry through her later years at Bible College 
so when she graduated she was asked to join as a full time staff member in elementary ministries. 
Her desire to teach was teamed up with her love for Jesus and to share His gospel with the children. 

Anne has now come full circle as she now mentors, listens, prays and encourages her team of 
volunteers as they work together to help children know, love and serve Jesus Christ.  When her 
volunteers have a hard day she asks them “Has a child heard that Jesus loves them and someone 
at Beulah loves them?”  The answer is always “yes” and Anne lets them know “well then we have 
success!” 

From the beginning the community of believers believed in Anne and now she gets to do the same 
with those who work with her. 

One of Anne’s life verses is:  “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
human heart, yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.”  Ecclesiastes 3:11 NIV

>>BaCk
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denise lang
youth

One of the things I value so much about Beulah Alliance Church is our commitment to prayer and the 
certitude that God raises prayer warriors from all ages. As someone who served on staff as one of 
the youth pastors, I was able to experience first-hand the life change that takes place when teenagers 
learn to pray. 

During my time on staff, I recall one summer in early 2000 when I had two teenagers (a boy and a girl) 
in grade 11 come to me asking if we could start a youth prayer group. As any youth pastor can attest 
to, this was a dream come true and something we had been praying for. They told me that God has 
laid a burden on their hearts to pray for their peers and would I meet with them to pray weekly? This 
is what we did all summer long. At first just the three of us, me and these teens fervently prayed for 
God’s Spirit to fall on our youth group. They asked that God would send a fresh wind of His spirit and 
a heart for prayer into our youth group. God did not disappoint!  All summer long once a week these 
two youth prayed prayers of repentance, gratitude, healing, spiritual warfare and supplication on 
behalf of themselves and their peers. By the time September rolled around we started to see a youth 
prayer group form with 8 teenagers showing up to pray and then consistently after year one 15-20 
teenagers came for up to two hours every week. These students along with their peers were hearing 
God’s voice clearly and precisely about many of the things they prayed for. 

Many students were texting in prayer requests on a weekly basis and often you would see our youth 
laying hands and praying for one another in a youth prayer service. The youth prayer group became 
a catalyst for a re-awakening of the power of prayer in our church! It was not an uncommon sight to 
see kids going for prayer walks on the Saturday nights around our church building before the service, 
praying and walking around their schools and having 3 - 4 hour worship and prayer nights in their 
homes. For teenagers prayer now became the first line of defense when in need; calling friends was 
good but talking to God, even better!
 
Two verses come to mind when I think back to that time. 2 Chronicles 7;14 says this, “If my people 
who are called by my name humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”  And Jeremiah 33: 
1-3 “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” 
God was on the move and it all started with some teenagers who believed that God wanted to speak 
to them and that He could do great and marvelous things in their midst. 
 
In this short excerpt, it is truly impossible to relay all the amazing things that God did in the lives of 
teenagers because of these prayer warriors, but suffice it to say because two teens took God at his 
word, the youth group became a house of prayer where lives were changed and teenagers believed 
God for big things. Many students who graduated out of that ministry went on to train for ministry 
in a variety of roles. One has planted a church, another is in full time missions, another is a worship 
pastor, a number of them are now pastors in churches and some are serving as head of successful 
para church organizations, and I can happily report that many others are  thriving in their faith, this 
many years later. I look back on that time with joy and gratitude; gratitude because God keeps his 
promises when it comes to prayer and joy because there is nothing greater than to see the joy in a 
teenager when they personally have heard from God. That is something that makes faith stick and 
will be used by the Spirit of God in years to come!

>>BaCk
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randy WeBer 
worship

Shortly after pastor Keith Taylor became lead pastor at Beulah, Randy Weber was invited to join and 
lead the Worship and Arts ministry. In 1992, Randy and Gwen arrived in Edmonton with a huge vision 
for how God could work through music and the arts, to lead people towards knowing Jesus.

Keith shared, “Randy deeply believed in the giftedness of every Christ-follower. He unleashed the 
talents and leadership in hundreds of people through weekend ministry. He wrote fresh new worship 
songs, led an amazing choir, and prepared creative and impactful worship services. During his tenure, 
worship services multiplied, transitioning from traditional hymns towards newer forms of music and 
instrumentation that would reach the next generation. Randy and the Beulah Worship and Arts team 
mobilized hundreds of volunteers every year to present a Christmas program that would reach out to 
the lost and hurting. Visual and dramatic arts also became a significant part of the ministry under his 
leadership. Randy could see the potential in people and coach their effective engagement in service.”

Worship leader Dave Hiebert shared, “years ago, when I was just finding my way back to God, I would 
attend Sunday services and try to wrap my head around the Gospel. Being a musician most of my life, 
it was the music, at first, that kept me coming back.”  God has a way of making things happen and 
Dave says, “Randy and I met, ‘coincidentally’.  We started talking about music, and before I knew it, we 
had booked a meeting for coffee.”  Dave had recently started a video production and graphic artistry 
company and Randy invited him to get involved ‘behind the scenes’ at Beulah by creating background 
slides for weekend services.  Dave accepted and from then on, they met for once-a-week coffee 
meetings and through this, Randy became Dave’s mentor as well as his friend. “Randy’s spiritual 
direction encouraged me to get baptized, start leading worship, and invest my video production talents 
in the church. Randy’s kindness and gentle guidance was a huge factor in my spiritual walk.”

Former Worship minister Dan Wiens added, “As my mentor, Randy instilled a heart for worship in 
all the activities of the worship department.”  This led Dan to embrace the idea that worship is about 
letting his love for God overflow in acts of praise through more than just music and singing.  That 
led to demonstrable acts of love in serving others in a tangible and holistic way. “Randy went out of 
his way to encourage me, believing in my call to worship ministry. His mentorship was instrumental 
in the foundation of my philosophy and theology of worship.  He taught me the importance of team 
building and raising up leaders and he helped me to understand the importance of the arts in pointing 
people to God. He also taught me so much about how to be an encouraging voice in people’s lives.”

Following an early cancer diagnosis, Randy continued to serve in Beulah for another 18 months. For 
as long as his body would allow, he deeply desired to serve and honour Jesus until his last breath. 
Sadly, Randy passed away in 2001.  In a sense, the congregation journeyed with him, knowing that he 
was choosing to lean into Jesus through that profound struggle with this disease. While in isolation 
during cancer treatments, he continued to write impactful worship songs and then introduce them 
to the congregation on the weekends. Randy modeled wholehearted worship.  

Randy’s heart for people and his example of leaning on Jesus and trusting in all circumstances left 
his indelible print on many at Beulah, to this day. Randy would simply point to the goodness of God!

>>BaCk
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Choir & drama 
worship

Throughout its history, Beulah has used many art forms to deliver God’s message!  Beulah’s Christmas 
outreach musicals included choir, orchestra, and drama.  For many years there was an elaborate 
themed meal or dessert component that engaged many volunteers and countless hours which 
created a welcoming atmosphere for our guests.  The goal of the presentations was to find creative 
and accessible ways to present the Good News of Jesus to our city.  Often hundreds of volunteers were 
working together to tell stories of love, hope, forgiveness, and salvation through Jesus!  Stories were 
often told of congregation members inviting everyone on their block, their whole office, or countless 
friends and family members.  And although we do not know the full impact that God had in the lives 
of individuals, we are encouraged by stories of people who moved from skeptic to seeker, bystander 
to believer, and casual to committed!
 
The choir, drama, design and construction teams prepared for months.  God knit our “in-house” 
writers, builders, designers, actors, musicians, and singers together as a community on mission for 
Him.  The power of drama and music opened hearts and readied minds to hear from God in a way 
that nothing else can.  One drama leader commented, “Drama engages people in a profound way!  It 
can evoke a personal emotional response that connects what you see and hear, to what you feel.  The 
spiritual truths portrayed through drama have often led to remarkable stories of life change.”  Over 
the years, the drama ministry has been part of many services. 
  
The choir was a great example of believers working together to bring honour and glory to the name of 
Jesus and minister to the congregation.  This ministry not only contributed to the special presentations 
but during Sunday services as well.  Even if someone wasn’t handed a microphone to sing a solo, they 
could still be part of a team that sings and lifts praises to God.  It’s true that by joining many voices 
together a sound rings out that is most certainly more than the sum of its parts.  As a past choir director 
Mark Jonah says, “My best memories of serving at Beulah are the people in the choir ministry.”
 
Committed choir member Marlene McDonald echoes Mark’s thoughts and remembers that choir 
provided her with a sense of belonging to a strong faith-based community.  “Choir became a place 
where lasting relationships were formed, and we felt like family.  you always felt loved when you heard 
someone say, “We missed you at choir”.  The uniqueness of choir singing truth over the congregation 
caused my heart to soar as we corporately sang praises to God that inspired, uplifted, and encouraged 
heavy hearts.”

The Beulah Creative department continues to use new and innovative means to inspire, engage, and 
elevate Beulah’s Praise and Worship experiences!

>>BaCk
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Colin oWen 
worship

When I first arrived at Beulah to serve as worship pastor in 2015, it was overwhelming to learn new 
systems and understand a ministry that had such a long history and incredible influence in Edmonton. 
I’m so thankful that above all the work that needed to be done and tasks that needed to be completed, 
I was also challenged to think about the culture of worship at Beulah. I was invited to give direction to 
how we would continue on a path of growth within our creative ministry, and for the church as a whole.

In Beulah Creative, we have always understood that beyond anything musical, artistic or technical, 
our call from God is to model genuine and authentic worship. Our prayer is constantly for our church 
to be moved towards gratitude for who God is, the life that God has given to us and for his constant 
faithfulness to us. Our hope is that, as a church, we would faithfully engage in worship, not because 
a song or service element lines up perfectly with personal preference, but because our God is worthy 
of our praise.

A couple years into my time at Beulah, we made the decision to implement dedicated Nights of Worship 
in order to provide additional time and space for people to embrace what the Holy Spirit was doing. 
Not knowing how many would be willing to come back on a Sunday evening for a time of extended 
worship, we pressed on in faith, knowing that these nights would be important in the development 
of the culture of worship at Beulah. As each of these nights came, we began to see more and more 
people attend and together, we experienced the work of the Spirit in powerful, fresh ways.

In November of 2019, as we finished the weekend services and began preparing for the Worship Night 
that would happen later that evening, a committed, long-time member of our prayer ministry, Lilly 
Brie, came to tell me that the prayer ministry had been praying for the event. As they prayed, the word 
“healing” kept coming up. That word resonated in my heart and soul as we continued our preparations.

We began the night full of anticipation of what God would do. The atmosphere in the room was 
incredible as it seemed like people were ready to lay everything aside in order to give God everything 
in worship, even before we began the first song.
As the night progressed, all of us on stage could feel the Spirit moving like a surge of electricity running 
through each person. God was present and at work. It soon became clear through the songs we were 
singing, in some of the sharing and scripture passages read throughout the night, that the theme of 
healing was prominent in every part of the service. We were about to start into one of the last songs 
we had prepared for the night, when one of our other worship leaders, Stephanie, gave me a look. It’s 
a look that anyone that has ever been involved in leading a service would recognize. It’s the look that 
says, without using any words, “let’s follow the Spirit and go off-script.” As we stood on the stage in 
front of hundreds of people, she walked over to me and said, “I think we should pray for people.” In 
that moment, there was instant agreement in my own spirit that this was what we needed to do. In a 
split second, all the logistical details of how we would actually do that came to us. We asked for any 
members of our pastoral staff or prayer team in the room to come forward, and we would open up 
time and space for people to pray for whatever healing they needed from the Lord in their lives. After 
that initial ‘ask’ for people to come up to pray, I sensed some hesitation in my mind of whether that 
was the right thing to do. What would we do if no one came forward for prayer?
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Amazingly, hundreds started filling the front of the stage to receive prayer. The team leading on the 
stage and the tech team leading behind the scenes were all tired from a very long weekend of services 
by that point. But the sight of hundreds coming to pray for healing in their lives brought us to tears, 
completely in awe of what God was doing.
We were more than happy to extend the night so that many could receive prayer. Afterwards, while our 
team was still a bit in shock over what we had just experienced, we knew without a shadow of a doubt 
that this would be an important milestone; not only for those that attended that night and received 
prayer, but also for our team and for our entire church.

We were able to see the culture of worship at Beulah continue on this journey, of healing from the hurt 
and brokenness we experience, to the abundant faithfulness and healing that we profess and proclaim 
when we gather together in corporate worship. What a gift this has been to witness!

>>BaCk
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reverend gord shutz 
drama

It was 1996. I was a very lost individual living with little meaning or purpose, so I began exploring 
spirituality. I would pop into the local library and pull out books on religion to see if I could get some 
understanding. I remember a good friend of the family inviting my family to come to a church called 
Beulah Alliance (strange name I thought), to see a drama at Easter. I went thinking it would be a cute 
church play but what I witnessed blew me away. I not only appreciated the story, but I was surprised 
young people would be involved in a production like this, as though they really believed it was true. 
It set me on a path. 

I spent some time in Vancouver where I gave my life to Christ and then came back to take my degree 
in physiotherapy. I returned to Beulah where I learned how to serve and to live in community. I joined 
a Small Group and became a youth leader. Those were huge years in my growth and discipleship. I 
learned how to read the Bible, to pray, and to live in vital relationship with others. I was changing. 

The youth pastor at the time invited me to try out for a part for their Christmas production. I thought, 
“why not”? When I got the role, I was drawn into a whole other community where I saw how people 
lived to follow Christ. I was being mentored without realizing it. In 1999 Pastor Keith Taylor was away 
at seminary and they needed to find someone to give some closing words at the Christmas program. 
Strangely, I felt like I needed to do it. I asked if I could and was graciously given this very special and 
privileged opportunity. I shared my story. I had almost my entire physiotherapy class hear the gospel. 
It was special because I could share not only my relationship with Christ but also how the Lord was 
with me in a year of significant suffering. In 1998, both my parents passed away from cancer within 
a couple months of each other. The church was there – praying and supporting me and my sister. I 
remember leaving the hospital and my sister asked, “How is it we aren’t falling apart?” I said, “you 
have no idea how many people are praying for us.” The church was there.

I look back at my time at Beulah with fondness. It was so formative and transformational in my walk 
with Christ. Even when I moved away, Beulah was still influencing me - I came back to join some young 
adults for a camping trip in 2003 and met my wife! 

One last important detail - I recall one of my high school friends I played football with came up to me 
after the last Christmas production where I shared my story and told me, “you should do that.” “What, 
you mean act?” “No” he said, “what you shared about God, in your words at the end.” That little seed 
stayed with me. Over time it germinated into a call into full time ministry. Today, I am a pastor of a 
church in Langley and preach the gospel weekly. 

Thank you, Jesus - through Beulah, the people, and the ministries you changed my life!

>>BaCk
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george and muriel moffat
beuLah’s first commissioned missionaries

George and Muriel (Owen) Moffat first met at Missionary Training Institute in Nyack, New york.  During 
their first year, they hardly knew each other.  Both, however, were recruited by Rev. Woodward to join 
his Saddlebag Preacher’s Troop during the summer of 1923.  They grew to know and care for each 
other that summer and both returned to Nyack to complete their training the following school year.  
upon graduation, they became engaged in September of 1924 and shortly after headed to Ecuador for 
two years of language training.   upon completion, they subsequently married in February 1926, and 
then embarked on another two years of language training in the Jivaro language, a people group in the 
deep Amazon jungles.  The Jivaros were head-hunters and most of the men within these villages had 
killed another man or more at some time or other.  The Jivaro language was particularly challenging 
as it was purely an oral language, having no written component at the time of Moffat’s arrival.

The Moffats faced numerous challenges while ministering to the Jivaros.  They were essentially cut off 
from civilization.  There was no radio, telegraph, mail service or newspaper.  They were 10 days away 
from the nearest outpost.  There were no roads or railroads.  The first jungle airstrip was constructed 
23 years after their first days in Ecuador.  Their first daughter was delivered in the jungle by George 
amid complications and by the grace of God both mother and child survived.

One of the first outreaches they established was creating a boarding school for orphaned children.  
In the Jivaro culture, when a father was killed, which was quite often, the man’s wife would be taken 
in by the dead man’s brother.  His children, however, were abandoned and basically left to fend for 
themselves or die.  The mission took in the boys first and taught them to read and write.  They were 
taught the Bible and given dignity that was lacking in their culture of origin.  In time, young girls were 
given the opportunity to learn as well.  This was counter-cultural for the Jivaros as the jungle was a 
man’s world.  Women held no status except to serve the men.  In time, the girls too came to embrace 
learning and thrived in this new environment.

The Moffats spent nearly 50 years in Ecuador, 37 of these were in the jungle mission stations.  In their 
retirement years, they returned to Ecuador and continued to plant churches in more urban settings.  
They ministered to and with other missionaries.  George passed away suddenly in 1972 in Ecuador.  
Muriel expressed her desire to finish off her term there, however, the mission board saw otherwise 
and she returned to North America shortly afterwards.  Muriel commented how much she hated 
leaving Ecuador.  She had spent much more of her life there than she had in North America.  In the 
early days, Ecuador seemed like the uttermost parts of the world.  Now, it was just “home.”

The Moffatts were the first foreign missionaries commissioned and sent out by Beulah during the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance era. Muriel and George truly had a pioneering spirit which carried 
on its wings the message of Jesus to the uttermost parts of the earth!

>>BaCk
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JaniCe edWards 
short-term missions

“Well, I’ve done it! One gigantic leap of faith and a dream of a lifetime will soon be realized!” That was 
the opening line on a note I sent to family and friends as I began the journey to prepare for a short-
term medical mission trip to Niger, West Africa in January of 2006.

That one eye opening trip, a time of laughter, tears, fatigue and incredible joy led to 3 short term trips 
to Niger. I look back now 15 years later, and I still smile as I remember. I remember conversations 
with missionaries and friends, Brenda and Tim Tjosvold who when home on furlough from Niger, 
encouraged “my little” and that God could and would multiply it in my life and in the lives of those I 
would meet if I would just take a step of faith and trust Him. I remember Pastor Eric cheering us on 
and encouraging us to take one step. What a journey that “one step” led to.

I remember boarding a plane in Canada and landing in a 3rd world country.  Being in Niger was a world 
of extremes with high rise buildings and mud and grass huts, cars and land rovers sharing the road 
with camels and donkeys carrying bundles of firewood & piles of grass mats. Five lanes of traffic were 
jostling for position on a two-lane city street coming to a complete halt as a herd of scrawny cattle 
cross in their path. Women were pounding millet several hours of the day to provide enough grain to 
make one meal for their families. Little girls were walking to the river to get water, the same water 
that those dirty cattle were bathing in.

I look at pictures from 3 trips that I took to Niger and I smile seeing faces of team-mates, many who 
were strangers but who became friends. I see a shared journey to Africa with my daughter. I see the 
beautiful faces of African people; children running to surround us. Faces are frozen in time but whom 
I wonder about and pray for. We offered smiles, songs, some very minor surgery done with local 
anesthetic or sometimes none. I think about dental clinics and teeth extractions of horribly decayed 
teeth under a tree in the dirt of the desert. I remember lines of people who walked for hours to come 
for a chance to be seen in a rough outdoor medical clinic. I see doctor team-mates sitting in the dirt 
with a new patient and a translator trying to get a medical history to be able to determine some form 
of treatment. Doctors who in Canada rely on Diagnostic machines and advanced medications; trusting 
God to lead them and show them the way. I remember God who took our little, our inadequate and 
made it work. Our hope was that our visit and help would further open doors for our missionaries to 
be a part of village life and that it did. *

I am so glad that I didn’t let fear hold me back when I felt the tug on my heart. I’m thankful that I 
stepped out of my comfort zone, thankful for friends who prayed and gave. It was a journey that 
changed my life and my heart.

I discovered that I cannot change the whole world. There were still people left in line as we closed 
the clinic in each village. At times it seemed overwhelming, there were so many people, so many 
needs, so many that we could not touch. But, for the one tooth that was pulled, the one abscess that 

expanded From page 82



C
E

N
T

E
N

N
IA

L
 |

 B
E

u
L

A
H

 1
0

0
 y

E
A

R
S

 |
 E

X
T

E
N

D
E

D
 S

T
O

R
IE

S

E-13

>>BaCk

was lanced, the one infection that was treated, that one hand that was held, the one smile that was 
shared, the one Bible story shared, we made a difference. God made a difference in them and in me.

*After our first trip, one of the Alliance team travelled weekly to “her village”, pitched 
her tent and learned the language.  By loving the people, sharing their food and wonder 
of wonders through a series of miraculous events, telling Bible stories; she became 
a friend of these people. When I returned to Niger for the 3rd time in 2008, we, the 
visitors from the West, were welcomed and treated like royalty. Shy smiles from little 
girls carrying buckets of water, which weigh more than they do, hauled from a well that 
is so far away. A shelter built in the heat of the day to protect us from the scorching 
sun. The offer of friendship and words translated that say we honor them by staying in 
their village. All this was communicated without us being able to speak their language. 
There is something universal about love.
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reverend Peter & mary mCCallum
missions

I, Peter, was raised in a Christian home in Ontario. My father had a powerful encounter with the Lord 
which transformed his life.  He was keen to share the Gospel and began a street ministry in downtown 
Sault Saint Marie to share his faith every Saturday evening.  This “Street Ministry” lasted for more 
than 40 years. My calling to ministry started at this time.
 
At 11 years old, I received Christ as my Saviour and Lord. I still remember the power of that moment 
of opening the door of my life for Jesus to enter. Due to a tragic accident in 1954, my father lost his 
business and the family moved to Edmonton and began attending Beulah Tabernacle. I finished High 
School in 1956 and on the day of my graduation, I went back home to Ontario.

Away from the influence of my Christian family, I began to question some of the restrictions that had 
been placed upon us.  I began to dabble in various activities - parties and such, and before long I was 
out of fellowship with God. My mother must have known something was not right; she encouraged 
me to return to the family in Edmonton.  I arrived at Christmas in 1956 and began working for a Power 
Company in Edmonton. 

I continued to attend and enjoy Beulah’s College and Career program, but my walk with the Lord was 
not good. I had one foot in the Church and one foot in the “world”.

In November, 1958, I was 40 feet above the ground on top of a power pole when I slipped and fell to the 
ground. I had the experience of my life flashing before me. I was sure I was going to die.
 
God allowed me to survive this incident. I am certain it was not an accident, according to Romans 8:28 
Christians don’t have accidents. I was in hospital for several months unable to do much but lie there 
and think; I couldn’t even read. I really thought about my life.  I had experienced walking in fellowship 
with God but also being involved in worldly pleasures.  God was speaking and finally I listened.  Psa. 
23 “He maketh me lie down”.

Two elders from Beulah, Max Reunions and Herb Jamison, came to visit, pray and read the Bible to me.  
I told God I wanted to be the person He wanted me to be and I would do what He wanted me to do - go 
where he wanted me to go. I sensed that God wanted me to serve him, so I enrolled in Bible College. 
I had met Mary Lakusta at Beulah and we were engaged the summer before I began Bible College.

We married in September 1962 at Beulah Church on 124 Street. While at Bible College, we were 
challenged by the ministry of the Africa Inland Mission.  We were accepted as missionaries with 
Africa Inland Mission in 1963.  In 1965, Beulah commissioned us as missionaries to serve in Kenya.  
I remember the verse we were given: “He keepeth the feet of the Saints.”  Over and over as we faced 
dangers, that promise to us helped us through.  We committed ourselves to a lifetime of service. 

We left for ministry in Kenya in September 1965 and began studying the Kalenjin language.  After 8 
months we moved to our first mission station among the Kipsigis people. God blessed our ministry. 
During our time ministering in Kenya, God blessed us with our four children.
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The Kipsigis, a sub-tribe of the Kalenjin people, welcomed us into their community.  This was a time 
of “spiritual harvest” as other missionaries had prepared the way. It took a while for the Kipsigis to 
respond but about the time we arrived there was an amazing response to the Gospel.  We worked 
in and through the Africa Inland Church, where I was ordained in 1972. We continued to serve in the 
Kalenjin church until 1987.

Over the next 11 years we served in North America and Kenya as AIM representatives.
In 2000 we permanently left Kenya to serve as “Ministers at Large”.  In 2001 Beulah asked me to work 
as the “Missionary in Residence” and I served for a year.  In 2005, we retired from AIM.

“We are retired from active missionary service but will never retire as missionaries!  We look back to 
these 58 years of service and marvel at His faithfulness”!

1 Thessalonians 5:24 “Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it”.
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reverend tim & Brenda tJosvold 
missions

We often think of “family” as only our immediate family: Mom, Dad, siblings, etc. and we would not 
be wrong.  There are times in our life where, with broader eyesight, we view a community of believers 
that become our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Tim and Brenda Tjosvold have experienced this wider 
family circle as their church drew them into a deep bond of Christian fellowship. They both asked Jesus 
to be the Saviour and Lord of their lives through the ministry of Beulah.  Tim, when he was only 5 years 
old, prayed with his Sunday School teacher, Doreen Gillespie.  Brenda gave her life to Jesus in her 
early teen years at Camp Nakamun, a connected ministry.  For many years teachers, youth leaders, 
missionaries and pastors played an integral part of their decision to follow God as missionaries and 
to this day know that God placed certain people in their path to help them at the crossroads. 

Tim and Brenda had been friends for many years.  They both knew that God was asking them to serve 
the international community as missionaries.  Brenda had been at a Missions Fest in Edmonton when 
she agreed to mission work but responded to God with “Lord I will go but you have to give me a man 
to go with”. She laughs when she recalls after one of their friendship times together that Tim called 
her and said, “Should we get married?” God sure knows how to answer prayers! Tim and Brenda 
were married at Beulah.  Tim was asked to be the youth pastor by Harvey Town until they went off to 
Canadian Theological School (CTS) (for Tim) and Canadian Bible College (CBC) (for Brenda) to prepare 
for overseas ministry. Many of the youth they worked with have become lifelong friends, still keeping 
in touch with one another. Brenda remembers the support of Beulah through a scholarship she 
received to study at CBC, her Christian family supported her desire to answer God’s call to missions. 

After graduating CBC\CTS in Regina they were off with their 2 children to Albertsville, France for one 
year of language study; then 2 more years of language study in the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire where 
they served for 17 years.  There, we were involved in evangelism, with good results and in training 
the local church leaders, helping them grow in independence and better build Christ’s Church in 
West Africa. There was a 3-year stint during these years where Tim, Brenda and family were asked 
to be Missionary in Residence at CTS.  This really scared Tim because he never had felt he was an 
academic.  Once again, through a couple they knew from Beulah, they were encouraged to follow the 
Lord’s leading, and He would supply all their needs. They never regretted those 3 years in Regina.  
They returned to Cote d’Ivoire until God led them to Benin for 5 years and Niger, to begin a new work, 
for 11 years. In Niger, they worked with two totally unreached people groups in one of the poorest 
countries in the world.  They worked in program development helping the people learn to overcome 
their difficult setting and to help themselves. Tim and Brenda’s longing was to show the love of Jesus 
through their care for the people.  A small church was begun which began to influence many towards 
a decision to follow Jesus. Brenda shared, “After our departure into retirement, one of our colleagues 
encouraged us by telling us what one of her Nigerian friends said. “Monsieur Tim really loved people.”  
We pray for that love to draw many to Jesus!”

Through these years Tim and Brenda’s family grew to 3 sons and 2 daughters and now they also have 
6 grandchildren they are very proud of. 

Brenda was not raised in a Christian home and her concern was how will her parents hear how much 
Jesus loves them if she leaves to serve internationally.  God whispered to her that He will take care 

expanded From page 85



C
E

N
T

E
N

N
IA

L
 |

 B
E

u
L

A
H

 1
0

0
 y

E
A

R
S

 |
 E

X
T

E
N

D
E

D
 S

T
O

R
IE

S

E-17

of them.  Brenda’s dad was having some medical problems that were very serious.  She could not 
return but because of friendships made at Beulah during their youth years, a friend talked to Keith 
Taylor to see if he would visit Mr. MacKay.  Since Keith had been the one to pick Brenda up for youth 
events, Mr. MacKay knew him and welcomed his visit.  At that time, Keith shared the great love God 
had for him but Mr. Mackay just wasn’t ready to make that decision.  A few weeks later Keith was able 
to visit, and Mr. Mackay said, “you know that question you asked me, I am now ready.”  Keith was able 
to lead Brenda’s father to accept God’s great love for him.  Shortly thereafter Mr. Mackay died but 
Brenda knows she will see her father again.

While Tim and Brenda were overseas, Beulah sent short term medical mission teams to help them.  
They recall with much fondness the work that was done by these teams and the support for the people 
they served.   

All through the years God has been faithful to grant to them Christian brothers and sisters to be their 
extended family; to love them, support them and encourage them.  Tim and Brenda still call Beulah 
their home and her people their brothers and sisters.  God has been glorified through the Christian 
family at Beulah.

>>BaCk
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ruth PaPay 
short-term missions

“Often we go on a mission trip and we’re interested in some sort of adventure,” shares Ruth Papay, 
who volunteers as a mission coach at Beulah. “But I think what you really learn, if you’re willing to, 
is what God wants to do in you.”

“Going abroad, you need to trust the Lord more,” says Papay. “you’re put into situations when you 
need to depend on Him.” She shares an unforgettable incident during her Beulah medical mission 
trip to Niger. They were heading to a remote village when their vehicle got stuck in the sand in the 
middle of nowhere. “While we didn’t know it at the time, there was danger of being kidnapped by Mali 
Tuaregs,” she explains. Feeling helpless, she and her teammates prayed while others tried in vain to 
get their vehicle unstuck. “In this remote desert, God provided help—a truckload of young men came 
by and lifted our vehicle out of the sand.”

In Nepal, God’s Word strengthened her as she battled emotional and mental fatigue. “Day after day, 
when we had our devotions, the very verses that we read were the verses for that day that would 
sustain us.” Despite the risks and potential discomfort, Papay says going on a short-term mission 
trip broadens people’s perspectives and offers a front-row seat to watch God at work.

These experiences also allow believers to join God in His work. On the trip to Niger, there were four men 
who brought a girl to them with severe burns. “I thought she was dead, but on closer inspection, live 
eyes looked up at me. The team could not believe it!” They pooled their money together and arranged 
for a military vehicle to take the girl to the nearest hospital. When Papay returned to the village a 
year later, a local person led their team to the animal skin tents where the girl lived. “The uncle was 
home and took me to see the girl. We shook hands, and with every up and down motion of our hands, 
he said over and over again, ‘Merci, merci, merci,’ until I had tears in my eyes.” 

Despite the risks and potential discomfort, Papay says going on a short-term mission trip broadens 
a person’s perspective and allows us to see God work in amazing ways.
“I think you come to appreciate cultures after having visited them; if we just live here, it’s all about 
us. It also strengthens our faith component. If He can help me there when it was so difficult, He can 
help me here too.” 

“It’s very rewarding to be able to help or encourage the less fortunate,” she says. “Jesus taught us to 
love others, and it is genuinely meaningful to help others.”

>>BaCk
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helen sheh 
operation christmas chiLd

I had only been attending Beulah for two years in 1994 when I first volunteered to be involved in 
Operation Christmas Child (OCC).

When I was in my late 20s, each time missionaries came to my church (I have attended quite a few in 
my lifetime), I got very excited listening to their stories. I dreamt that one day I would be able to go to 
different parts of the world and tell people about Jesus’ love. God kept this desire of mine in my heart 
for a long, long time, so when Katrina Palsky (Hunter), the children’s pastor at Beulah at that time, 
asked me to help her with packing shoeboxes for OCC, I was excited to help.

When I first became involved with OCC, we had asked all the Sunday School children to bring one 
item on the list we made for them. We had enough items to pack 50 shoeboxes; they were actual 
shoeboxes, not the ones we have now. Since then, we have packed shoeboxes every year with the 
Sunday School children. In 2004, Beulah became the collection centre in Edmonton’s West End, which 
has continued to this day.

Sandra Magnus was in charge of this event for 12 years, and I was able to help her during that time. 
We used to have a semi-trailer parked at the back of our church with shoeboxes like the ones we 
have now. Since we were the collection centre, all the churches and organizations would come by to 
get empty shoeboxes from us, pack them, and return them to us. We would collect them in October 
and November, then load them, and then the shoeboxes would head down the highway to Calgary for 
processing before being sent overseas.

When Sandra stepped down from her role seven years ago, I took over with Nona Hait from Greenfield 
Church. The Beulah congregation have been packing shoeboxes for 26 years, and we’ve been the 
collection centre for 17 years. We grew from packing 50 to as many as 4,600 shoeboxes per season. 
Erica Werenka has done the most; each year, she packs about 1,200-1,400 boxes. Both Sandra and I 
have gone to South America to distribute shoeboxes, along with other teammates.

As each shoebox is a gospel opportunity, we have created thousands of opportunities for children 
all over the world to come to know Jesus. OCC has bound us together as a church in the ministry of 
taking the gospel to the world.

I have always been interested in missions. During my children’s growing years, I served in different 
ministries in multiple churches as we moved between provinces. When we came to Beulah, I became 
aware that the Tjosvolds, a missionary family, had come back to Beulah during each of their home 
assignments. I became friends with the family, and my children became friends with their children. 
Tim Tjosvold was the lead missionary in the Sand region, and I really admired him and his ministries. 
In 2005, Eric Persson became the first Global Impact pastor in Beulah, and he asked me what kind 
of mission I would like to be part of. I said I would love to be part of a medical mission team to Africa, 
and in 2007, I went to Niger with a medical team for 10 days. That year, God made my dream come 
true. I was able to show Jesus’ love to the Nigeriens. I could see how God placed different people in 
my life to achieve my dreams and His.
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From then on, God continued to create many opportunities for me to do missions either in our city 
or in different parts of the world. I am privileged to have been part of eight mission trips between 
2007 and 2019, and I look forward to doing more. God has put in my heart a love for the marginalized, 
the poor, and the helpless ones. He has given me many opportunities to serve Him according to 
my giftedness and the skills He has given me.

>>BaCk
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trix de leeuW 
women’s prison ministry

Matthew 25:36: “I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you visited me.”

Having driven past the Edmonton Institute for Women without even knowing it was there, one day Trix 
De Leeuw “saw it.” Then, on three separate occasions, this verse and others jumped off the pages 
of her Bible and she began pondering. She didn’t act immediately, but eventually she knew that God 
had placed the call strongly on her heart. Trix was moved to follow God’s lead.

In 2004 she contacted the Prison Volunteer Coordinator and began her journey towards following God’s 
call. After training and the necessary clearance, she began as a mentor to women in the prison. Trix 
recalls that her first visit inside the prison was like Daniel entering the lion’s den, armed only with 
faith that God would protect her, and He did!

Often the ladies just wanted to chat, play a game, or visit, connecting with someone outside the prison 
walls. Sometimes conversations would evolve into spiritual discussions, which allowed Trix to share 
the love of God. Some women would also attend a Bible study in the prison led by Trix and several 
others. Many women were hungry for the love and hope they experienced during visits, and some 
found their way to committing their lives to Jesus!

One inmate who was assigned to Trix had “coincidentally” been praying for a Christian mentor. 
Studying and praying together, they developed a strong bond. Eventually God made a way for this 
lady to be baptized at Beulah, where her testimony spoke of the trials and tribulations of addiction.

Further training allowed Trix to escort ladies to appointments in the community. Often there would 
be a group of women in the car, and these times allowed for some great conversations. The women 
knew the car was a “no swear” zone, and they managed most of the time because they had a real 
respect for Trix. While traveling to these appointments, Trix has had many opportunities to mentor 
her passengers to lead a prison-free life.

Being able to escort women outside the prison led to the opportunity to bring some of the inmates to 
Beulah’s Sunday services. up to five women at a time were able to sit together, be a part of the worship 
experience, and hear clear messages from God’s Word. 

One of these women, Chantel, shared; “I walked into the doors of Beulah in June of 2019. I was on an 
escorted absence from the Edmonton Institute for Women. My anxiety was so bad as it was my first 
time in the community in two years. I walked in and sat three rows from the front of the stage, and 
every Sunday from that day, I never moved from that spot. I couldn’t see the people behind me, but I 
was so close I felt each service was speaking only to me. I left prison in April 2020, and leaving Beulah 
was one of the hardest things I ever had to do.” (Chantel left Edmonton to go back to her hometown.) 
“I remember telling Trix if someone would have taken me here 35 years ago, maybe my life would 
have been different. Grateful for technology, I haven’t missed a service since I left prison.”

expanded From page 101
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Currently, Trix is involved in a new opportunity for those in the prison ministry to connect with inmates 
via telephone conversations. The phone calls originate in various institutes, and volunteers answer 
a “call line.” Trix says she spends time in prayer before each phone call and trusts God to lead the 
conversation where it needs to go. 

Several others at Beulah are also involved in the prison ministry, including involvement with Celebrate 
Recovery. While this ministry has moved its volunteers out of their comfort zone, it has also allowed 
them to see God’s hand of mercy, grace, forgiveness, and love at work. 

God is in the business of second chances and changing lives!

>>BaCk
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mandy santana 

Mandy Santana grew up in a Christian family and attended Beulah Alliance Church all her early life. At 
the age of 9 she decided to be baptized but did not fully understand the implications of that decision; 
however, she knew that she loved God and that she was loved by God.

Her grandmother, Brenda Neve, lived across the street from Mandy’s home and was actively involved 
in church, her community and her family. Mandy had a very close relationship with her grandmother 
and spent many hours with her. Brenda was diagnosed with cancer that eventually took her life in 
1997. Mandy was heartbroken, angry and questioned God as to why He took her away. It was during 
these critical years as a teen that she made the decision to no longer be home-schooled but to enter 
the public school system. Her parents encouraged her to still attend the Beulah youth group and Bug 
AM on Sunday mornings. In her own words she says “I was the teenager that no youth pastor wants 
in their ministry”. Even with that said, her two youth pastors Clinton Faupel and Lawrence Jansen 
extended Mandy their grace, love and support through this time.

As time went on and the draw of friends in school offered what she saw as more exciting times and 
Mandy made the decision to leave the church. She entered the dangerous world of drugs, alcohol, and 
parties by the age of 14. By the time she was 17 she was addicted to crystal meth, she felt lost and 
believed there was no way out. Her gang turned on her after she had hurt one of their own.

Mandy knew she had hit rock bottom and she was scared. Taking the family car to get away, she felt 
the presence of God asking her “Mandy, will you choose life or will you choose death?”. Mandy knew 
her desire was “life” and that would only come if she gave up her current life situation, escaping from 
the influence and presence of the gang. She chose God and a new life.

Within two days she went to her first service at Beulah in years. Pastor Keith Taylor was
speaking that morning and she sat at the very back of the church wondering what she was even doing 
there.  As Mandy tells the story: “I don’t know how he made it to me so quickly after service, but before 
I knew it Pastor Keith was standing in front of me smiling and saying these precious words, “Welcome 
home Mandy.”  She collapsed in tears.

From that day forward Mandy knew whatever God asked of her she would do. The first was to be part 
of the Beulah Missions Trip to Santa Cruz, Bolivia. The team would teach in an orphanage and make 
repairs to the buildings where the children and their care-workers lived. She fell in love with the people 
and the culture. After she returned to Edmonton, she once again heard and obeyed God’s nudging to 
return and study at the yWAM base (youth With A Mission) taking her first Discipleship Training.  She 
would eventually learn to speak Spanish fluently during her time at the school in Bolivia.

After a year at yWAM, she moved to Chile to further her Christian education at the School of Biblical 
Counselling. She met her future husband Jorge and they returned to Edmonton and were married by 
Pastor Keith.  They then returned to yumbel, Chile as a married couple to pastor a church for 5 years. 

expanded From page 107
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They were called back to Alberta where they were involved in a church in Picture Butte for 4 years 
and currently they are pastoring in the Alliance church at Linden AB. Pastor Keith has been there the 
whole journey to offer advice, to council, to mentor and be their friend. Mandy and Jorge have four 
beautiful children: Josiah, Levi, Adele and Elias.

What is the next step? Mandy knows that God has called her to “Love everyone ... Always!” God has 
given to her His heart to love people. A lifelong verse for Mandy is Isaiah 41:10 “Don’t be afraid, for I 
am with you. Do not be dismayed for I am your God. I will strengthen you; I will help you. I will uphold 
you with my victorious right hand.” NLT
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reverend dave & dagmar tJart

Dave and Dagmar Tjart arrived at Beulah Alliance Church in the spring of 1962. Dave had been hired 
as Associate Pastor for Christian Education and youth; Dagmar would be his great support while 
caring for their 3 children at home.  Both of them loved entertaining and their home would be open 
to many visitors.  They would share a Sunday meal around the table or Russian Tea after the Sunday 
evening service.  Friendships were built that would last a lifetime.

In the fall of 1967 Dave was asked to be the founding pastor at Southgate Alliance Church; with his 
family’s support they took up the challenge and moved to the south side of Edmonton.  The church grew 
rapidly under their ministry and they realized that a full time pastor was now needed.  Dave had started 
his Education degree at the university of Alberta while being a part time pastor at this new church 
plant on the south side.  Dave and Dagmar agreed that he should remain in his Education degree track 
and they moved the family back to Beulah Alliance Church, never to leave this congregation again.

Dave worked on staff at Beulah in many different roles.  He served as an interim Pastor of Music and 
later as the Pastor for Seniors.  Dave loved his volunteer roles too, which included Choir Director, 
leading small groups, bible studies, Griefshare groups and the monthly Hymn Sing.  He was the 
baritone in a quartet called The Servants. They sang many times at churches, weddings, funerals and 
social gatherings of many kinds.  Dave loved music and many times his rich baritone voice would be 
heard through the hallways and gatherings at the church.

As the children grew, Dagmar found she had time to pursue some other interests.  She was known 
for her administrative abilities.  She took on the role of President of Women’s Missionary Prayer 
Fellowship, President of the District Alliance Women and the manager/administrator at the Alliance 
Villa during the 1980/90’s where she also led the bible studies for the residents of the Villa.

Dave and Dagmar were such a great team, complimenting and supporting one another in their gifted 
areas.  Both of them loved to sing and visit the shut-ins and those in hospital.  They would bring their 
warm encouragement, prayers and sing hymns.  One congregation member remembers the day they 
came to visit her ailing mom; singing Jesus Loves you and lifting her up in their compassionate and 
caring way. “It meant so much to my mom that they would take the time to visit and minister to her”.   
Another Beulah attendee remembers the time Dave came to visit her husband in hospital after surgery 
for a brain tumour. His surgery had been done in Vancouver and Dave was in Vancouver visiting family 
and friends but took the time to come by to see how they were doing. They both recall “how much it 
meant to them to hear Dave sing Jesus Loves you”, still talking about it today. 

Sadly. in November 2009 Dagmar passed away after her fight with cancer.  Dave had been by her side 
constantly during this journey.  Dagmar had many visitors at the hospital and this would always perk 
her up.  A visit with Dagmar to cheer her up would end up with you walking out of her hospital room 
knowing you had just received the most precious gift of her ministering to you.

If you knew Dave, you knew he loved to walk.  He could be found either walking around the pond near 
his condo or if the weather didn’t permit him to be outside he would head over to West Edmonton 
Mall or the halls of Beulah, for his daily exercise.  Dave would end up at the local coffee shop all the 
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while listening intently to the voice of God as to whom he should talk to over coffee.  After the weekend 
services Dave would use his “antennas” to seek out someone who could use a friendly smile and chat. 
As shared by another pastoral staff member “Dave could have chosen to sit with people he knew but 
would choose to seek out that individual who was new and by themselves”.  He was famous for his 
hugs and there were many who would seek him out to have their weekly hug and to talk to him for a 
while; he always had time for you. 

Dave’s daughter, Carol, had asked him if he would like to move to be closer to his children and 
grandchildren.  She says, “His roots were dug down deep and his strength in relationships at Beulah 
were like family to him, so he chose to spend his remaining years here in Edmonton.”

One full-time minister, now  in overseas ministry, commented.  “Dave Tjart had such a profound 
ministry and made a huge impact on all of us and on me. The funny thing is I can’t point to any one 
thing he did that was particularly impactful – he did it just by being who he was!”

Dave had a huge listening ear and a gracious approach to people. Many of us were naturally drawn 
to spending time with him and his encouraging ways.

Dave passed away in 2019. Both Dave and Dagmar were pillars at Beulah Alliance Church and their 
legacy lives on.

>>BaCk
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amy hogg 
ceLebrate recovery

“I was a chubby kid, very overweight with terrible acne and my last name is Hogg.” The merciless 
teasing and bullying left an indelible mark on Amy and it became her own mantra of self-loathing. 
Feeling worthless and angry, she became a mean and spiteful bully herself. Suicide attempts led to 
alcohol and drugs, and by the time Amy was 14, she was selling and using every drug available. Prison 
inevitably followed and Amy began a dizzying cycle of parole, addiction, crime, and prison that would 
last the next 18 years. “I had no morals. Every jail sentence was like a badge of honour.”

Amy recalls having stolen a truck and being chased by police. In the midst of the terrifying chase, 
Amy remembers, “I heard a voice telling me to stop, telling me that I was safe.” Believing it to be 
God, her anger at Him made her ignore it. That event cost her a 4.5 year prison sentence. When she 
was released from prison she began dating an abusive, controlling addict. One day, in a drug induced 
paranoia, he forced her drive to Red Deer in order to find the men he believed she was involved with. 
There was a crazy snow storm and Amy was terrified. In desperation, she intentionally drove her car 
into the ditch and hid the key. “I bowed my head and let go of my pride and called out to God to help 
me. I swore if He got me out of the situation, I would turn my life over to Him.”

2 Corinthians 1:8-9: We were really crushed and overwhelmed, and feared we would never live through 
it. We felt we were doomed to die and saw how powerless we were to help ourselves; but that was 
good, for then we put everything into the hands of God.

Amy looked up from her prayer to find a car had stopped, offering help. They had been on the road 
for 4 hours and had seen no one. She ran to his car, jumped in, locked the doors, and begged him to 
drive. “See, God had my back even though I hated Him. He was always watching and waiting for me 
to ask for help.” The next 8 months saw her running from her ex. Again suicidal, her addictions grew 
alongside her crimes, and once more, Amy received another federal prison sentence. But this time 
she was relieved to go to jail.

Determined to change her life but having no idea how to do it, a friend tricked her into going to a 
Celebrate Recovery (CR) program that Beulah had established inside the prison. “I thought there 
would be cookies,” she laughs. Skeptical, jaded, and hopeless, Amy walked in while they were teaching 
Step 2: Powerless. As CR’s founder, Jim Baker, admonished them to ‘stop denying the pain’, it was as 
if Jesus spoke directly to her heart. Transformation began.

Celebrate Recovery was created in 1991 by Mr. Baker and California’s Saddleback Church. It uses 
a Bible based, 12 step program to help people struggling to overcome hurts, habits, and hang ups 
of every kind. Embraced internationally, CR has helped over 5 million souls find freedom in Christ.

Within 6 months, Amy had completed her first step study and began to co-lead the next group. Although 
she knew that her slate had been wiped clean, she now had to rebuild her life on God’s truth. “I knew 
that if I didn’t fill the holes with good things, the bad would creep back in.” Bible studies followed along 
with more CR studies. “Working the steps has helped me to let go of the words and the thoughts that 
brought me down for so long. I know I am loved and of value and that God is always there for me even 
if I’m not living up to His standards. I let go of the old me and have become a new creature in Christ.”

Still in prison, Amy knew the next daunting step was to make amends to her parents, who had all but 
disowned her. With tears streaming down her face, barely able to speak, Amy read the 3 page list of all 
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the ways she had hurt them. Finally, she raised her head to face the shame, only to see both parents 
crying alongside her, offering her grace and forgiveness.

Re-baptized in 2015 and awarded day parole in Jan 2017, a terrified but determined woman stepped 
into physical freedom. Amy recalls making the hard adjustment to life on the outside, “Without my 
CR forever family, I don’t think I would have made it. They all have loved and supported me no matter 
where I am at.”

Deuteronomy 32:10 He found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the wilderness: he 
encircled him, he cared for him, he guarded him as the pupil of his eye.

“I worked hard and have done several step studies since being released. My warrant expired in Nov 
2019. To look back and remember how I was convinced I would never make it on parole, and compare 
that to how easy it was by just living and working the program is a strong testament to what it can 
do for others. I will be receiving my 7 year chip in August (2020). There are no words to explain how 
grateful I am for this program and the changes it helped me make in my life.My life is based on hope 
for the future, gratitude for today and a strong relationship with Jesus.”

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him and he shall direct your paths.

>>BaCk
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katie Wade 

When Katie (Wolfe) Wade was 15 she left school and began working in a factory. While she was 
born into a Christian home her new found freedom found her living for the world and not wanting to 
attend church.   Her mother was very concerned.  At that time, the Dr. Price revival meetings came 
to Edmonton, booking the 10,000 seat arena plus putting extra seating on the floor.  This was a major 
event with all the churches in Edmonton united together!  Katie and her friend Bertha Nestor decided 
to attend.  She remembered a young man, Reverend Woodward, led the prayers that evening and she 
thought to herself if she knew where this man was the preacher she would go to that church. When the 
invitation was given to receive Jesus, she experienced a truly “born again” encounter.  Katie chatted 
with two women, Mrs. Synder and Mrs. Bogart, from the Christian Missionary Alliance Church where 
she attended the next Sunday. There were about 20 people in the service which was large compared 
to the church she had been attending. The whole city of Edmonton was in revival.  The street cars 
were full of people singing and praising God for what was happening. Katie even had the opportunity 
to share her new found faith with her boss.
 
At 18, Katie went to Bible School at Nyack where she met and married her husband George. However, 
due to George’s age they were unable to pursue their desire for foreign missions. Instead they returned 
to Beulah and while raising four girls they were very involved in several ministries including choir 
and cooking in the kitchen.  Katie was a great cook and was fondly remembered for her pies which 
she generously shared with many.

One of their daughters, Doreen, went to Canadian Bible College and met Len Newell whom she 
married.   The two went to the Philippines as missionaries with Wycliffe Bible Translators. It was a 
huge joy to Katie that God kept his promise to take her to the mission field by allowing her to join her 
daughter for a 6 week adventure.

Katie was a positive and fun-loving person, looking forward to any changes and new initiatives as 
the church grew.  Full of humour, and never shy to share her opinion, many remember at a Beulah 
Annual Meeting involving much debate on a decision to go ahead with building our current facility 
where Katie took the microphone. She inspired many by saying she was all for it! While she was older 
and may not get all the benefits of a new building she still had a vision of God on the move. Katie got 
a huge laugh noting that part of her donation should go towards padded pews because she found the 
wooden ones uncomfortable.

The first Sunday the new church on 178 Street opened, Katie was there to express her excitement 
for the padded pews.

Katie’s words from part of her writings:
“I love my church. I’ve gone to Beulah Alliance Church since I was saved at seventeen years old. My 
salvation was very real to me. The Lord has been good to me to lead me in each step I had to make. 
My body is worn out but he tells me I should live to be 90. He knows best.”

Katie attended Beulah Alliance Church until her passing in 1999 at 93 years of age.

>>BaCk
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Phyllis Pendergast 

Phyllis’ first connection with Beulah was when her family listened to Beulah’s Sunday night evangelistic 
services on the radio, and thought it would be special to attend those services in person someday.  In 
1954, she married Bill Pendergast and moved to Edmonton. Attending Beulah they both joined the 
choir right away and were part of it for many years. 
 
Another early ministry was working with the youth, which was called AyF (Alliance youth Fellowship).  
When the president moved away, Bill was asked to take on that role. At that time, Beulah required 
the president to be a member of the church so in 1955 they became members and for 33 years were 
involved in youth ministry as sponsors, alongside several youth pastors.
 
Beulah has been a big part of Phyllis’s children’s lives. Growing up in Beulah and accepting Jesus 
into their lives, her two daughters are both involved in volunteer ministry and her only grandson now 
works in full-time ministry in another denomination. “Beulah’s ministries have been foundational 
in my family’s life, as together we participated in many areas of service and experienced much love, 
care, and a deepening commitment to God.”  Bill passed away in 2015, but she and her family continue 
to be blessed at Beulah.
 
Prayer has always been extremely important to Phyllis, and she’s been involved in prayer ministries 
for many years.  It began in her early days of Beulah with Tuesday night prayer meetings, which were 
large gatherings.  In the 1990’s, Phyllis joined five ladies that became known as ‘The Praying Ladies’, 
a name coined by her grandson, Scott.  He would call her and ask the praying ladies to pray.  They 
witnessed so many answers to prayer for her family, and all the families represented by these five 
ladies.  The faith and trust in God her friends expressed were a great example to her and showed her 
how important prayer is. They prayed together for 20 years and except for Phyllis, they are all now with 
the Lord.  “My time with them was so precious and their influence was pivotal..  I miss them very much.”
 
Since 2011 Phyllis has joined seven ladies who meet every Wednesday morning to pray.  Phyllis also 
receives the prayer requests from the youth ministry and the Alpha team.  “It has been such a blessing 
and I’ve seen God answer many prayers. God is so good.”  Phyllis has had a constant prayer partner 
for over 20 years and also often spends one-on-one prayer times with several other ladies over the 
phone.  In fact, as her daughters attest, “if you ever try to call mom and the line is busy, it’s probably 
because she’s praying with someone.  Try calling back in 20 minutes.”  
  
In 2005, Angie La Favor encouraged Phyllis to become a table leader at women’s Day Break Bible 
study.  She says she had never seen herself as a leader, but Angie saw her potential and offered to 
help when she needed it. “Knowing that it wasn’t about me and only about what God could do through 
me made the difference”.   Preparing for the study each week challenges Phyllis to a deeper faith, 
and seeing the ladies grow in their walk with Jesus has been so rewarding. Although they aren’t able 
to gather during Covi9-19, they still connect to share, pray, rejoice in God’s goodness and encourage 
one another.  Geri, one lady who came to know and love the Lord at Day Break, now lives in Victoria 
but continues to phone Phyllis every week to share and pray together.  Geri says meeting Christ while 
participating in her Day Break table totally changed her life.  Praise Jesus!
 
Phyllis’s journey with Alpha started when she became an Alpha prayer partner.  In 2018, a lady who 
lives in her condo building asked Phyllis to attend Alpha with her, where at the Holy Spirit weekend this 
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>>BaCk

lady accepted Jesus as her Saviour.  The following year Doreen Bell and Phyllis felt God was asking 
them to do a Senior Alpha and invite other people from their condo.  They held Alpha at Beulah and 
hope to be able to continue this in the future.
 
Beulah offers many learning opportunities, one of which helped Phyllis discover her gift of 
encouragement.  Over the years and across many miles, Phyllis often sends letters or cards of 
encouragement to those fortunate enough to be in her ever-expanding circle of care.  Some have 
said that often just at a time when they needed it most, a card from Phyllis would arrive in the mail, 
under their door, or delivered with a personal hug.  God often prompts her with the right words and 
scripture verse that specifically meets their need.  Her gift of encouragement lifts spirits, offers 
hope, and inspires courage to persevere.  She always reminds people to trust that “God is in control”. 
 
Phyllis offered, “It is my desire that God will use my life to impact others, just as those who have gone 
before me at Beulah, have impacted me.” 
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angela mcisaaC

In 1999 my husband and I moved to Edmonton and started going to Beulah, we immediately felt at 
home. I had been dealing with depression for quite a few years and in late 2011 I was broken and 
hurting. I could not seem to get out of the spiral I was in, but God had a plan, He was going to use 
Beulah and its ministries to bring healing to me.

At a Sunday morning service, the message was on healing. I went forward for prayer, however I still 
felt I wasn’t healed from my depression and hurting. However, that morning in church they talked 
about a women’s retreat that was being held at Camp Nakamun.  The speaker, Sarah Hunter, was 
going to be talking on the subject of God’s healing power. I remember on my way home I just knew 
that I had to go to that retreat.

I went to the Women’s Retreat and on the first night my life changed. I remember Sarah speaking 
about God’s healing power and at the end of the Friday evening session she invited each of us to spend 
some time listening to what God wanted to tell us and show us. That night I felt God clearly tell me 
He would heal me spiritually. I was shocked, I wanted a physical and emotional healing and God said 
that He would heal me spiritually. I said yes to God that night and my life has not been the same since. 
I have been healed not only spiritually and physically, but in so many other ways. It was a long slow 
process of truly giving my life over to God, piece by piece.

My life since the retreat has not been easy, I have had to fight for a struggling marriage, go through 
a painful divorce and learn how to survive being a single parent. I learned through all of this that God 
is faithful. Looking back I can see how God worked in me through that whole time. I can honestly say 
that I was able to praise God through the storm. During that period, I heavily relied on the church for 
support and Beulah was there for my son and me through a Mid-Sized Community Group. 

Beulah Alliance Church to me is like my second family and I am so blessed to help serve there now. I 
am so thankful for this church and how it has brought me back to God. My life verse has always been 
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.”

God has taught me to completely trust Him in every area of my life and if you do He does direct your 
path. During those years the Hymn “Trust and Obey” kept going through my mind. you can’t just trust 
God; you have to take the step of obedience to do what He calls you to do. The Hymn’s first line says: 
“Trust and obey for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”

God has truly turned my life around, I am no longer sad and depressed, or hurting. I truly am happy 
in Jesus. He brings such joy and peace to my life that only He can give!

>>BaCk
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nathan gullion

To fully understand how God has drastically changed my life, I need to begin by painting a story of 
my past.

I was born and raised in the small northern town of Slave Lake.  I grew up in an alcohol-dependant 
family and even though the family dynamic seemed good to the outside world, there were many 
underlying issues of abuse and neglect. My parents divorced in 1985 and by that time I was already 
on a dangerous path.  I was caught up with the wrong crowd where I was welcomed with open arms, 
and dysfunctional behavior eventually came knocking on my door.

As we skip ahead a few years where I was in and out of the judicial system and eventually served a 
couple of years for various crimes.  Alcohol played a pivotal part in my life and was instrumental with 
many broken and damaged relationships, especially with my Mom and Dad. 

Eventually I met Kim, the woman who would later become my wife.  Early in our relationship we had 
a lot of struggles due to my unstable behavior.  We ultimately did marry, but there came a time when 
Kim left me.  To be quite honest, at the time I felt almost relieved because even though I was sad, I 
knew I would hurt her and my young son in one of my fits of rage. It was a very dark time in my life. 
But one night, when I was homeless and feeling especially alone, God entered the picture and I began 
to hear a faint voice. Not knowing why, I felt a strong pull to go to Beulah.  It was as though someone 
was calling my name, louder and louder and so I went.

I was introduced to the Pastor of the Day, Lawrence Jansen, who was the youth Pastor at the time. After 
we exchanged pleasantries, he asked me two questions.  “Why are you here?” to which I responded, 
“I was kind of hoping you could tell me why I was here.”  The second question was “Would you like to 
pray Jesus into your life today?” It’s funny looking back at that now, because at the time it felt like it 
was the only question that made sense to me. So, I said with a very hesitant “yes, yes I would”.

As time went on, I began to see God slowly working in my life. When Kim and I separated, I moved to 
Red Deer and it was then that with God’s help, we began to repair our brokenness.  I eventually moved 
back to Edmonton, and Kim and I have now been married for 17 years!

I was looking for employment and my in-laws, Ed and Betty Giesbrecht told me about a custodian 
position at Beulah.  It’s funny how the pieces began to fall into place and even though I was used to 
making a lot more money, it really wasn’t about the money. God knew that I needed to be at Beulah 
so I could surround myself with Christians. Christians who could answer some lingering questions 
about what life was all about, and it was there that I began to wrestle with my old lifestyle. What did 
it all mean?

This is when I began my soul journey. I attended my first Alpha course with Pastor Art Reimer and 
formed a great friendship, which has remained consistent even still to this day. I ended up taking it 
twice and then I took Alpha to the First Nations community to lead the course as a table facilitator. 
The Alpha course played a pivotal role in my growth as a Christian.  Working at the Church in the early 
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stages of my Christian life was a key, and finally the people that God placed into my path were vital 
on my journey. God is so great.

Beulah has been so instrumental with my growth because of the many courses I was able to take. I 
have taken some, and led some, but the most important part of all these courses were not just the 
courses but the wonderful people I have met along the way. The Marriage course, the devoted people 
of Alpha, the 12-step course, and The Men’s group are just a few that have been vital in my growth 
and understanding of who Jesus is to me today. 

I am currently finishing up my Master of Divinity degree.  I have taken on a bigger role within the 
Reformed Churches of America by ministering to First Nations people in the north. I have also taken 
on the role of coordinator/director of North American Indian Ministry (NAIM). 

It’s difficult to express gratitude for my journey, and to those people who have been on this rollercoaster 
ride with me. Thank you, Beulah!  I look forward to seeing what you will offer up in the future with how 
“To Reach, Teach, and Equip” those who God may be calling right now.

>>BaCk
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ron & doreen gillesPie 

“But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Phillipians 
4:19 Ron and Doreen Gillespie embodied this verse; their involvement in Beulah and in the community 
is inspiring!

Doreen’s parents, Herbert & Violet George were charter members of Beulah Tabernacle.  After Ron 
was ordained, he and his wife Doreen were stationed in Peace River.  However, Ron’s health issues 
resulted in leaving full-time ministry. Less strenuous work allowed them to pursue other ministry 
opportunities.  Feeling best suited for work with children, Ron’s first assignment was a discipline-
challenged grade one boys Sunday School class. Persisting through prayer and consistent love of 
these boys, the class turned around, and he taught it for 10 years.

During this same time the couple became involved with weekly Happy Hour Bible Clubs in homes 
throughout Edmonton. With others helping, at one point, 25 groups were conducted each week.  Clubs 
resembled Sunday School but included activities as well. They would occasionally do a promotion, 
organizing an event such as street hockey where neighbours would come to watch and end up asking 
questions about the Bible Club. There are many stories of children, and eventually whole families, 
finding Jesus through this venture.

Gillespie’s were asked to start a Children’s Church program at Beulah. At first they were not in 
favour of the idea, believing children should sit with their parents during church, but after prayer 
and consideration they accepted saying, “we love children and if there was any way in which we could 
help children to a deeper realization of God, appreciation, and a deeper love for Him we were glad 
to do it.”  They led this program for many years, teaching children more than just Bible stories, but 
explaining the “why” of salvation, baptism, offering, communion, and using their talents in service.  
They encouraged much involvement by volunteers and children and through it all, influenced many.

Gillespie’s experienced many miracles of God’s provision; here is one example. Ron and Doreen held 
weekly children’s meetings at Jasper Mission where most children came from poor living conditions. 
They felt led to offer to pay for children to go to Bible Camp. Expecting 5 or 6 children, you can imagine 
their surprise when 25 kids showed up. They felt God wanted them to honour their offer and since 
their car couldn’t fit them all, they called ahead to the bus depot. With very little money they set off 
walking these children all the while praying God would provide. They were quite the sight and as people 
discovered what they were doing, they miraculously donated all the needed money before Gillespie’s 
reached the depot!  Several more miracles happened during this one Camp adventure. God met the 
needs as they were presented!

Ron spent much time counseling, preaching and assisting at the Jasper Mission / Hope Mission. He 
served on the Board of the Mission and contributed to the ministry in countless ways.  Doreen was a 
co-worker in most of their endeavours  and still was involved on her own in several others. Doreen 
had a good memory and a quick wit which she demonstrated while acting in several Beulah Christmas 
presentations. She was also very active in numerous prayer and Bible Study groups.  After Ron passed 
away, Doreen moved into Kiwanis Lodge, where she recognized a need to organize a Bible Study in 
her suite. When the group out-grew the suite, she obtained endorsement to move to a larger room 
so she could reach out with the desire to help others know Jesus as closely as she did.

Ron and Doreen lived their life as true followers of Jesus, giving sacrificially and wholeheartedly to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus, to all who intersected with their lives!

>>BaCk
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